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The best garage 
is a safe one 



Security, convenience & reliability 


When it comes to remote controlled 
rolling garage door systems, Essati is a 
leader in innovation and quality. 

Since 1995 Essati has been an inventive roller 
shutter garage door company catering for the 
needs of the residential market place. 


In 2006 Essati introduced the insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door system, a sleek and beautiful 
modern rollerdoor of superior quality, conveniently 
operated by a small hand held key fob. This 
system combines security, convenience and 
reliability, with a beautiful stylish door of infinity, 
and it's completely maintenance free! 


ESSATI 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
01622 765993 


Remote controlled insulated aluminium rolling garage door 
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£ § h 
vote being delivered 
at wrong election 


WHATEVER your political allegiance, 
when the local or European elections 
come around, more often than not, 
we consider flexing our electoral 
muscle and deploying what is 
commonly known as the protest vote. 

There is much talk of giving our 
normal party of choice ‘a bloody 
nose’ or a ‘wake-up call’, as if only a 
general election means something. 

Yet it is a dangerous game to play. 
After all, if you care about the 
community you live in, when it 
comes to local council elections, you 
should want to place it into the 
hands of a party and individu¬ 
als you can put your trust in. 

Putting your cross next to a 
minority party as a ‘gesture’ 
is one which will continue to 
be felt for years to come - 
especially if enough people 
take similiar steps and thus 
skew the result. 

And that same 
thought process 
applies to the 
European 
elections - but 




perhaps more so as it is hard to see 
the impact it has on us or how it 
works. A protest vote here, we think, 
will have little impact. 

Yet opinion polls suggest we care 
greatly, one way or the other, about 
Europe. 

The most likely recipient of that 
protest vote would appear to be Ukip, 
a party which fails to disguise its 
disapproval for our part of the union. 

But Ukip could win every seat in 
the UK and it wouldn’t bring about 
our withdrawal from Europe. That is 
a choice for Westminster. Where it 
has not one representative. 

All of which should make 
everyone think long and hard 
about when to make their 
‘protest’ vote and how to 
make it when it will have, 
potentially, the biggest 
impact. And that may be this 
time next year. 

Whatever, the Euro 
poll will provide 
some fascinating 
results. Just don’t 
forget to vote. 
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THIS SPRING , BRITELITE'S 





GLAZING 


... is ready whatever 


the weather! 

It saves you energy and money when its 
cold and keeps you cool when its hot! It looks 
good... and keeps your house secure too! 


A Britelite window is the most beautiful addition you can make to your home, and 
what's more, we fit Triple Glazing as standard. Britelite windows will add value to your 
property when the time comes to sell. With an enormous range of colours, styles, shapes and 
sizes to choose from, a Britelite window will perfectly complement your home. 



Some kind 
words ... 

Received from 
customers 
last month 


"The work was carried out on time and efficiently 
by very friendly staff." 

Mrs Bullock, Sidcup 


know it was a while ago now, but the job was 


done in a very quick and professional manner." Mr 


ickinson, London 


"Clean and considerate, the fitter worked all day 
without a break, a pleasure to have in our home 
and finished the job on time." 

Mr Cooper, Sandwich 


Telesales staff, a pleasure to deal with, fitters 


have been pleasant and helpful. Can't fault the 


workmanship, cleaned up and tidied as they went 
along. Proper job." Mrs Hichens, Maidstone 


"What was good with the sales representative was 
the fact he gave us no rubbish "I'm going to ring 
my manager". We will come back for that alone. 
The fitting team were professional and polite and 


got on with the job." Mrs Boylett, Sussex 


"Fitters were courteous and helpful, answered 
any questions or queries, kept site as clean and 
tidy as possible. Many thanks for a good service." 
Mrs Murphy, Maidstone 


"Fantastic product, high quality finish, fitters very 
professional, very tidy. It has transformed our 
house, should have replaced our tired conservatory 
years ago. Would highly recommend to everyone. 
Thank you". Mr Poulter, Sittingbourne 


Showrooms throughout the South East 
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Call 


0800 5070 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


Visit our website for a online quote 

www.windows.co.uk 
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Farage to stand in county 
for 2015, says party chief 


X 



FOCUS: Nigel Farage is expected to declare his intention to run as a Kent MP after the Euro elections 


By Sarah Linney 

sarah.Linney@archant.co.uk 


UKIP has all but confirmed Nigel 
Farage is to stand in Kent at the 
next general election. 

The maverick party leader, who 
is standing for re-election as an 
MEP for the south east on Thurs¬ 
day, told Kent on Sunday: “I expect 
I will stand.” 

He added: “I am 11 days away 
from the European elections -1 
will make my mind up after that.” 

But according to Ukip’s leader on 
Kent County Council, the plan has 
always been for the 50-year-old 
former stockbroker to stand in the 
county where he grew up and still 
lives. 

Roger Latchford said: “He has 
always made it clear that being a 
Kent boy, he would stand in Kent,” 

“But we must all be patient and 
wait until after Thursday.” 

He said he had no idea where in 
Kent Mr Farage, who lives in 
Westerham, would choose to stand 
- but that the party definitely 
considered his election to West¬ 
minster a realistic prospect. 

Cllr Latchford said: “We will very 
possibly field a number of candi¬ 
dates in Kent. 


“Like the European elections, we 
will take the General Election 
extremely seriously. As far as we 
are concerned, the campaign will 
start the week after the European 
elections. We will be looking for 
candidates and getting our 
manifesto together. 

“Our aim is not just to win a 
seat, but as many seats as we can. 
We are not only taking votes from 
the Tories, we are taking them 
from Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats too. 


“How many candidates we will 
put up is still to be decided but we 
will put quality before quantity.” 

It is widely believed that, 
although Mr Farage lives in west 
Kent, he will stand in a seat in the 
east of the county where support 
for Ukip is strong. 

The two most likely constituen¬ 
cies are Thanet South and 
Folkestone and Hythe, where Ukip 
proved popular at the county 
council elections. Shepway has 
four Ukip county councillors out of 


six, and Thanet seven out of eight. 

Both seats are held by the 
Conservatives right now - Damian 
Collins has a 10,122 majority in 
Folkestone and Hythe, while Laura 
Sandys has a 7,617 majority in 
Thanet South. However, Mrs 
Sandys is not standing at next 
year’s general election. 

If he was elected as an MP, Mr 
Farage would not be able to 
continue as an MEP. 

Turn inside for our extensive 
build-up to the Euro elections. 


Nervous wait as tests 
for contamination are 
carried out on estate 


FAMILIES on a Paddock Wood 
housing estate have been told their 
children can play in their gardens 
while a soil contamination investiga¬ 
tion gets under way. 

Over 260 homes were built 20 
years ago over the site of an old 
factory that made garden sheds and 
greenhouses. 

New legislation changes mean all 
UK councils have to look again at old 
planning permissions to ensure the 
land properties were built on, meets 
new up-to-date requirements. 

Tunbridge Wells council officials 
have spent “plenty of desk time” 
doing just that, but the site at 
Paddock Wood stood out. 

The decision was taken to check 
the soil once more for possible 
contaminants, including asbestos 
and creosote type chemicals 
associated with the commercial 
construction of wooden buildings 
and their treatments. 

Letters were sent to all of the 
homes in a catchment area that 
takes in The Ridings, Dimmock 


Close and Le Temple Road. 

Two drop-in information sessions 
have also been held in the area, and 
a council source told us families were 
not angry, but somewhat frustrated 
their homes have been tarnished by 
the investigation. 

However, it remains unclear who 
would then be liable for making the 
ground safe if contaminants were 
found. 

Gary Stevenson, head of environ¬ 
ment and street scene at the 
authority, said: “We have contacted 
residents who live within the area of 
the former Hall’s site in Paddock 
Wood because we need to investigate 
this land in light of the fact that it 
was once used for the manufacture 
of timber sheds and greenhouses, 
which involved timber treatment. 

“From our investigations it has not 
been possible to confirm that the site 
was cleared of waste materials before 
the houses were built so we now need 
to take samples of the soil to provide 
reassurance to the residents. We will 
continue to keep them informed.” 


Hundreds set to gather for 
hospice closure meeting 


A SERIES of public meetings are to 
take place to discuss the decision 
last week by the Pilgrims Hospice 
to close its site in Canterbury. 

As we reported last week, it made 
the decision as part of a wider 
overview of changes to its range of 
services - and a switch in some 
areas to boosting its in-home care. 
The Canterbury site will continue 
until 2016. 

The first meeting will be at the 


Canterbury Academy on Friday 
May 30, at 7pm. It will be in the 
school’s main hall, which is 
expected to be filled to its 500 
capacity. If demand is high, an 
additional date will be added. 

Medical director Dr Claire Butler 
said:' ‘We want to fully and directly 
discuss our plans with the 
community.” 

To register for the meeting, call 
01227 782064. 


Golden girl picks up top title 
in special KCC presentation 


OLYMPIC gold medallist Lizzy 
Yarnold has picked up another 
prestigious title following her 
heroics in Russia earlier this year. 

Miss Arnold, 25, from West 
Kingsdown, won gold in the 
skeleton event at the Sochi 
Winter Games in February. 

And this week she was 
presented with an award by the 
chairman of Kent County 
Council to recognise 


her achievement. 

The Kent Invicta Award 
recognises those who have 
“achieved excellence in their 
chosen field or who have 
provided an exceptional service 
to the county”. 

She was presented with the 
title, and a cheque for £5,000 to 
donate to a charity of her choice, 
by out-going KCC chairman Eric 
Hotson. 
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Phew! What a scorcher, as temperatures rocket 


THE county is set for the hottest day of the year this 
weekend, with temperatures set to soar to 24C. 

The Met Office says an influx of high pressure will 
see the county bathed in warm weather - the best of 
which will be on Sunday 

It will be warm in the evenings too, with tempera¬ 
tures still hitting double figures. 

A Met Office spokesperson said: “Kent could see 


some of the hottest temperatures in the country so far 
this year. It’s likely to have some of the best weather in 
the UK with temperatures between 23 and 24 on 
Sunday.” 

But it’s not all good news - the Met Office have 
advised that although it’s likely it will remain warm next 
week, rain is on its way back - just in time for the long 
bank holiday weekend... 



Mixed fortunes for our 
airports as Lydd takes off 
and Manston crash lands 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


EFFORTS by campaigners to block 
ambitious expansion plans at Lydd 
Airport have been thrown out by the 
High Court. 

The ruling, handed down on Fri¬ 
day morning, means that work on a 
£25 million scheme which would 
see the runway extended and facili¬ 
ties created to handle a huge boom 
in traffic, can now get under way. 

Owners of the airport on the Rom¬ 
ney Marsh hope to provide for up to 
500,000 passengers a year. 

But the Lydd Airport Action Group 
and the RSPB attempted to block the 
move and lodged a legal challenge 
following the initial go-ahead issued 
last year. 

The High Court, however, said 
there were no grounds to withdraw 
permission. 

Lydd Airport executive manager 
Hani Mutlaq said: “The judge has 
confirmed what we all knew; there 
was no legal basis for an appeal 



APPROVAL: Lydd Airport 

against the Government’s decision 
to back our exciting plans for the re¬ 
development of Lydd Airport. 

“With this distraction behind us 
we can press ahead with delivering a 
project which will help regenerate 


this part of Kent, create jobs and 
bring hope to families throughout 
the area. 

“The airport is now nearing com¬ 
pletion of a number of pre-com¬ 
mencement conditions required to 
enable planning permission for 
the runway extension to be 
implemented. 

“We hope to invite contractors to 
tender for the runway construction 
project in late summer and antici¬ 
pate that work will begin before the 
end of the year.” 

It was not such good news this 
week for Manston Airport however. 

After a desperate fight to keep it 
alive, and repeated bids by a US in¬ 
vestment firm, the airport closed, as 
planned, on Thursday evening. It 
spelt the end for nearly 150 staff 
which work there. 

Owner Ann Gloag rejected a bid 
which met her £7m asking price just 
an hour before staff left the site for 
the final time - a decision which 
prompted anger from local politi¬ 
cians and unions. For full reaction to 
its closure, turn to page 9. 


CAR: Similar to this is up for sale 

Fleming’s 007 
inspiration is 
up for sale 

THE original Aston Martin which 
inspired James Bond author Ian Fleming 
when writing classic 007 book Goldfin- 
ger, is set to be sold under the auction¬ 
eer’s hammer. 

The Aston Martin DB 2/4 Mkl was 
discovered in a Kent barn and could sell 
for as high as £250,000. 

It used to be a regular visitor to a 
house in St Margaret’s Bay near Mr 
Fleming’s home. 

It had been fitted with a host of special 
features, including reinforced steel 
bumpers and facilities for a homing 
device. 

It had been owned by Philip Ingram 
Cunliffe-Lister DSO, whose father was 
Lord Swinton, a close confidant of 
Winston Churchill and head of MI5 and 
the security executive during the 
Second World War. 

It was bought by a father and son 
team from Walmer who only realised 
what they had acquired after buying it 
as part of a restoration project. 

Chris Routledge, managing partner of 
the auction house, said: “The vehicle 
was regularly at Fleming’s direct 
next-door neighbour the same house 
which also inspired Drax’s residence in 
the novel Moonraker.” 

It will be auctioned at Blenheim 
Palace on July 12. 


Medway elects its 
mayor for the year 

MEDWAY Council’s new mayor took over the 
chains of office during the council’s annual 
meeting on Wednesday night. 

Conservative councillor for Rainham Central, 
Barry Kemp, takes over the role from Josie lies. 

Deputy mayor is Ray Maisey. 

Cllr Kemp confirmed his chosen charities for 
his year in office are Medway Young Carers; 
Headway; Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambu¬ 
lance; Oliver Fisher Special Care Baby Trust and 
Streetcops Trust. 

Although money is still being counted, it is 
estimated that the outgoing mayor raised around 
£8,000 for charity. 

Her chosen charities were Age UK, Demelza, 
Caring Hands and Help for Heroes. 

Cllr Kemp, said: “I am very pleased and very 
honoured to be asked to serve as the Mayor of 
Medway. For me, an important part of being 
mayor will be the opportunity I will now have to 
raise money for my chosen charities.” 


Jail term for sexually 
abusing teenage girl 

A 51-year-old man from Tonbridge who commit¬ 
ted a series of sex offences against a teenage girl 
has been jailed for more than seven years. 

Andrew Bond, formerly of Silver Close, began 
abusing the girl in 2008. The abuse took place 
over four years, while the victim was under 16. 

He told the victim she would get the blame and 
that ‘everyone would hate her’ if she told anyone 
about the abuse. 

However, in September, 2013, she told her 
mother what had been happening and Bond 
handed himself in to police. 

While being interviewed, he said he knew what 
he was doing was wrong but didn’t know why he 
was unable to stop. 

He was sentenced to seven years and eight 
months in prison at Maidstone Crown Court after 
previously pleading guilty to a count of rape, one 
count of sexual assault of a child aged under 13 
and four counts of engaging in sexual activity with 
a child under 16. 


Prison for thug who 
attacked woman, 89 

A TEENAGER who beat and robbed pensioners in 
their own homes, breaking the base of one 
woman’s spine, has been jailed for ten-and-a-half 
years. 

Aaron Davis, 18, beat 89-year-old Jean McDou- 
gall from Hextable, near Dartford, so hard that her 
false teeth came out and her glasses were broken. 

She was left with a fracture to the base of her 
spine, a fractured nose and eye socket and other 
injuries consistent with being kicked repeatedly. 

Police linked the assault to another attack in the 
same street the month before, when Davis 
assaulted an 81-year-old woman in her own home, 
stole golf clubs from her shed and then set the 
shed on fire. 

Davis, of College Road, was caught with DNA 
linking him to the scene. 

He was jailed at Maidstone Crown Court after 
admitting three counts of grievous bodily harm 
with intent, two counts of robbery and two counts 
of burglary. 
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What will make next week’s headlines... 


Details of pylon route 
all set to be unveiled 


Euro elections set to be 
platform for Ukip wins 


THE National Grid will this week 
confirm just how it intends to build 
a high voltage power connection 
between Richborough and 
Canterbury. 

The Richborough Connection 
will link with the Nemo scheme, 
which sees the setting up of a 1,000 
megawatt electricity link between 
Belgium and the UK. 


Up to 70 pylons could be built 
stretching from the sub-station in 
Broad Oak Road to Richborough, 
near Sandwich, passing through 
Upstreet, Hersden, Chislet, Broad 
Oak and Sturry. 

However, it is also thought 
possible some of the cabling may 
be run underground, amid 
growing concerns over the impact 


1 


on the environment. 

Details of the route, announced 
last year following a public 
consultation, will be unveiled 
during a special presentation in 
Canterbury on Tuesday. 


THE county will take to the 
polling stations on Thursday for 
the European elections - with 
the UK Independence Party 
(Ukip) set to steal the headlines 
in the south east. 

After an impressive showing 
in last year’s county council 
elections, where Ukip became 
the main opposition party to 
the ruling Conservatives, it has 


spent millions in a bid to woo 
voters on May 22. 

Currently, the only south east 
MEP for Ukip is its leader Nigel 
Farage, who lives in Wester- 
ham. He will be hoping to be 
joined by at least one more 
colleague by the time polls 
close. 

Turn inside for our full 
coverage of the election. 




also 


Boundary consultation 


Hop Farm to host show 


Hunt for stolen statue 


A PUBLIC consultation into changes to 
council ward boundaries across the 
Canterbury area closes on Tuesday. 

The independent Local Government 
Boundary Commission propose the city 
council should have 39 councillors in the 
future, eleven fewer than today 


PADDOCK Wood’s Hop Farm is to host the 
first West Kent Country Show next 
weekend. 

The event runs across Sunday and 
Monday with thousands expects to attend. 
Attractions include animal shows, historic 
re-enactments and arts and crafts. 


POLICE will be stepping up their hunt for a 
memorial statue for dead babies, stolen 
from a crematorium earlier this month. 

The statue, donated by a charity, was 
taken from the Kent and Sussex Cremato¬ 
rium in Tunbridge Wells. Officers de¬ 
scribe the crime as “simply despicable”. 


Cathedral gardens open 

CANTERBURY Cathedral will open its 
‘secret gardens’ to the public next week. 

The annual event allows a rare chance to 
see private gardens maintained within the 
cathedral’s grounds - while monies raised 
by the event goes to charity. Last year’s 
event raised £10,000. 
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Up to 24 months 
Interest free credit on any 
new purchase over £750 

Vi-Spring Devonshire Divan 

Beautiful pocket sprung divans from the leading 
UK bed manufacture available in different sizes and 
comfort levels for individual taste. 150cm base and 
mattress, headboard optional extra. 

iujuiJiJi.il,im-11.1 


IN YOUR HOME 
FOR ONLY 

£92 

PER MONTH* 

L_ A 


Price: £2,950 
Deposit: £742 

24 payments of 
£92-0% APR* 

Total Cost: £2,950 



25-34 Roper Road, Canterbury CT2 7EL 

0 

£ www.lenleys.co.uk 
Tel: 01227 766655 



Interest Free Credit Subject to status, terms and conditions 
excludes softs department and non-delivered goods 
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We can help you turn your house into 
the home of your dreams 


Nasons 

at home ^ 


Whether you ore setting up your first home, 
enhancing your family home or beautifying 
your retirement home. We hove quality goods 
at affordable prices to suit everyone 




’NASONS at home' Furniture and Bed Centre is located on Maynard Road, UJincheap €state, Canterbury 

Our experienced staff ore here to help you turn your house into a beautiful home, and the Nasons family values mean we will never ever pressure you into making a 
purchase, we will just listen and advise. We would love to welcome you to our store, but in the meantime if you wish to talk to a member of our staff before your visit 

please call us on 01227 463550. We look forward to meeting you soon. 

uuujuj.nasons.co.uk 
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Is housing on Mrs Gloag’s agenda 
after 1 lth-hour Manston bid fails? 

Despite investment firm RiverOak agreeing to pay the £7 million asking price for the Thanet airport 
amid assurances it would be sold, its owner has refused to do business and the site has been closed. 
Now concerns about the real intentions behind the scenes are growing, writes Maria Chiorando. 



OFF THE RADAR: Manston Airport closed its doors for the last time on Thursday... but where does its future lie now? 


M anston Airport 

took its last breath on 
Thursday night - the 
tragic end to a drama 
that has raised more 
questions than answers and appears 
to have brought down the curtain on 
an historic site. 

Or, at least, so it seemed as we went 
to press. 

There remains the opportunity for 
a buyer to still secure a deal this 
weekend - but after another offer 
from an American investment firm 
that met the asking price of £7 mil¬ 
lion was rejected, it only added fuel to 
a growing fire that owner Ann Gloag 
has other plans for the site. 

Mrs Gloag, who made her name 
through creating the Stagecoach 
transport empire, spent the week 
apparently oblivious to the upset her 
decisions were taking - instead pur¬ 
suing some charity work in Africa. 

She has consistently refused to 
speak to the media about her involve¬ 
ment with Manston, while her 
spokeswoman refused to elaborate on 
what happens next to the Thanet site. 

Over recent weeks, US investor 
RiverOak has made three offers - 
thought to have started at £5m and 
risen in million-pound increments. 

It confirmed to Kent on Sunday on 
Thursday afternoon its final bid had 
been for the full £7m asking price. 

Mrs Gloag had purchased the site 
for £1 - with around £350,000 of 
debt - last October. 

She claimed deals with Ryanair 
and British Airways she expected to 
agree came to nothing, hence her 
decision of putting it on the market. 

However, now there are growing 
concerns that her motives may have 
been influenced by the potential of 
the land for developing and housing. 


There are issues connected to that, 
however. As a former MoD site, there 
are issues of contamination. 

Conservative MP Sir Roger Gale - 
who says he will support any bid 
by the union Unite to file grievance 
procedures against the owners - was 
left furious by the situation. He met 
Mrs Gloag several weeks ago and was 
assured she wanted to sell. 

He told KoS this week: “It is absurd. 
For a woman who claims to be chari¬ 
table, some great philanthropist and 


a Christian, well, putting 150 people 
out of work, you have to ask yourself 
why. 

“This is absolutely wrong and I have 
every intention of raising it in much 
greater depth at government level.” 

Earlier in the week he raised the is¬ 
sue during Prime Minister’s Questions 
in the House of Commons. Prime Min¬ 
ister David Cameron assured him 
transport minister Patrick McLough- 
lin would speak to Mrs Gloag - but he 
too was unable to get hold of her. 


Ian McCoulough, regional officer 
from Unite, insisted that while the 
airport had closed, the fight was far 
from over. 

He said: “My view is that Manston 
Skyport [the company set up by Ann 
Gloag to own the site] can have had 
two reasons for prevaricating: one, 
they were trying to ramp the price up 
at the last minute; the other is they 
never had any intention of selling in 
the first place. 

“We think they’ve lied to us in re- 


kk Myviewis: one, 
they were trying to 
ramp the price up at 
the last minute; the 
other is they never had 
any intention of selling 
in the first place JJ 


Ian McCoulough, 

Regional officer of union Unite 

gards to the bidding process. We 
knew there were people trying to get 
bids in, and they can’t contact Man¬ 
ston Skyport. 

“We will be seeking legal advice.” 

Charles Buchanan, chief executive 
of the airport and in charge of its day- 
to-day running since it was in the 
hands of former owner Infratil, re¬ 
fused to comment to KoS as he left the 
airport on Thursday. 

Thanet District Council’s new lead¬ 
er (see story below) Iris Johnston said: 
“It’s 150 jobs, it’s people that would 
have to uproot and take children out 
of schools. 

“We do need this airport, absolutely.” 

RiverOak said on Friday it was 
“considering its options” about the 
airport. 

However, time is running out. 

Earlier in the week it said it could 
still move on it a “few days” after clo¬ 
sure, but if it extended to weeks it may 
prove too much to revive it. 

■ What do you think? Share your 
view and join the debate. Write to: 
The Editor, KoS, Apple Barn, Hythe 
Road, Smeeth, Ashford TN25 6SS. Or 
email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 


‘Toxic’ council has new head after leader’s shock resignation 



ATTACK: Councillor Clive Hart 


THANET District Council elected 
Labour’s Iris Johnston as its new 
leader on Thursday night, following 
the dramatic resignation earlier in 
the week of Clive Hart. 

He stepped down amid claims of 
rebellion in the ranks and fury over 
the actions of some fellow councillors. 

Labour has only a wafer-thin 
advantage over the Conservative 
Party locally, with Cllr Johnston 
beating Tory leader Bob Bayford by 
just two votes. 

Lollowing her victory, Cllr Johnston 
told KoS: “I am very pleased we have 
been able to move forward. I’m very 
thankful to Clive Hart for all his help 
in the past week and I will be relying 
on his experience as leader.” 


Cllr Hart stepped down on 
Monday. He wrote a protracted and 
emotional post on Lacebook, 
outlining his decision to resign. 

He highlighted constant attacks 
by former Labour councillor, now 
Green Party representative, Ian 
Driver as one of the reasons behind 
his decision. 

He said: “Lor the past two-and-a 
half-years years I have succeeded 
in holding together a council 
consistently under siege from within 
due to Cllr Driver’s persistently 
negative and disruptive actions.” 

He went on to accuse Cllr Driver of 
wasting council time with complaints 
and freedom of information requests, 
secretly filming his colleagues and 


publishing sensitive material on the 
internet. 

He said he could not continue to 
take responsibility for a council that 
contained such “toxic behaviour”, 
adding: “I therefore regretfully 
resign as the leader of Thanet 
District Council”. 

Cllr Driver has been particularly 
vocal about Cllr Hart’s style of 
leadership, both during and after 
his stint as council leader, frequently 
accusing him of being “very frugal 
with information”. 

Cllr Johnston said: “Clive’s 
resignation was not a surprise. He 
resigned because he had been under 
a tremendous amount of pressure. 

“It was a shame. I was very sorry 


he decided to step down because we 
had one more year to run of his 
leadership. I knew he was under 
some stress.” 

In a further disruption to the 
cabinet, following the vote, deputy 
leader Alan Poole also quit, following 
the resignation of Michelle Tenner 
and Kim Gibson. 

All three members not only 
stepped down from the cabinet 
but also resigned from the Labour 
Party to stand as independent 
representatives. 

Cllr Johnston said: “They are 
exceptionally hard-working people 
and I know they are working toward 
the greater good of Thanet, whatever 
party they stand for.” 
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If you're looking for the very best in leisure living, our luxury lodges will deliver the ultimate ownership experience 
every time. Beauport Holiday Park is a stunning country park set in over 250 acres of natural woodland on the outskirts 
of historic Hastings. It is a haven of peace and tranquility and the ideal choice to get away from it all. With a great mix 
of facilities, entertainment for all ages and lots to see and do in the surrounding area, Beauport is the place to be. 


• Finance available* • 1134 month season 

• Caravans from just £9,995 • Lodges from £69,995 

• Private garden & parking spaces *^Gym 

• Owners Country Club • Heated outdoor pool 


Pitch fees, rates, gas & electric 
from £360 per month 1- 



HOME EXCHANGE 

Sell your property so you can buy your dream lodge, and a 
smaller permanent home as well! 

We can help you do this with our property part exchange scheme. 




The epitome of comfort, 
using luxurious fabrics 
and a rich colour scheme 
throughout. 


2004 ABI Arizona 

28ft x 10ft, 2 bedrooms, 6 berth. 

A well presented and stylish 
caravan perfect for those 
family getaways. 


2012 Willerby Allure 

36ft x 12ft, 2 bedrooms, 6 berth. 

uPVC double glazing, central 
heating with an open plan 
lounge/dining area. 


£99,950 


2003 Cosalt Holywell 

28ft x 10ft, 2 bedrooms, 6 berth. 


A great starter holiday 
home boasting lots of 
storage space for all the 
family. 


2014 Delta Desire Luxury Lodge 

40ft x 20ft, 2 bedrooms, 6 berth. 


‘Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. tBased on average consumption. 


To discover more about park life please call Dean 

01424 230 836 

or visit www.ParkHolidays.com/beauportsales 

The Ridge West, St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN37 7PP 
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Rise and rise of the beach hut has 
hundreds of us plotting our move 


To some they are 
simply a ‘shed 
with a view’, but 
these days huts 
by the county’s 
beaches are much 
in demand. In fact 
they are helping 
bring much- 
needed tourism 
into our seaside 
towns, as Chris 
Murphy reports 


E ARLIER this month, Can¬ 
terbury City Council mailed 
out details to those who had 
expressed an interest details 
of how to buy a number of 
new beach huts. 

Along with more than 630 other 
privately-owned huts on council 
land, the often brightly-coloured 
buildings have become a popular site 
on the seafront. 

From Whitstable to Herne Bay, they 
parade serenely along the seafront, 
contrasting with the shingle beach 
and murk of the estuary waters. 

And they command a quite re¬ 
markable price. 

For what is, some will say, simply a 
glorified ‘shed with a view’, the cost to 
acquire one of these sites will be 
£22,950. And that is assuming you 
are fast enough out of the blocks to 
get one. Demand is set to be high. 

What’s more, if you don’t live in the 
district, you’ll be paying £579 in 
rental charges this year for it, too. 

The beach hut you’ll own at the end 
will be several rows from the front on 
the picturesque Tankerton Slopes, 
have no running water or electricity, 
and you won’t be able to sleep in them 
either. 

Don’t think that heading to the 
second-hand market will see you 
emerge with much change, either. 

To buy one on second-hand - and 
potentially fractionally closer to the 


beach-will set you back £25,000. To 
nab one in the front row, you’ll need 
£35,000 burning a hole in your back 
pocket. 

David Cope is from beachhut- 
s4hire.com, one of the main hubs for 
the buying and selling of beach huts. 
He told us: “The cost of owning one is 
much the same as measuring the 
length of a piece of string. 

“There are some in Southwold that 
go for £100,000-plus. It is a case of 
supply and demand - in areas where 
there are lots, it is cheaper. 

“Some families keep their beach 
huts for generations and they very 
rarely come on the market, but in 
some areas they are always available. 

“After buying your hut, you own 
just the building and have to pay a 
sort of annual ground rent, of around 
£400, to the local councils that usu¬ 
ally retain ownership of that ground. 
Insurance to cover damage, storms, 
theft and vandalism will cost around 
£100 a year, but again this will vary 
depending on what is kept inside. 

“We are keen to get share schemes 
up and running where owners can 
rent their huts out to offset some of 
those costs. Some councils allow this 
and some don’t - prospective and ex¬ 
isting owners need to check with 
their local authority to ensure they 
understand all the rules. 

“Rentals in Kent run to a couple of 
hundred pounds a week and it’s a 


good way to see if you really enjoy the 
lifestyle. 

“It is all terribly British to sit on 
your deckchair outside your beach 
hut with wonderful views and quietly 
watch the world go by. 

“Some people kit out their huts 
with seating and have a small stove to 
cook up some lunch and perhaps a 
portable sink to do the washing-up.” 

He said people living in big cities 
like London were now heading for 
beaches in Kent and elsewhere in ever 
greater numbers, and interested in 
taking on a beach hut of their own. 

He said: “It’s just like the housing 
market. This once more can drive up 
prices. It is again all about supply and 
demand-if lots of people are showing 
an interest in a particular area, own¬ 
ers will edge their prices up.” 

And while Whitstable may be one 
of the more in-demand locations, it is 
far from alone. 

T he appetite for beach huts is 
booming. Which is remarka¬ 
ble for what started out in the 
19th century as a way that 
shy ladies could venture into the sea 
without walking around in front of 
other people. 

It’s a far cry, too, from those early 
days when a hut could be rented for 
the princely sum of £12 a year, 
Further along the coast, Thanet 
has long since embraced the lure of 


the beach hut. Your Leisure, the com¬ 
pany that runs a host of council- 
owned properties, oversees some 600 
plots that can be rented out to allow a 
hut to be placed and a similar number 
of plots that come with a hut pre¬ 
assembled. 

Steve Davis is its managing director. 

He said: “Ours are either six feet by 
six feet or eight by eight. 

“We hire them weekly to help the 
holiday season and we have some 
people who want one on the bay for 
the whole year.” 

While the country may be stuck in 
an era of austerity, the demand con¬ 
tinues to buck the trend and rise. 

Mr Davis added: “Seasonal and an¬ 
nual, there is nothing available, they 
are all booked for next year. We have 
waiting lists that are quite large. 

“We have got about 400-500 peo¬ 
ple on our waiting lists. Three years 
ago, we checked every person to see if 
they wanted to remain on the lists 
and many of them did. 

“People are adding their names all 
the time. 

“Weekly, there is some availability, 
but only off-peak, which is like May 
and June, but if you want July and 
August there is no chance. 

“There is even a waiting list for 
these, but the August ones are like 
gold dust. 
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Demand for ‘your own little bolt 
hole’ growing since the mid-90s 


“They go up for sale at the end of 
July for the following year and people 
queue up. 

“We have a launch day every year 
and it is always very busy. We used to 
do it by email, but that used to take 
two days to go through so we had to 
change it slightly.” 

Residents can get some money off 
and make up the bulk of users. 

Mr Davis says about 60 per cent of 
its customers live on the isle, about 30 
per cent are from across the county 
and the outskirts of London and the 
rest are from “further afield”. 

He said: “I have been here doing 
this since 1999 and we had to change 
some of the weeklies into seasonals 
because there were fewer people 
wanting weeklies - there were fewer 
holiday-makers, basically.” 

The Thanet huts are equipped with 
a pair of deckchairs and a gas bottle 
with trivet so users can boil a kettle; 
some have a water tap inside and six 
in Kingsgate even have showers. 

Mr Davis said: “We like to think 
they are well stocked with what most 
people would come to expect during 
their stay. 

“I have been in discussion with the 
council to do what I call some up¬ 
graded models, and that is the way to 
go, I think.” 

He has also been looking to bolster 
the stock, but planning permission 
can be tricky, with some locals oppos¬ 
ing their development. 

Mr Davis said: “You are going to get 
people who don’t want them. A lot of 
locals don’t like people spoiling their 
beaches and promenades. 

“We think these huts are here to 
stay. Since 1999 we have expanded 
their availability by about 25 per cent 
and there are still waiting lists. 

“I would want to expand further, 
but it is always going to be difficult. 
We are concentrating on our bays 
with blue flags. 

“Going back to when I was a child 
in the 1960s, all the bays in Clifton- 
ville had many, many beach huts, but 
there are none now - they were all 
vandalised. We had a trial, but it 
didn’t work, and that was that. 

“Cliftonville used to have so many 
hotels and they would rent the huts 
for their guests to use. 

“We do have some guest houses in 
Broadstairs that do that very thing 
today.” 

Prices for a seasonal hire from mid- 
April to mid-September is £735, an¬ 
nual is £915, winter is £375 and 
weekly £62 off-peak and £93 peak. 

One of the key benefits is that it can 
lure in repeat custom. Owners will 
flock again and again, while the aes¬ 
thetic benefits will also help swell the 
number of day-trippers. 

In Swale, they’ve seen the benefits 
of the huts to other areas and are 
keen to follow in their footsteps. 

k k Going back to when 
I was a child in the 
1960s, all the bays in 
Cliftonville had many, 
many huts, but there 
are none now - they 
were all vandalised JJ 


Steve Davis, 

Your Leisure, in Thanet 


ARCHITECTURAL historian, 
author and lecturer Kathryn Ferry 
is an expert in design and seaside 
culture. 

She told us: “Demand for beach 
huts started to increase in the 
mid-90s and shows no sign of 
decreasing despite the recession. 

“People have rediscovered the 
great British seaside and beach 
huts offer a great opportunity to 
enjoy a slice of seafront property. 

“Although some new ones have 
been built, demand still outstrips 
supply, hence the high prices in 
some areas.” 

But what about the promise they 
are a good investment? 

She said: “Maybe. Prices have 
held their own, but lots of huts 
have been destroyed around the 
coast during the recent bad 
weather so they’re hardly a very 
secure investment. 

“You can’t get a mortgage for a 
beach hut, so you have to have the 
money upfront. 

“Of course, the hut itself only 
accounts for a fraction of the cost 


A spokesman for the council said: 
“A suggestion was made in 2012 to 
introduce beach huts on Sheppey. 

“This created considerable interest 
from local residents and some of those 
residents formed the Minster Beach 
Hut Association, who now work with 
the council on the project. 

“In 2013, 10 huts were purchased 
to be used by the members of the as¬ 
sociation and a further 10 owned by 
the council were built and were made 
available for lease for the period of the 
two-year pilot programme. 


and can be replaced for much less 
than the usual asking price 
because it really is about location. 

“My own view is that you should 
buy a beach hut because you want 
to use it, not because you want it to 
make you money - it’s very sad to 
see rows of huts padlocked closed 
on a hot summer day. People 
should be enjoying them. 

“They are really great places to 
relax - your own little bolt hole 
where you can watch the world go 
by and enjoy old-fashioned 
bucket-and-spade holidays with 
the children and/or grandchildren. 

“But they are prone to storm 
damage and vandalism and usually 
have no water, electricity or 
drainage. 

“These last points mean it is a 
kind of back-to-basics existence in 
a beach hut, but for some people 
this actually constitutes a pro 
rather than a con.” 

And the best places to look in 
Kent? 

She said: “I think Whitstable has 
always been the most expensive, 


“We currently have approximately 
300 people on the waiting list. The 
project has proved to be incredibly 
popular. 

“We worked with local residents 
and Kent Police in the run-up to the 
trial period to ensure the huts were 
put in place in the most appropriate 
location. The project is part of our 
localism agenda and shows localism 
in best practice.” 

The current fee is £650 per year 
inclusive of VAT but exclusive of 
rates, which is yet to be calculated 


but Broadstairs is popular, with 
loads of huts spread over its several 
different bays.” 

The costs and ownership rights 
differ wildly, too. She said: “There 
is usually a basic cost plus rates 
and/or lease of site. Some are 
council-owned and leased, others 
are privately-owned - quite a lot of 
variety. 

“Some huts are only available to 
local people, but again this depends 
on the place. Some councils have 
instituted a residency policy, but 
elsewhere it just depends on who is 
willing to pay what. 

“I would imagine demand from 
Londoners is quite high, particularly 
at somewhere like Whitstable and 
neighbouring Tanker ton Slopes. 

“Kent is likely to be especially 
appealing to Londoners because of 
its proximity, but beach huts are 
often owned by people from further 
inland. This has always been the 
case because they offer a sort of 
home-from-home, ideal if you have 
to travel some distance but want a 
place to keep your beach stuff.” 


by the Valuation Office Agency. 

R ules about the huts vary 
from council to council, but 
in general no one can sleep 
overnight in them, al¬ 
though authorities can find this is 
difficult to police. 

You can’t keep pets there, can’t put 
up anything with an advertising feel, 
no barbecues and no storage other 
than the usual things associated with 
a day out at the beach. 

Some allow gas bottles, but some 



‘Modesty’ box to 
holiday home for 
the toiling classes 

IT’S thought today’s beach hut is a 
derivative of the old-fashioned 
wheeled bathing boxes. 

These were used by ladies who 
didn’t want to parade about on the 
beach in their swimwear in front of 
other people. 

So the huts were wheeled into 
the shallows so she could simply 
open the door, have a paddle and 
clamber back into her ‘modesty’ 
box once more and change back 
into her normal clothes. 

These early 'vehicles’ existed as 
far back as 1862 and were seen on 
beaches not only in prudish 
England, but also France, Italy and 
as far away as Australia. 

Since then, the wheels were 
removed in the early 20th century 
and they were turned into pretty 
much what we see today. 

But back then, they were 
regarded as “holiday homes for 
the toiling classes”. 

It wasn’t until the 1930s that their 
image was once more altered and 
the likes of George V and Queen 
Mary spent the day at a beach hut 
in Sussex. 

Other notables include the 
Spencer family and Laurence 
Olivier. There was a crossover with 
fishermen using similar designs to 
store equipment. 

After the closure of all UK 
beaches during the Second World 
War, the hut enjoyed a major 
revival in the following decades, 
but its popularity drove up prices. 

What was once the preserve of 
the working class became the 
exclusive property of those with 
some cash behind them. 

Demand was so high that those 
fishermen’s huts were also 
converted in large numbers. 


don’t, and any pets taken to a hut 
much be monitored at all times. 

The Swale project was started by 
Mark Whitton, who was already a 
beach-hut fan and so set up the Min¬ 
ster association. 

He told us: “It is all going well. We 
want to set up a cafe now in the Min¬ 
ster beach area and get the place into 
the 21st century.” 

It may yet prove that beach huts can 
be a catalyst for regeneration of an 
area, as much as they are capable of 
cashing in on an area’s success. 
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Established 1981 

CF 


Over 55,000 customers! 




Limited 



Celebrating over 33 years 
of beautiful windows... 
Guaranteed 

Finance available subject 
to status, written quotations 
available on request 


Energy Window 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 

Supaglaze 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


Our Sale Now On! 

Kent's leading double glazing manufacturer 


WINDOWS 

£1,512 
WINDOWS 
£1,890 £<3 
WINDOWS 

£2,268 r“ 

WINDOWS 


WINDOWS 

£1,891 i"3 

WINDOWS 

£2,364 

WINDOWS 

£2,836« 

WINDOWS 


« £3,309 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Jl\u\ 
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HI 
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Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


Open 6 days a week 


as heard on heart 

103.1 1C2.8 




FENSA 


REGISTERED COMPANY 




Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 


Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. H 


01795422877 . . 

01322290525 www.supaglazmg.eom 
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THE BOX OFFICE 

01474 33 77 74 

www.woodville.co.uk 



CURRY & COMEDY NIGHT 


THE NOISE NEXT DOOR & MIKE WIIMOT 

The UKs leoding imptov gfoup.Mifce r s TV work includes: Live 
At The Apollo [BBC 1 ] and Never Mind Ihe Bu^cooks (BBC2) 



June 


WEDNESDAY 

7.30pm 


PAUL CHOWDHRY; H05I of Channel 4 's Stand Up For The Week & 
star of BBCl r s Live af the Apollo is back with biggest lour to date 



r AN EXCITING 
THEATRICAL 
EXPERIENCE 
FOR THE WHOLI 
L FAMILY! 


THURSDAY 

7.30 pm 


June 



PEPPA PIG'S BtG SPLASH An adventure fufl of songs, gomes and 
muddy puddles I 



in need of a 
place on your 
wildlife radar 


Despite protected status, the county’s bat 
population is under threat as its habitats are 
destroyed to make way for new houses. 
Caroline Read talks to the Kent Bat Group to 
find out what can be done to help 


14 Week ending May 18,2014 


KEA 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 













T HERE may be few animals that get 
such a mixed press as the humble bat. 

In the space of a generation they 
have moved from being seen as a pest 
to be exterminated to becoming one 
of the nation’s most protected creatures. 

What’s more, perhaps like no other creature, 
they continue to hold the public’s imagination 
- courtesy of the imagery used in superhero 
Batman movies and comics and Bram Stoker’s 
classic bloodthirsty creation Dracula. 

But today they face a struggle that even 
Gotham’s crime-fighter or the famous Transyl¬ 
vanian count might struggle to combat - 
declining numbers caused, say experts, by the 
county’s relentless house-building. 

For members of the Kent Bat Group, as the 
days get longer and the nights warmer, so they 
find themselves at the busiest time of the season. 

Tasked with responsibility for protecting the 
precious bats left in our county, the group does 
the lion’s share of its work over the late spring 
and summer. 

While the bats are awake, feeding and breed¬ 
ing, the Kent Bat Group is there to make sure 
they are safe. 

Bats are some of the most protected creatures 
in the country, with legislation meaning it is an 
offence for anyone to intentionally kill, injure or 
even handle a bat - whether alive or dead. 

It is also against the law to disturb a roosting 
bat, to sell or offer a bat for sale and to damage 
or obstruct access to any place used by bats as 
shelter - whether they are present at the time or 
not. 

When it comes to bats, the law is firmly on 
their side. 

Established in 1983, two years after bats were 
given legal protection, the volunteers of the 
Kent Bat Group have made it their mission to do 
all they can for their flying friends. 

One of the counties facing the most pressure 
to build houses for our expanding population, 
Kent is also one of the counties where bat num¬ 
bers have declined most over the past few dec¬ 
ades. The two things, says Shirley Thompson of 
Kent Bat Group, are clearly linked. 

“Loss of habitat is the biggest threat facing 
bats these days,” she says. 

“They need a lot of food, so they need a mas¬ 
sive number of insects. Therefore, wherever 
there is development and new roads you’re los¬ 
ing the trees and plants that feed the insects. 

“Also, they need lots of different places to 
roost. In the winter they want a cold place to 
hibernate and in the summer they want warm 
places to have their babies. 

“They’re getting fewer and fewer options.” 
Mrs Thompson has been involved with the 
group since it was formed and is now one of the 
county’s leading authorities on bats. 

“I’ve always been interested in natural histo¬ 
ry and way back in 1981 bats were first protect¬ 
ed by the Wildlife and Countryside Act,” she 
says. “This was an overnight switch from them 
being seen as pests to being one of the most 
heavily protected mammals. 

“It was quite a difficult time, because how do 
you get this sudden switch over to the public? 
And to the pest-control officers who had been 
killing them. It was a massive change. 

“There was a national drive to recruit volun¬ 
teers and I went to a talk encouraging people to 
set up bat groups and to get people licensed in 
order to give advice to people about bats in their 
area. 

“That was 1983 and I asked my husband if we 
should leave our names and contact details. He 

k k They need a lot of food so 
they need a massive number 
of insects, wherever there is 
development and new roads 
you’re losing the trees and 
plants feeding the insects j j 


Shirley Thompson, 

Kent Bat Group 


wasn’t keen to get involved but, of course, 30 
years later, here we are.” 

The kind of advice Mrs Thompson regularly 
gives is what to do if you find bats in your loft. 

With so many strict laws about what you can 
and can’t do with them, it’s always safest to get 
an expert opinion. 

Most enquiries go straight to the Bat Conser¬ 
vation Trust in London, which holds a list of 
contacts for all local groups and can pass callers 
on to someone in their area. 

Mrs Thompson explains: “I had a call from 
someone this week who was having solar pan¬ 
els put in and all of a sudden the contractors had 
a couple of bats flying around the loft and fortu¬ 
nately they realised that what they had to do 
was to stop work and get in touch. 

“Thirty years after the law changed, there are 
still some builders who don’t understand what 
they should do, but most know these days.” 

The Kent Bat Group has more than 200 mem¬ 
bers, but not all of them are active. 

Of these about 20 are licensed members who 
are trained to work on behalf of Natural England 
- the public body responsible for protecting 
England’s environment. Others take part in bat- 
spotting walks and surveys, while some just 
receive the newsletter and take an interest. 

“Every member is important because we’re 
trying to get the message out all the time. That 
for me is still the most important thing that we 
do - we raise awareness about bats across the 
board.” 

With bats, though, nothing is simple. Four¬ 
teen of Britain’s resident 18 bat species have 
been recorded in Kent, but that is not quite as 
cut and dry as it seems. Some have been visitors 
from other areas and some have only been spot¬ 
ted once or twice. 

To complicate the issue, the number of species 
seems to change quite regularly. 

When the group started out, a pipistrelle bat 
was just a pipistrelle bat, but in recent years that 
species has been split into two by scientists. 

There’s now a soprano pipistrelle as well. The 
only way to tell them apart is to listen to their 
high-frequency calls with a bat-detector. 

There is also a survey going on at the moment 
to establish how many Nathusius’s pipistrelle 
bats, previously thought to only live in main¬ 
land Europe, we have in the country. 

In Kent, as elsewhere, the pipistrelle is our 
most abundant species by far. They can usually 
be seen hunting for insects in gardens and along 
hedgerows just after sunset, flying with rapid 
twists and turns. 

In summer, pipistrelles sometimes roost 
behind hanging tiles or barge boards on the 
outside of houses. 

The brown long-eared bat is widespread in 
Kent but seen less often than the pipistrelles. It 
usually lives in or near woodland and hunts 
near trees and hedgerows, sometimes flying 
slowly or hovering to take insects from leaves or 
grass. These bats prefer to roost in old houses 
with high timbered lofts, emerging after dark. 

B echstein’s bat, one of the UK’s rarest 
mammals, was first found in Kent, hi¬ 
bernating, in 2001. A lactating female 
was recorded in 2010, proving this spe¬ 
cies is breeding somewhere in the county. 

But finding out where is next to impossible. 
You can hardly catch a glimpse a fast-flying bat, 
let alone track it. 

“It’s true - they’re really difficult to study,” 
says Mrs Thompson. 

“Which is one of the things that make them so 
interesting. The Bat Conservation Trust has 
been running a monitoring scheme for several 
years now. Local bat groups take part in that 
and for different species we have different ways 
of checking them - because they all behave so 
differently. 

“Pipistrelles, for instance, we actually count 
as they emerge from their maternity roosts in 
the summer. And we know we don’t get them 
all, but we count on two dates in June at the 
same roosts, and that gives us a good idea. 

“After a few years of monitoring them, you 
can find a trend and it does seem some species 
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COLONY: The county’s bat population is under threat as its habitats are destroyed by builders 
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BATS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
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MISUNDERSTOOD? Nathusius’s pipistrelle mum and twins. Bats have had 
a bad press but some species are among the country’s rarest mammals 


are stabilising. But this is a national 
figure and I know darn well that the 
South East is not doing as well as 
some other areas.” 

The most important hibernation 
site known in Kent are the caves at 
Hosey Common near Westerham, 
where five species of bat regularly hi¬ 
bernate over the winter. 

Man-made caves that were part of 
an old mine, the site is managed as a 
bat reserve by the Kent Wildlife Trust 
and Kent Bat Group. All four entranc¬ 
es have been grilled to reduce distur¬ 
bance to hibernating bats. 

“Way back in the 1960s, batty peo¬ 
ple were checking them out there,” 
says Mrs Thompson. 

“It’s probably our biggest hiberna¬ 
tion site in the county. This is now 
included in the national monitoring 
programme, but the mines are only 
checked three times a year, over the 
winter, because we don’t want to 
disturb them. 

“We’re very short of hibernation 
caves in this county because we don’t 
have many natural caves. 

“In Kent, the bats have to make do 
with places like these disused mines 
or railway tunnels.” 

But this year the surveys have re¬ 
vealed smaller numbers of bats hiber¬ 
nating in the Westerham mines and 
Mrs Thompson puts that down to the 
warmer winter. 

“It’s true of all hibernation sites 
this year, actually. We don’t know if 
they’ve found somewhere else to hi¬ 
bernate, somewhere that’s easier for 
them to pop out and feed occasional¬ 
ly. We just don’t know with bats. 

“My feeling is it’s because it was so 
warm, maybe they didn’t need to.” 


F or a creature long vilified by 
horror movies, our native bats 
are surprisingly sensitive crea¬ 
tures and their numbers reflect 
the tiniest changes in habitat and cli¬ 
mate change. 

Once misunderstood and persecut¬ 
ed, there are now plenty of groups to 


ensure the little animals don’t vanish. 

Joe Nunez-Mino, of the Bat Conser¬ 
vation Trust, says: “Bats play a vital 
role in our environment as highly ef¬ 
fective insect-hunters. Despite this, 
bat populations have suffered severe 
declines during the last century, 
mainly due to habitat destruction. 


O In summer: 

Female bats gather in 
maternity colonies in 
early summer. After giving birth 
in June or early July they suckle 
their single young for several 
weeks. At this time some may 
roost in houses, but they do not 
build nests or cause any damage. 
They normally leave in late 
summer, when the young can fly 
and hunt for food. 


In winter: 

a All British bats eat insects. 
As these are scarce in 
winter, bats seek somewhere cool 
and undisturbed to hibernate. In 
Kent they have been found using 
places like chalk caves or 
deneholes, ice houses and 
disused buildings. Although 
small numbers hang free, they 
usually squeeze into cracks and 
crevices. Kent Bat Group has 
been involved in protection and 
improvement of a number of such 
sites. 


To the bat box! 

Simple to construct yourself with 


the plans at www.kentbatgroup. 
org.uk, it is low-maintenance and 
self-cleaning and encourages 
bats to roost near your home. 

Fit it with brackets or wires as 
high as possible either in a tree in 
your garden or on a high wall. 

It needs to be in sheltered spot, 
out of direct wind, and exposed 
to the sun for part of the day. 

A clear line of flight to and from 
the box is also important. 

If you get bats in your bat box, 
or if you see them in your garden, 
Kent Bat Group would like to 
know as part of its survey. Email 
records@kentbatgroup.org.uk 
with your details and as much 
about the bats you’ve seen as 
possible (how many, where and if 
you don’t know the species just 
describe them). 


® If you find a bat... 

If you need advice about 
bats or if you find one 
that needs help, call the Bat 
Conservation Trust hotline on 
0845 1300228 or 0207 7356663. 

Visit www.bats.org.uk and 
www.kentbatgroup.org.uk 


“The Bat Conservation Trust works 
alongside local bat groups to secure a 
future for bats in our ever-changing 
world by tackling the threats to bats, 
from persecution to loss of roosts and 
changing land use. 

“The latest results from our nation¬ 
wide monitoring efforts show that 


five species are showing improve¬ 
ment and five have stable populations 
- we currently know very little about 
the other species that breed in the UK. 
We will continue to work closely with 
local bat groups such as Kent Bat 
Group to protect bats for present and 
future generations.” 



GIRLINGS’ 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call GIRLINGS’ MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE HELPDESK on 

0845 2221 999 

For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 
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The European Union: Is now 
the time for us to withdraw? 


* £** * European 
*“* Elections 

★ THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2014 


As voters prepare 
to head to the polls 
on Thursday, the 
big question 
remains whether 
the UK should 
remain in or out of 
the European 
Union. Sarah 
Linney gets 
those on both 
sides of the fence 
to state their case... 


- says Petros Fas- 
soulas, chairman 
of the European 
Movement - an 
independent all-party group which 
wants more powers for the EU. 

Q. Why do you believe Britain 
should stay in the EU? 

First, because of the trade advantages 
that the EU offers. 

Fifty per cent of our foreign direct 
investment comes from EU countries, 
and 40 per cent of our exports go 
there. Those exports generate about 
four million jobs in the UK. The eco¬ 
nomic benefits are enormous. 

Being part of the biggest market in 
the world gives us much more 
influence - outside the EU we 
wouldn’t be able to trade so much. 

The US has said that as part of the 
EU Britain is a much more valuable 
partner and ally; and developing econ¬ 
omies also have more reason to en¬ 
gage with us if we are part of the EU. 


But also, the values the EU repre¬ 
sents - human rights, free trade, re¬ 
spect for the rule of law - those are all 
things Britain stands for and has 
fought for. 

Q. Bit expensive, though, isn’t it? 

The UK paid £8.9 billion into the EU 
budget in 2010/11 but it doesn’t re¬ 
flect what we get out in terms of trade. 
The EU gives us opportunities to ne¬ 
gotiate trade deals with the rest of the 
world. We have negotiated very fa¬ 
vourable terms in deals with South 
Korea, Singapore and Canada be¬ 


cause we are part of the EU, and we 
are now negotiating the mother of all 
trade deals with the USA. 

Outside the EU the US would be less 
inclined to trade and sign a deal with 
us - why would they? Our companies 
get a better deal as part of the EU, and 
it costs us about one per cent of our 
GDP (gross domestic product), com¬ 
pared with defence expenditure 
which is about 40 per cent. 

Q. Doesn’t being in the EU involve 
a loss of sovereignty, because 
some of our laws are now made in 
Brussels? 


Big decisions like healthcare, defence, 
education and welfare are still within 
the domain of the member states. 

We haven’t given up the right to 
govern ourselves, but we have identi¬ 
fied some areas where doing things 
together is better, such as climate 
change and free trade. And it might 
be another layer of governance but it 
is not undemocratic - we are the ones 
who vote for the MEPs. 

Q. Isn’t there a risk of losing 
sovereignty in the future? 

I haven’t seen any plans to make deci¬ 
sions on the areas we just mentioned 
at a European level. And all the main 
parties have committed themselves 
to consulting the people over a seri¬ 
ous transfer of sovereignty. 

Q. Let’s talk about immigration. 
Britain no longer has control of its 
own borders and a lot of people 
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believe the country is attracting 
too many people for its size? 

Of course you have free movement of 
people within the EU, which has al¬ 
lowed 2.2 million British people to go 
and live across the EU. 

They study there, retire there, work 
there, use healthcare there. But that 
doesn’t mean anyone can just walk 
in. People can live in another member 
state only if they wish to work and 
contribute. If someone is chronically 
unemployed, the member state has 
the right to ask them to leave. 

But those people who do come in 
contribute about £25bn per year, ac¬ 
cording to research by University 
College London. They pay much more 
in taxes than they take out in social 
and welfare payments. The research 
showed for every £1 a British person 
contributes to the economy, they take 
out £1.20; for every £1 a European 
contributes, they only get 8Op back. 
And that doesn’t cover the businesses 
they start and the people they employ. 

People come to Britain because 
there is a shortage of skills. We don’t 
produce enough nurses - the NHS 
would collapse if we weren’t able to 
import nurses from the EU easily. The 
same applies to social care; the hospi¬ 
tality industry; the financial services 
industry; engineering and IT. We im¬ 
port those people, and without them 
we wouldn’t be as successful. 



NO: Petros 
Fassoulas, 
chairman of the 
European 
Movement 


eat it if we did that. Norway 
contributes more to the EU budget 
than we do, for the privilege of having 
access to the common market. But 
whereas we have a place around the 
table, they haven’t the ability to influ¬ 
ence the decisions that govern it. 
Switzerland also has to compromise 
significantly. And compromising the 
national interest is what I call 
abandoning sovereignty. 

One point I always want to make is 
- what’s the alternative? People 
promise that out of the EU things will 
be better, but they don’t have any 
substantial proof to back their claims. 

A lot of it is emotion. If anyone ar¬ 
gues in favour of leaving the EU, he or 
she should be able to tell you with ab¬ 
solute certainty what it’s going to 
look like, down to the last pound. 


YES 


says Nigel 
Farage, lead¬ 
er of the UK 
Independ¬ 


ence Party (Ukip). 


Q. We could withdraw from the 
European Union and negotiate a 
free trade agreement with 
Europe, though, couldn’t we? 

We would neither have our cake nor 


Q. Why do you believe Britain 
should leave the EU? 

We should govern our own country 
and we should live in a democracy. 
We should be responsible for the big 


decisions that we make, and we can’t 
do those things as an EU member. 

Nearly all the big decisions are 
made elsewhere - we can’t even de¬ 
cide whether the takeover of Astra 
Zeneca is a good idea. 

Membership of the EU costs us 
£55m a day. We have ended up with 
more expensive electricity bills and 
more expensive food bills. 

Without excess EU regulations, 
small businesses would be able to cre¬ 
ate more wealth. A study by Ernst 
and Young of investors in America 
and Japan found that in both coun¬ 
tries, a significant majority said that 
if Britain lost some of the excesses and 
costs of EU regulation they would be 
more likely to invest. 

EU regulations have already led to 
one-in-four of our hedge funds in 
London leaving and going to Switzer¬ 
land or Singapore. 

I believe withdrawing from the EU 
would lead to a tremendous rebirth in 
our national self-confidence and pride 
and in what we believe as a nation. 

Q. Wouldn’t it harm trade if we 
withdrew from the largest single 
market in the world? 

Trade is trade. We don’t need to be a 
member of a political union to trade. 
The other countries in the European 
Union sell us more than we sell them. 

We are the eurozone’s biggest ex¬ 
port market in the world. They des¬ 
perately need access to the British 
market. Any thought of tariffs being 
put on is remarkable. If there were 
tariffs on French wine and Cham¬ 
pagne, there would be riots in Paris. 

Norway exports 75 per cent of its 
overseas goods to the EU. China is 
now selling quite a lot of stuff to us 



YES: says Nigel 
Farage, leader 
of the UK 
Independence 
Party (Ukip) 


and the rest of Europe without being 
part of the EU. Switzerland is not a 
member of the EU, and the Swiss have 
more free trade agreements around 
the world (including one with the EU) 
than we do. 

I think the EU destroys jobs and 
doesn’t create a single trade benefit. 

As a member of the EU, we are for¬ 
bidden from making our own trade 
deals with other parts of the world. 
Let’s open up and embrace the Com¬ 
monwealth. 

Q. Would our economy suffer if 
we left the EU? 

The companies which make this 
claim are giant multinationals who 
are all in this together and who set 
the rules to suit them. 

An expensive regulatory frame¬ 
work suits them because it stops com¬ 
petition springing up in the form of 
small and medium-sized businesses. 
It’s the holy trinity of big banks, big 
businesses and big politics. 

Twelve years ago we were told that 
if we wouldn’t join the euro, the City 
of London would decline. The oppo¬ 
site has happened. 

Q. What about the loss of our right 
to free movement within the EU? 


We could perfectly happily have re¬ 
ciprocal deals with countries of a 
similar standing. But being a member 
of the EU means opening our borders 
to 485 million people, many of whom 
come from poor, or former, Commu¬ 
nist countries, badly affecting mil¬ 
lions of ordinary working families. 

Yes, nurses from those countries 
can come to work here, but what 
about all the patients? Health tour¬ 
ism is absolutely massive. And yes, it 
means British citizens can get health¬ 
care abroad, but would you want free 
healthcare in Poland or Romania? 

If we wanted skilled migration we 
wouldn’t take it from across the EU, we 
would take it from across the world. 

Immigration is a big benefit to the 
rich and to big companies, but it leads 
to big unemployment and considera¬ 
ble anger in our communities. Youth 
unemployment in the UK has doubled 
since 2004; there is a chronic lack of 
primary school places and increased 
waiting times in A&E. We have an in¬ 
creasingly crowded and, according to 
this year’s British Social Attitudes 
Survey, an increasingly divided 
Britain. 

Q. Doesn’t the EU bring in a lot of 
laws which benefit Britain? 

Whether we get good laws or bad 
laws, the point is that we can’t change 
any of them. It’s a pretty undemocrat¬ 
ic system. 

The real authority rests with the 
European Commission. Regulations 
and directives have to go through the 
Parliament, but we can’t defend our 
interests from a minority position. 

Since 1966, there have been 55 oc¬ 
casions on which a British govern¬ 
ment has opposed a piece of EU law at 


ACCIDENT CLAIM? 
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the Council of Ministers. We have lost 
on 55 occasions. That’s not influence. 

Unlike at national elections, you 
can’t change or repeal existing laws 
through EU elections. Once some¬ 
thing is EU law, the Parliament can’t 
remove it. 


YES 

Group, an independent all-party 
think-tank promoting a less central¬ 
ised Europe. 


says Robert 
Oulds, direc¬ 
tor of the 
Bruges 


Q. Why do you believe we should 
leave the EU? 


It is a drain on our economy and costs 
the British taxpayer an enormous 
amount of money each year. That 
money could be spent supporting the 
British economy. From the regula¬ 
tions on businesses to the Common 
Agricultural Policy and the Common 
Fisheries Policy, it’s a burden we can’t 
afford. 


Q. Wouldn’t trade suffer if we 
withdrew from the EU? 

Why would Germany stop selling us 
cars, and France stop selling us wine 
and cheese? 

BMW owns the Mini, which is pro¬ 
duced in the UK and exported to Ger¬ 
many. That won’t stop - and the jobs 
linked to EU exports won’t stop. 

China and the US export more to 
the European single market than the 
UK does, and Mexico and South Ko¬ 
rea have free trade agreements with 
the EU. 

But the only two countries in Eu¬ 
rope that have managed to sign a free 



YES: says 
Robert Oulds, 
director of the 
Bruges Group 


trade agreement with China are Ice¬ 
land and Switzerland, who are not in 
the EU. 

Switzerland, Norway, Iceland and 
Lichtenstein achieved a free trade 
agreement with South Korea six 
years before the EU did, and their free 
trade negotiations with India are 
quite advanced, whereas the ones be¬ 
tween the EU and India are stalled. 
And it’s very important we have a free 
trade agreement with India as it is a 
strong, rapidly-growing market. 

Britain would like more trade 
around the world, particularly in 
services - the City of London is a key 
area of the services market - but the 
EU will not give many countries ac¬ 
cess to its agricultural goods and 
services, and we have to accept what 
the EU negotiates on our behalf. 

It would also help British trade to 
be able to avoid EU regulations. 

Red tape for a businessman dam¬ 
ages growth and competitiveness, 
which is why we see EU economies 
stagnating and other countries grow¬ 
ing a lot faster. All the regulations 
that come from the EU each year cre¬ 
ate a massive administration burden 
for business. 

Norway isn’t part of the EU but it is 
part of the European Economic Area, 
which gives it access to the EU single 


market. It has to accept some EU 
rules, but it has the right to opt out of 
or rewrite EU law, which as an EU 
member you can’t do. 

Norway does have a lot of influence 
over the EU - it has input into commit¬ 
tees which discuss policies, and the 
right to be involved in working groups 
where the development of rules is af¬ 
fecting the single market, and has 
been described by the OECD as a leader 
of the EU’s environmental policy. 

Q. Why doesn’t the EU want to 
open up the agricultural market? 

The Common Agricultural Policy 
was designed to support small EU 
farmers, and there are very stringent 
tariffs on exports from outside the EU, 
which protects EU farmers. 

But they can charge a higher price 
because people from abroad can’t sell, 
so the CAP inflates prices within the 
EU - that’s why food prices across the 
EU are so much higher than they 
would be otherwise, according to 
Oxfam and the OECD. 

And actually, 80 per cent of the 
payments go to the 20 per cent of 
farmers who are wealthiest. So big 
businesses are benefiting, but they 
will always lobby to keep the CAP be¬ 
cause they are earning a lot of money 
and benefiting from state subsidies. 

The EU doesn’t put the best inter¬ 
ests of its citizens first, it puts first 
those who have money and power. 

Q. But a lot of businesspeople are 
in favour of the EU... 

Large multinational businesses ap¬ 
preciate the EU because that’s where 
the power is - and the EU is very open 
to lobbying. It’s in the interests of big 



NO: says 
Alisdair 
McIntosh, 
director of 
Business for 
New Europe 


business to have a highly-regulated 
environment as it keeps small busi¬ 
nesses down. 

They can afford the cost of lawyers 
to deal with regulations that act as a 
barrier to smaller businesses, who 
can’t afford the time or the staff need¬ 
ed to read and impose the regula¬ 
tions. In Britain, we value the small 
company - that’s where most people 
in the private sector are employed. 

Q. Do you believe the EU to be un¬ 
democratic? 

Absolutely. Legislation should come 
from the people who are elected, but 
the sole route of legislation within the 
EU is from the European Commission, 
who are not elected. 

The parliament can’t initiate legis¬ 
lation. It isn’t a government; the gov¬ 
ernment is the Commission. And 
there is so much legislation each year, 
the parliament often doesn’t have 
time to do more than rubber stamp it. 
There’s also a culture of secrecy. The 
Council of Ministers and the Com¬ 
mission meet in secret - imagine if we 
weren’t allowed to know what MPs 
said in Parliament! 

According to the House of Com¬ 
mons, about 50 per cent of our new 
laws come from the EU. The EU is a 


political project. It’s about creating a 
system of governance and a single 
European identity, with ever closer 
union between the member states, 
and Britain doesn’t have much power. 


"T“ says Alisdair 

I M ■ McIntosh, direc- 

I ■ W tor of Business for 

JL New Europe, an 

independent coalition of business 
leaders with a pro-Europe agenda but 
seeking reform. 


Q. Why do you believe we should 
stay in the EU? 

The Confederation for British Indus¬ 
try has estimated that our member¬ 
ship of the EU is worth £8 billion a 
year. 

The Centre for Economics and Busi¬ 
ness Research estimates that 4.2 mil¬ 
lion UK jobs are directly linked to our 
membership of the EU and our par¬ 
ticipation in the single market. 

Even small businesses find them¬ 
selves linked to the European supply 
chain, as quite often companies are 
part of a supply chain through their 
customers or suppliers even if they 
don’t trade directly with the EU. The 
EU is also the power negotiating big 
trade deals that get UK firms into 
markets in other countries. 

Being in the EU also means benefits 
for consumers: more products, more 
services on offer, lower prices, and 
certain standards of safety, consumer 
protection and environmental pro¬ 
tection. 

Finally, with situations like the 
Ukraine, our participation in the EU 
gives us a louder and wider voice in 
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Hurry! Best fares going fast 

• Folkestone to Calais in just 35 minutes 

• Up to 4 departures an hour 

• No booking or credit card fees 
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Book now 

Visit eurotunnel.com or call 0844 335 1647 

*£60 Short Stay Saver -Ticket must be purchased as part of a 5 day return. Return must be completed by midnight (local time) on the fifth calendar day. Subject to availability. Price correct at time of print. 
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HOW TO VOTE IN EURO ELECTIONS: 


world political and diplomatic circles. 

The UK could survive outside the 
EU. The question is, would we thrive? 

Q. What if we just had a free trade 
agreement with the EU, like Nor¬ 
way? 

That is conceivable, but the question 
is what the price and the terms would 
be. If we left the EU and went back 
asking for a free trade agreement, 
would that put us in a particularly 
strong negotiating position? Norwe¬ 
gian Prime Minister Erna Solberg 
said the European Economic Area 
was not a good example for the UK. 

And the Norwegian Conservative 
Party spokesman on European af¬ 
fairs, Nikolai Astrup, said: “If you 
want to run the EU, stay in the EU; if 
you want to be run by the EU, feel free 
to join us in the EEA.” 

Q. Isn’t it actually only big busi¬ 
nesses that love the European Un¬ 
ion, because its plethora of regu¬ 
lations strangles small 
businesses who might compete 
with them? 

Bigger businesses are more able, on 
balance, to cope with regulations 
than small businesses, but as a gen¬ 
eral principle they don’t like 
regulation. 

But small businesses, like big busi¬ 
nesses, have a lot to gain. If the UK 
were to leave the EU tomorrow, there 
would still be regulation. 

No UK government would decide 
that we didn’t need product safety 
regulations anymore. The idea that 
everything comes from Brussels is 


false. Small and medium sized busi¬ 
nesses have exemptions from large 
swathes of EU regulation anyway, 
micro-businesses even more. 

I have personally spoken to hun¬ 
dreds of business leaders and to all 
who’ve said regulation is a problem, I 
have said can you give me some hard 
and fast examples of regulations from 
Brussels that hold back your busi¬ 
ness? Only the minority have been 
able to. 

When you start to unpick it all, it’s 
hard to put your finger on real barri¬ 
ers that affect all sectors. A regula¬ 
tion is also there for a purpose, for 
example to ensure that products are 
safe, to stop people cheating us, to 
stop companies selling stuff that’s go¬ 
ing to damage the environment, to 
protect people in their workplace. 

Q. Isn’t the EU terribly undemo¬ 
cratic... and isn’t it hard for Brit¬ 
ish interests to be properly repre¬ 
sented in an undemocratic 
organisation? 

It is true that the institutions are too 
remote, and we don’t understand 
enough about what they do, but I 
don’t think there’s a particularly 
good argument for saying that they 
are undemocratic. 

The parliament is directly elected by 
all the member states. The Commis¬ 
sion does not make laws, it proposes 
laws, which are decided by the Council 
of Ministers (made up of elected gov¬ 
ernment ministers from the different 
member states) or the parliament. 

We undermine our position in the 
EU if we are thinking about leaving. 
People think: should we invest too 
much time in trying to hear their 
point of view? 


ELECTIONS for the European 
Parliament take place this 
Thursday, May 22. 

Voting will take place at your 
local polling station between 7am 
and 10pm. If you are 18 or over 
and have registered to vote, you 
will have received a polling card 
which will tell you where to go. 

But don’t worry if you’ve lost 
that card. Just turn up with some 
ID at the polling station. 

At the polling station you will 
receive a ballot paper with a list 
of parties and independent 
candidates on it. You are voting 
for a party - not the individual. 

The European Parliament is 
elected through a system of 
proportional representation. 


Instead of the first past the post 
system at Westminster elections, 
when the candidate who receives 
the most votes in each constitu¬ 
ency wins, in European elections 
there are several MEPs for each 
constituency, and seats are 
allocated according to the 
proportion of the vote each party 
gets. 

Kent is part of the south east 
England constituency, which has 
ten MEPs - so any party which 
gets more than ten per cent of the 
vote will win at least one seat. 

Parties will usually put forward 
several candidates, who will be 
listed on the ballot paper in the 
party’s preferred order. If the 
party wins one seat, the top 


candidate will be elected; if it 
wins two seats, the top two; and 
so on. 

Unfortunately, for those on 
tenterhooks to know the results, 
different European countries vote 
on different days and counting of 
the votes cannot start until after 
the last poll closes at 10pm in Italy 
on Sunday. 

The count for the south east 
region will take place in 
Southampton and results will 
be announced late on Sunday 
night or early on Monday 
morning. 

■ For full results see www. 
kentnews.co.uk or pick up next 
weekend’s copy of Kent of 
Sunday. 


AND THERE ARE LOCAL ELECTIONS TOO... 


IT’S not just the European 
elections taking place on 
Thursday. 

Around a third of local 
councillors at Maidstone 
Borough Council and 
Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council will be fighting it out to 
be elected too. 

Those attending polling 
booths in those areas will get 
an additional voting form to use 
to select their local councillor. 

The results of those elections 
should be made public on 
Friday. 



UP TO 75% OFF FLOORING FOR 
THROUGHOUT YOUR HOME 

FOR YOUR LOUNGE.FOR YOUR BEDROOM.... FOR YOUR BATHROOM 
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THE CANDIDATES: 
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HAVE YOUR SAY: Your vote will decide which MEPs sit in the parliament representing the south east region 


List of candidates for the five main parties: 

Candidates are listed in order - so for every ten per cent of the vote 
in the south east the Conservatives get, for example, will see their top 
candidate be elected, and then the second one down and so on. 


■ Conservative Party 




Dan Hannan 
Nirj Deva 
Richard Ashworth 
Marta Andreasen 
Richard Robinson 


■ Green Party 

Keith Taylor 
Alexandra Phillips 
"1 Derek Wall 
' Jason Kitcat 

Miriam Kennet 

■ Labour Party 

Anneliese Dodds 
John Howarth 
Emily Westley 
James Swindlehurst 
Farah Nazeer 



■ Liberal Democrats 



Catherine Bearder 
Antony James Hook 
Dinti Batstone 
Giles Goodall 
Ian Bearder 


Graham Knight 
Julie Marson 
George Jeffrey 
Rory Love 
Adrian Pepper 


Beverley Golden 
Jonathan Essex 
Jonathan Kent 
Stuart Jeffery 
Ray Cunningham 


James Watkins 
Maggie Hughes 
Christopher Clark 
Karen Landles 
Tracey Hill 


Allison Moss 
Steven Sollitt 
Bruce Tennent 
John Vincent 
Alan Bullion 


■ UK Independence Party 



Nigel Farage 
Janice Atkinson 
Diane James 
Ray Finch 
Donna Edmunds 


Patricia Culligan 
Nigel Jones 
Alan Stevens 
Simon Strutt 
Barry Cooper 



Park Crescent is an exclusive collection of four storey, five bedroom homes in a classical crescent form, exuding charm, elegance 
and style. High ceilings and large windows command stunning vistas across the river to the city’s historic cathedral and beautiful horizon, 


Offering a unique taste of luxury living, Park Crescent is an oasis of peace in a vibrant, cosmopolitan city. 



We have created a safer, 
cleaner, more bio-diverse 
riverside walk way at 

Kingsbrook Park to 

encourage wildlife for 
all to enjoy 

For Your Future 


Five bedroom townhouse priced at £599,950 

Book an appointment now to view your new home - call 01227 477100 
www.kingsbrookpark.co.uk 



Q Sales & Marketing Suite and Showhome 

Group open daily, 10am to 6pm 

Proud to be a member of the Kingsbrook Park, 5 Westwood Drive (off Kingsmead Road), 

Berkeley Group of companies Canterbury CT2 7WY Designed for I ife 
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Party leaders write for KoS in 


★ll*/ European 
*“* Elections 

★ THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2014 


As the county heads to the polls, and 
the parties make a final bid to woo you, 
we gave some of the most important 
political figures the chance to reach 
out to you in a bid to secure your vote. 
Writing for KoS are the likes of party 
leaders Ed Miliband, Nick Clegg and 
the Prime Minister David Cameron 


42^ Conservatives 

p) av id Cameron, 

Prime Minister and party leader 

T HE people of Kent will go to the 
polls next week to vote in the 
European elections. They have 
a big choice before them. And the 
Conservative message is simple; 
while other parties talk, we are the 
ones who deliver in Europe. 

With the other parties you have 
two extremes; Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats on one side, who think 
there’s nothing wrong with Europe; 
and Ukip on the other side, who think 
there’s nothing right with it. 

There is only one party with a cred¬ 
ible, practical plan in Europe - one 
that gets the best possible deal for the 
people of Britain. That’s the Conserv¬ 
ative Party. 

And these are the key areas we are 
renegotiating on; keeping our border 
controls; cracking down on benefit 
tourism; securing more trade; get¬ 
ting more control over justice and 
home affairs; and getting Britain out 
of “ever closer union”. 

We are fighting to create a Europe¬ 
an Union that works for the people of 
Kent - that makes it easier for busi¬ 
nesses to sell their goods on the conti¬ 
nent, that creates jobs and opportuni¬ 
ties for young people in the area, and 
that ensures people can’t just come to 
the UK to live off our welfare system. 
And once we’ve negotiated, whatever 
the outcome, you will have your final 
say on our future in Europe, with that 
in-out referendum in 2017. 

Remember: Labour and the Lib 
Dems won’t give you a say. Ukip can’t 
give you a say. Only the Conserva¬ 
tives will give you that choice. 

If you want proof that we will de¬ 
liver, just look at our record. The bail¬ 
outs Labour signed us up to -1 pulled 
us out of them. The EU Treaty that 
wasn’t in our interests - I refused to 
sign it. And the EU budget, which eve¬ 
ryone said we wouldn’t be able to re¬ 
duce -1 cut it, saving British taxpay¬ 
ers £8.15 billion. 

So the choice for Kent’s voters is 
clear. We are the only party that has 
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delivered in Europe, the only party 
that is renegotiating a better deal in 
Europe, and the only party that will 
give you your say on Europe. 

And that’s why you need to vote 
Conservative on May 22. 


Liberal Democrats 

'5?^ By Nick Clegg, leader and 
deputy prime minister 

I N less than a week the European 
elections will be upon us and you 
will be faced with a choice; do you 
want to remain in the EU or should 
we leave? The Liberal Democrats are 
the party of in. 

In because we are fighting for a 
stronger economy and a fairer socie¬ 
ty. In because we are fighting for the 
millions of British jobs linked to our 
trade with our European neighbours. 
And in because being in Europe gives 
us more strength when negotiating 
global trade deals. 


I believe leaving the EU would be 
disastrous for our economy, our busi¬ 
nesses, our jobs and our society too. 

Your Liberal Democrat MEP, Cath¬ 
erine Bearder, has been working hard 
to represent both the south east and 
Britain in the European Parliament 
while candidate Antony Hook has 
been out campaigning with the econ¬ 
omy, environment and fighting crime 
at the top of his priorities. 

Catherine has been working hard 
to combat and raise awareness about 
human trafficking as in the case of 
Osezua Osolase, from Gravesend, 
who was jailed for five counts of 
trafficking. 

Crimes like these don’t just stop at 
borders and neither do the criminals. 
The Liberal Democrats are fighting to 
protect British citizens by ensuring 
that law enforcement and civil liber¬ 
ties do not stop at borders either. Our 
police forces need to be able to work 
with other forces across the continent 
to combat criminal gangs and ensure 


that British people are protected. 

Climate change is something else 
that doesn’t stop at borders. The Lib 
Dems are fighting to create an ambi¬ 
tious green agenda and to protect our 
environment and create green jobs. 

It’s crucial we work with other Eu¬ 
ropean countries to cut carbon and 
reduce pollution. 

In Maidstone, Catherine has been 
working with Jasper Gerard, Liberal 
Democrat prospective parliamentary 
candidate for Maidstone, to ensure 
the European Parliament investi¬ 
gates chronic pollution in the area, 
with some “choke spots” displaying 
air quality below EU standards. 

Jobs, crime prevention and the en¬ 
vironment are just some of the rea¬ 
sons why we should remain in the EU. 
The Conservatives, having openly 
flirted with exit, are putting millions 
of British jobs at risk, and Labour 
don’t have the courage of their con¬ 
victions on this; they can’t be trusted 
with the economy at home or abroad. 

If you agree that Britain is better off 
engaged with our neighbours and a 
leader on the world stage; now is the 
time to make yourself heard: Vote ‘in’ 
on May 22, vote for your Liberal Dem¬ 
ocrat MEP Catherine Bearder and 
candidate Antony Hook, who have 
been working to represent your rights 
and will continue to do so. 


Green Party 

a *By Keith Taylor, 

MEP for the south east 

O N May 22 the voters of Kent 
have a stark choice in the Eu¬ 
ropean elections. On the one 
hand you’ve got four political parties, 
the Lib Dems, Labour, Tories and 
Ukip, occupying a very narrow part 
of the political spectrum - offering 
you mildly different versions of the 
same kind of politics. 

On the other hand you’ve got a 
chance to re-elect me, your Green 
Party MEP, to continue to stand up 
for your interests in the European 
Parliament. 

You won’t hear Clegg, Miliband, 


Farage or Cameron take a stand 
against fracking, or pledge to get rid 
of nuclear weapons. You won’t see 
them sticking up for people who are 
struggling to get by as benefits are 
cut, or for the thousands of young 
people across the south east of Eng¬ 
land who are struggling to find work 
that pays a decent wage. And you’ll 
find all of them repeating tired old 
myths around immigration. 

The Green Party is different. We 
want to build an economy that works 
for the common good, not for private 
profit. We want clean energy from re¬ 
newables, not dirty fossil fuels that 
are causing climate change. We want 
Europe to work for everyone, not just 
those at the top. 

That’s why I’ve used my time as 
your MEP to win a cap on bonuses for 
millionaire bankers, and to cam¬ 
paign against cuts to the services that 
millions of people rely on. It’s why I’ve 
been defending our countryside from 
fracking and pushing for affordable 
publicly-owned railways. 

Greens are also at the forefront of 
protecting animals across the conti¬ 
nent, whether it be fighting against 
live exports in Kent or pushing for a 
ban on the public funding of bull¬ 
fighting in Spain. 

In Europe, Greens have been at the 
forefront of pushing for changes to 
make the EU more accountable to 
you. But we’re under no illusions 
about the EU. It’s not serving people 
in the way it should. Greens want to 
make radical changes to the Europe¬ 
an Union, to make it more accounta¬ 
ble to you, and to end a culture of 
serving the interests of big business. 

Greens are the only ones saying 
‘yes’ to a referendum, and ‘yes’ to 
staying in the EU. We need the EU to 
protect workers from a race to the 
bottom on wages and rights. We need 
the EU because problems like air pol¬ 
lution do not respect national bor¬ 
ders. And we need Europe because it 
gives easy access to a large market for 
small business in the UK. 

On May 22, you have a choice. You 
can vote for one of the four parties 
who offer different shades of business 
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MESSAGE FROM THE FRINGE... 



bid for your vote 


as usual. Or you can vote for change. 

Ultimately a vote for the Green Par¬ 
ty is a vote for an economy that works 
for everyone, not just those at the top. 
Isn’t it time for real change, not just 
more of the same? 


Ggj Labour 

By Ed Miliband, leader of the 
Labour Party 


T HE record of this Government is 
simple; hardworking Britain is 
worse off month after month, 
year after year. 

Since David Cameron entered 
Downing Street working people in 
the south east have seen their pay fall 
on average by over £2,000-a-year. 
This is a record that no other Govern¬ 
ment can match. 

But these averages and statistics 
only provide a glimpse of what is re¬ 
ally happening to families caught in 
the cross-hairs of the cost-of-living 
crisis. 

The link between the wealth of our 
nation and everyday family finances 
has been broken. This is visible in 
Kent, with rising demand for the 
county’s foodbanks, a lack of afforda¬ 
ble homes and the unfair bedroom 
tax forcing vulnerable people into 
rent arrears. 

We know this Government can’t 
deliver what is needed to ensure all 
hard working families in Kent feel the 
benefits of their efforts. And we know 
the Liberal Democrats can’t be part of 
the solution because they are part of 
the problem. 

In this election campaign, Labour 
will show how we will make Britain 
better off by dealing with the cost-of- 
living crisis and building an economy 
that works for all hard-working peo¬ 
ple. Labour has made ten commit¬ 
ments that show how we will make a 
difference by making work pay, stop¬ 
ping rip-off prices, and tackling the 
abuse of migrant labour by banning 
recruitment agencies that only hire 
foreign workers. 

The priority of Labour’s MEP candi¬ 
dates like Anneliese Dodds and John 


Howarth isn’t leaving the European 
Union, but changing it so it works to 
raise living standards for hardwork¬ 
ing families in Britain and makes a 
real difference to your pocket and to 
your county. 

Elections are a moment when peo¬ 
ple have the chance to help to change 
their own community and our coun¬ 
try. We have set out concrete steps for 
how we can make that change hap¬ 
pen - by voting for Labour in Kent on 
May 22 you can help us make hard¬ 
working Britain better off. 


Jttt Ukip 

' By Janice Atkinson, Ukip’s 
second MEP candidate for south east 

S O why should you vote Ukip this 
Thursday? 

Because the old parties of the 
political elite have let you down. 

They all went to the same schools, 
same universities, have never worked 
in the real world in real jobs and then 
went straight into safe Parliamentary 
seats. 

They voted for the Climate 
Change Act that put £500 per an- jP 
num on every family’s heating 
bill. 

They all believe in useless 
windfarms and peddle the 
lie of green jobs. 

The Ramsgate off¬ 
shore wind farm has 
created just 21 per¬ 
manent jobs; were 
made in Denmark, 
owned by Swe¬ 
den and every 
job is subsidised 
by £3m per 
year. We believe 
in renewables 
but not at the tax¬ 
payers’ expense. 

They all believe 
in uncontrolled 
immigration be¬ 
cause they all 
want to stay in 
the European Un¬ 
ion where the mem¬ 




bership rules say we have to open our 
borders to cheap Eastern European 
labour which drives down wages and 
unemployment up. 

The old parties all signed away our 
sovereignty under various treaties, 
not giving the British public a say on 
whether we wanted a United States of 
Europe. 

That’s what the three old main par¬ 
ties did. So, what will Ukip do for you? 

Our Ukip MEPs will vote against all 
damaging legislation; 75 per cent of 
our laws are made in the EU. We be¬ 
lieve in the sovereignty of Parliament, 
not unelected bureaucrats. 

We will use our voice to tell you of 
the excesses and lack of democracy in 
the EU. The UK has only 8.4 per cent 
of votes in the EU and little influence. 

We want to trade with the world, 
the Commonwealth of 2.2bn people 
and we will still trade with Europe, 
after all why wouldn’t they want to 
sell us their cars, wine and goods? 

Yet, at the moment we have a 
£60bn trade deficit and have had one 
ever since we joined the EEC. It 
- makes no economic sense. 

Hk Various economic reports 
HlV suggest we would create 
jobs if we left the con¬ 
fines of the EU’s damag¬ 
ing legislation on Kent 
businesses. 

I will be representing 
Kent in particular as 
Ukip doesn’t recog¬ 
nise the south east 
region, which is a 
European construct. 
I lived in Kent for 30 
years and educated 
my children here, my 
heart is here. 

My focus for Kent 
will be regeneration, 
jobs and the economy, 
not playing the game of 
more power to Brus¬ 
sels, bolstering their 
failed political union 
which has led to 60 
per cent youth un¬ 
employment, hunger 
and anger. 



An Independence 
from Europe 

FORMED by former Ukip MEP 
Mike Nattrass after he was 
deselected by the party, An 
Independence from Europe 
supports withdrawal from the 
European Union but wants to 
maintain good trade relations 
with Europe as well as improving 
links with the Commonwealth. 

The party wants to stop the free 
movement of migrants from the 
European Union countries into 
Britain and establish an 
immigration policy similar to that 
of Australia. 

It is also opposed to the HS2 
rail scheme and any privatisation 
of the NHS. 


BNP 

“WE will put British people first in 
their own country. We demand 
British jobs go to British workers; 
we say ‘no’ to an EU superstate 
and ‘yes’ to keeping Britain free,” 
claims the British National Party’s 
website. 

The BNP would stop all 
immigration except for “excep¬ 
tional cases”, refuse benefits to 
non British citizens and even offer 
people who have foreign 
ancestry money to leave. 

Other policies include stopping 
foreign aid and giving the money 
to pensioners instead. 


Christian People’s 
Alliance 

UNSURPRISINGLY given its 
name, it believes that Britain 
should be governed according to 
Christian principles. 

The party is committed to the 
sanctity of human life, marriage, 
and the pursuit of peace, and also 
wants to restore Sunday as a day 
of rest. 

The Alliance wants Britain to 
have a referendum on leaving the 
EU, but supports withdrawal. 

The party also opposes same 
sex marriage, abortion and 
euthanasia. 


English Democrats 

“OUR objective is simple: to put 
the English first and fight for an all 
English Parliament to be the 
bedrock of England! ” states the 
English Democrats’ website. 

The party wants to reduce 
immigration, moving to a points 
system like Canada’s, withdraw 
from the EU and make St 
George’s Day a national holiday. 


Harmony Party 

THE Harmony Party doesn’t 
seem to even have a website but 
describes itself as “zero immi¬ 
gration, anti-EU, pro-jobs”. 

It is putting up just five candi¬ 
dates in the entire country - two 
of whom will be fighting for a seat 
to represent the south east. 


Liberty Great Britain 

PROMISES to tackle “the most 
important issues of our time”, 
which it believes are “mass immi¬ 
gration from the Third World, the 



steady rise of fundamentalist 
Islam and the hijacking of 
traditional British culture and 
institutions by well organised left 
wing ‘progressives’.” 

It believes that Christian ideas 
should underpin Britain’s moral 
framework and its policies 
include leaving the European 
Union, stopping immigration for 
five years, “drastically reducing 
crime” and “promoting British 
values”. 


The Peace Party 

THE Peace Party says it “seeks 
to promote a society that is 
compassionate and respectful, 
and that values cooperation over 
competition”. 

The party is opposed to all 
wars, wants to reduce the price 
of public transport and believes 
there is “much to be said for the 
idea of land as a common 
resource”. 

It also supports the introduction 
of proportional representation at 
general elections. 

It also believes that “a strong 
case can be made for the 
legalisation of the sale and use of 
drugs”. 


The Roman Party 

THE Roman Party is putting out 
just one candidate in the UK this 
year - a French bus driver called 
Jean Louis Pascual. 

He stood before in 2009 and 
polled 5,450 votes. 

Mr Pascual, from Reading, says 
the basis of his policy is “when in 
Rome do as the Romans do”. 

For clarification, he is “against 
injustice” and believes teenage 
mothers should go back to school 
to complete their education. 


The Socialist Party 
of Great Britain 

THE Socialist Party of Great 
Britain believes in “the establish¬ 
ment of a system of society 
based upon the common 
ownership and democratic 
control of the means and 
instruments for producing and 
distributing wealth by and in the 
interest of the whole community.” 

The organisation, which has no 
leader, says it is the only British 
party which is “dedicated to 
socialism as an immediate goal”. 

YOURvoice 

YOURVOICE is the only party 
without an agenda. 

Instead, its aim is to encourage 
the public to express their 
opinions through the internet and 
social media, and its MEPs will 
vote according to what they hear. 

“YOURvoice delivers an 
unbiased approach to politics, 
listening to the people,” its 
website says. 

Upcoming legislation will be 
listed on the party’s website each 
month and people will be able to 
discuss the issues online before 
voting on whether they support or 
oppose the legislation. 

The MEPs will then vote in 
Parliament accordingly. 
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Go Dotty and raise funds for Demelza 


There’s plenty of time to get inspired and give a boost to children’s hospice, writes Chris Britcher 



S UPPORTERS young and old are set to 
get involved in the traditional ma¬ 
jor fund-raising push for 
children’s charity 
Demelza next month. 

And there’s still plenty of 
time for you to take part in the 
fun too - so get inspired by tak¬ 
ing a look at some of the many 
events taking place. 

Kent on Sunday is this year 
lending its support to the Go 
Dotty campaign, which 
looks to raise as 
much money as pos¬ 
sible with a flurry of 
fund-raising fun, which this year 
takes place between June 13-20, to co¬ 
incide with Children’s Hospice Week. 

The charity’s headquarters is a 10-bed 
hospice in Bobbing, near Sittingbourne, 
which provides a wide range of hospice 
and care services to children, young 
people and their families. 

Life-limited or life-threatened 
children, or young people, and 


their families benefit from a wide range of 
facilities, including a multi-sensory room, hy¬ 
drotherapy pool and a host of other special 
features. 

It also has a centre in Eltham and 
offers services in East Sussex, too. 
But it doesn’t come cheap, 
with total running costs 
coming in at around £9 
million. 

Damian Leonard, head 
of marketing at Demelza, 
explained: “Go Dotty is 
one of our biggest 
and most popular 
charity events. It 
embraces everyone. 

“And the most important 
thing is that every single penny 
we raise means the world to us. 
“Whatever you do, however 
small, it’s so important we get 
your support.” 

■ For more information, 
visit the website - www. 
demelza.org.uk 



GRmm *£>AYS OUT! 

Jowtituj nitfi tk Knights (f the Damned! 

IjfO WEST IKBfF 


n and there’s... The Famously Edu-taining Sheep Show ★ Ferret Racing 
TD ★ The Company of 1415 ★ Patanavac Working Gundogs ★ Birds of 
Prey flying display ★ Historical Medieval Re-enactors ★ Kondini - The 
Amazing Human Tool Box ★ Totally Terriers Have-a-Go Racing ★ 

\ Traditional Crafts Working Displays including Thatching Rope making and 
jrT spinning, Besom Brooms and other Coppice crafts Rush Crafts and 
IM Spoons ★ Marquees of Arts and Crafts Food Drinks and Trade 
stands ★ Tom Circus Children’s Entertainer plus bouncy castles, 

■ children’s fairground (charges apply) and our small animals to keep your 
[9 little ones engaged while you sit back enjoying Plonkers agricultural 
IE orchestra and a well earned cuppa or perhaps something a little more 
v bracing and ponder how well Towser, Fido and Pongo might do on 

Monday in The Companion Dog Show proceeds from which all go 
to Marie Curie Cancer Careand it’s open to all dogs 
i .. and their companions too of course! 

at 

The Hop Farm Family Park 

Paddock Wood Kent TNI 2 6PY 

* MASSES TO SEE ANP 00! 

between 10am - 5pm each day 

admission: £7.50 concessions: £6 children age 5-16: £3 

adults + 2 children) admission discounts at oakleighfairs.co.uk/hopfarm 


oakleighfairs.co.uk 
£ 01206 263088 


N?2014 


KENT 


supported by 
our chums 
at the 


HOW TO GET INVOLVED... 


In no 1 A Bowkathon 

J U.11 i Get involved in the latest 
exercise sensation at Bobbing Village Hall 
in a special class. Tickets cost £5 on the 
door, with all those taking part encouraged 
to wear something dotty or red and white. 

To take part, contact Kate Dye, who will 
take the class, on s.l.austin@sky.com. 

Turin 1 A Sing-a-thon 

J LL1 1 i Taking place at The 
Centre, Birchington, the group Blend will 
raise money by signing non-stop for 16 hours. 

They are inviting choirs/singing groups 
and singers from across the county to be 
part of the event. 

As well as the singing there will be a craft 
fair in the morning and summer fete stalls 
and games, cream teas and refreshments in 
the afternoon. 

For more information about the sing-a- 
thon contact: ricjfulcher@hotmail.co.uk, or 
to have a craft stall or help with the fun fair 
email: blendkpjj@btinternet.com 

You can also donate via the website: 
http: //uk.virginmoneygiving.com/ 
team/16hour_Sing-a-thon 


Turin 1 A Head Shaves 

J UL1 1 ± Sittingbourne shop 
volunteer Kim Goodwill is shaving her head 
outside the Demelza shop in Roman 
Square, as is Herne Bay shop manager Sue 
Smy outside the shop in William Street, 
Herne Bay. All the Demelza shops will have 
dotty window displays from June 12. 


J; 


11 1/1 Sponsored walk 

LLI lv3 1 1 Staff from train firm 


Southeastern will set off at 7am to walk from 
Dartford station to London Victoria - a route 
of more than 30 miles. 

They will be joined by Demelza 
corporate partnerships manager Donna 
Wells. You can sponsor the team at 
www.justgiving.com/southeasternwalk- 
ingchallenge2. 

Come up your own idea 

Wear something dotty to work or school, or 
hold a dotty cake sale... there’s still plenty of 
time to set up your own event to help raise 
money for a great local cause. 

For fund-raising ideas and information 
packs, see demelza.org.uk. 


Show your support with bunting or T-shirts 


POP and TV star Cheryl Baker 
demonstrated her support for 
Demelza when she popped into 
the hospice this week. 

The Bucks Fizz star modelled 
one of the Go Dotty campaign 
T-shirts as she made her latest 
visit to the hospice in Bobbing. 

The shirts are the ideal way 
to show your support for 
Demelza and are on sale 
through the charity’s shops or 
by calling its fund-raising 


department on 01795 845288. 

The Great Demelza Bunting 
Challenge bids to create the 
longest bunting ever: all you 
need to do is knit, sew or cut out 
your bunting, string it up and 
post it to Demelza (marked for 
the attention of the fund-raising 
department) or drop them into 
its Sittingbourne or Eltham 
hospices. 

To find out more, call 01795 
845288. 




luxury 

5 * HOLIDAY 

* PARK 


Start your new relaxing lifestyl 
with Four Seasons 
in this beautiful haven in 
the Garden of England. 

We work with the 
manufacturers to ensure 
you get the perfect home, 
whatever the size and style. 


PICTURESQUE LOCATION IN THE HEART OF KENT 




Call today on 01732 807 648 

Four Seasons Holiday Park, Labour in Vain Road, Wrotham, Kent TNI 5 7PA 


NOW OPEN 
12 MONTHS 
A YEAR 
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Mbits\ ALLBITS 

Bathroom I HUGE Discounts at East Kents 

VSSSi/ Largest Bathroom Showroom 

_-^01797 363623 


Free Delivery Free Parking 


Friendly Service 


Trade Counter 


as advertised on D^ iri: 


Eden P Shape Shower Bath 


Eden L Shape Shower Bath 


Extra Thick Acrylic 
6mm Glass Screen 
Front Panel 


■ Extra Thick Acrylic 

■ 6mm Glass Screen 

■ Front Panel 


Visit our Website at www.allbits.co.uk 


Thermostatic Shower 

- Exposed Shower Valve 
-200mm Fixed Head 

- Seperate adjustable 
head 

c*' 


Bristan Curve Shower 

- Exposed Shower Valve 

- Thermostatic 
-Adjustable Head 


Bnstan Smile 
Electric Shower 


- 8.5 or 9.5kW 
-White Finish 

- 2 Year Warranty 




Eden Shower Quadrant 

- 900 x 900mm 

- Chrome Finish 

- 6mm Glass 

- Easy Clean 


Heated Towel Rails 

- 800 x 500mm 

- Chrome Finish 

- Curved Design 

- High Heat Output 


Call us NOW on 01797 363623 for more 
SPECIAL OFFERS or visit our showroom 


Opening Times 
Mon - Fri 7.30 - 5.30pm 
Saturday 9.00 - 3.00pm 
Sunday Closed 







ALLBITS PLUMBING SUPPLIES - Unit 10, Cinque Ports Road 
Mountfield Industrial Estate, New Romney, Kent, TN288LH 
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Isle’s ’strange feel’ is backdrop to 
the ghostly and the mysterious 


Author Neil Arnold’s new book reveals 
the spooky and supernatural stories of 
Sheppey. He reveals his love of our 
county’s folklore to Maria Chiorando 



W HEN it comes to super¬ 
natural happenings, the 
Isle of Sheppey might 
not be the first place 
that springs to mind. 

But according to a new book by 
local writer Neil Arnold,39, the island 
is a veritable playground of ghosts, 
ghouls and other unexplained beings. 

Entitled Haunted Isle of Sheppey, it 
is an account packed full of strange 
creatures and questionable occur¬ 
rences. 

Mr Arnold, a full-time researcher, 
lecturer and expert on the subject of 
big cats in Kent, as well as a ghost 
story aficionado, has long been fasci¬ 
nated with the otherworldly and 
folkloric legends, and has written 
extensively on all of these topics. 

“This is my 15th or 16th book,” 
says the prolific author. 

“It’s good to write them so ghost 
hunters can dip in, but what I really 
love about supernatural stories is 
their power and intrigue, how they 
are passed down over the years. 

“These stories are archetypes; we 
need them and they develop over time. 

“I love these stories. I grew up with 
my dad and grandad’s tales of smug¬ 
gling and so on. And I was sick to 
death of reading the same old stuff. 

“There were a lot of authors in the 
1970s and 1980s who were so-called 


‘esteemed individuals’ because there 
was no-one to check them out. But 
now I’m going through their stories 
finding bits that are incorrect.” 

Sheppey may only stretch to 30 
square miles, but its rugged coast¬ 
lines, windswept marshes and dark 
corners make it the perfect setting for 
ghostly apparitions, painting an eerie 
backdrop and injecting a story with 
the right kind of atmosphere; one of 
the key elements of a successful and 
lasting fable. 

Mr Arnold explains how this is the 
power of folklore; people prefer stories 
that take place on dark, stormy 
nights. As he rightly points out, see¬ 
ing a ghost in your local supermarket 
would lack a certain something. 

The book focuses on several loca¬ 
tions on and around the island, with 
one of the more bizarre stories in the 
book taking place on a small island 
off Queenborough, known as Dead 
Man’s Island, said to be the burial 
place of 18th-century soldiers who 
died from the plague. 

The story takes place in 1950, when 
two intrepid reporters decided to ex¬ 
plore the island after hearing rumours 
about strange happenings there. 

When they arrived, they were 
shocked by what they saw. 

“Several coffins lay strewn about 
the place,” his book states, “and the 


skeletons, which were exposed, were 
bereft of skulls leading the explorers 
to believe in the existence of some 
ethereal hellhound which, to quench 
its bloodthirsty nature, had slurped 
up the brains of its victims.” 


The journalists were never able to 
locate the missing skulls, or indeed 
the mysterious creature, but did 
spend a hellish night amidst the fog 
and terror of the haunted isle, unable 
to distinguish between what could be 
either terrifying spectres or the 
hallucinations of the over-stim¬ 
ulated mind playing tricks itself. 

“Something that’s always in¬ 
trigued me is sightings of strange 
creatures in a ghostly, demonic 
sense, so when you have a story 
about this creature going 
around eating the brains of 
corpses I find it quite ghoulish 
and nasty, but these hellhounds 
are quite dominant in folklore as 
they are said to be bad omens,” 
explains Mr Arnold. 

“If you see one of these big 
black dogs, then it means you or 
a family member is going to die. 

“I’ve always wanted to believe 
in these monsters; as a kid you 
do, then you grow up and start 
pushing everything away, and 
we shouldn’t. The imagination is 
a brilliant thing.” 

The imagination is only one 
element of this book, as it is 
based on events that are said to 
be true, so the writing process 
relies on research. 

When starting a new book, Mr 
Arnold will first reference the 
thousands of books he owns on 
the topic. Old newspaper ar¬ 
chives going back 300 years are 
also a good resource. 

Anecdotal evidence, in the 
form of interviews make a solid 



base for many of the chapters. He of¬ 
ten finds people through newspaper 
appeals, and they are often very 
forthcoming about their experiences, 
although sometimes the memory can 
be traumatic. 

“Some people don’t like to delve too 
much into the imagination, or think 
too much about ghostly things. 

“I have had people tell me stories in 
the past then leave it at that; they 
don’t want to go into it too much. 

“It can be a bit of a touchy subject 
sometimes. I’ve seen grown men cry 
because they find some of the stories 
so gruesome. 

“Although it’s an entertainment 
business, especially the ghost hunt¬ 
ing and stuff like that, people can 
forget that you’re dealing with mur¬ 
ders and death, so you have to be a bit 
sensitive to that as well. 

“It’s takes longer to research than 
to write, and I like to add some atmos¬ 
phere, with little details and some dry 
humour.” 

T he book wouldn’t be com¬ 
plete without some material 
about the big cats said to 
roam parts of the Kent coun¬ 
tryside, and eye-witness accounts of 
some of these enigmatic creatures 
certainly create a compelling case for 
their existence. 

“I get people ringing me up when 
there’s a sighting - about 150 a year. 
They are describing different species 
of cats as well,” said Mr Arnold. 

“The big cat is not Kent folklore - it’s 
something that is actually there. I 
have managed to have two sightings 
in 2000, and then one in 2008. That 
was a black leopard on both occasions. 

“When it comes to Sheppey, the 
place is so old you can’t help but think 
of the history, the sieges that have 
happened there. I don’t know if it’s be¬ 
cause it’s separated from the main¬ 
land, but it has a really strange feel.” 

Between the big cat sightings, 
ghosts and folklore, there is a mine of 
material to be seamed in the area. 

“I want to write more of the ghost 
stories,” Mr Arnold concludes. 

Signed copies are available by call¬ 
ing Neil Arnold on 0785 1602853. Or 
buy them via Amazon.co.uk. 

kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 



School Holiday Fun 

• Experience an Edwardian school 

Meet costumed characters • Play traditional games 

• Come along in Edwardian dress 


hev ercastle. co. uk/ what son 


For more information visit our website 
T: 01732 865224 E: bookings@hevercastle.co.uk 

Hever, Near Edenbridge, Kent TN8 7NG El W ©MUG) 


The childhood home of Anne Boleyn 
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8 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £389 

mm 

dJUNE i 

shire ijj 

SCENIC SCOTLAND ] 

TOUR INCLUDES: 

An 8 day coach holiday 

• 7 Nights Half Board 

staying at our Loch 

. Nightly 

Tummel Hotel. There will 

entertainment 

be an excursion on five 

• Excursions 

days including Perth, i 

entrance into Scone J 

PICKUP FROM: 

Palace, a spectacular 
journey on the highest 
mountain railway in the 
Cairngorms, Pitlochry, 

Crieff, Royal Deeside and 
entrance into Balmoral 
Castle, Killin, Callander & 
the Trossachs. 

Gillingham, 

Chatham, 

Rochester, 

Strood, 

Gravesend, 

Northfleet, 

Dartford, 

Birchanger 

Services 


LOCHS 
W GLENS 

Holidays are fully bonded. 
School Road, Gartocharn, 

HOLIDAYS 

G83 8RW 

| wwwLOCHS.COM 01389 713713 | 
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Gardening EWorld [|imited 


Tel: 

01795 841199 


GARDEN CENTRE 


Open 7 days a week 
Mon - Sat 9-5 
Sun 10-4 








www.gardeningworldlimited.co.uk 

Come and find us: Just off the A2 (Rainham side) Newington, Nr Sittingbourne ME9 7SZ 

We are a large centre 
stocking a huge 
range of 
excellent quality 
garden plants: 

Bedding Plants, 

Roses, Perennials, 

Herbs, Specimen 
Trees and Shrubs, 

Grasses, Palms, 

Young Trees and 
Shrubs, Bamboos, 

Climbing Plants, 

Hanging Baskets 



Senior Citizens can claim 10% off 
their plants MONDAY to FRIDAY (but not weekends) 

TRADE DISCOUNTS ALSO AVAILABLE 
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As Whitstable composer Testsite MC enters the musical fray, Maria Chiorando 
looks at previous tournaments’ musical efforts to see just what he’s up against 



It's World Cup time and that 
means... England footie songs 


W HEN England man¬ 
ager Roy Hodgson 
unveiled his initial 
squad for the Fifa 
World Cup this sum¬ 
mer, the countdown to the football 
extravaganza truly got under way. 

And no major football tournament 
would be quite the same without a 
flurry of musical offerings to celebrate 
the beautiful game and cheer our 
boys on to glory. 

Now a Whitstable musician is hop¬ 
ing he will hit the right note. 

Jonathan Goodman, better known 
as Testsite MC, has released a World 
Cup song that he hopes the country 
can get behind. 

What’s more, it’s become some¬ 
thing of a tradition for the 32-year- 
old, who has been rapping for 17 
years and producing England football 
songs for 10 years. 

The track, which samples High 
Hopes sung by Frank Sinatra, is a slice 
of poppy hip-hop, with an instantly 
recognisable chorus and catchy hook. 

He hopes it will become a hit and 
help the England team to glory for the 
first time since 1966. 

And, perhaps best of all, High 
Hopes (for England) is available as a 
free download online. 

Explains Testsite MC: “My big break 
came when a song I wrote and per¬ 
formed on got to number nine in the 
chart when it was included on a CD re¬ 
leased by London radio station XFM. 

“That’s what gave me the encour¬ 
agement, because I was really just 
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writing the music as a sort of hobby, 
not taking it seriously. Not that I take 
it too seriously now either, it’s really 
just a part-time hobby. 

“But I thought, I have something in 
me, I can take it to the next level, and 
here I am nearly finished my third 
studio album.” 

In a departure from many football 
tunes, he has decided to go down a 
somewhat realistic route - rather 
than overblown declarations of a 
foregone victory, High Hopes is more 
measured, cautious optimism than 
baseless belief. 

He adds: “The key thing 
that makes this different to 
any other year is I’m not say¬ 
ing England’s going to win. 

I’m saying we should have 
high hopes, hence High 
Hopes for England. 

“My wife Penelope was 

kk Football and music 
have massive power to 
spread both 
positivity and 
negativity... I’m 
spreading the good 
vibes with my music J J 


Jonathan Goodman, 

AKA Testsite MC 


the person who had the initial brain¬ 
wave for sampling High Hopes as the 
song, which I did, and then I put my 
own spin on it.” 

It’s a trepidation that most England 
fans wifi understand; it’s now nearly 
50 years since England last lifted foot¬ 
ball’s most coveted prize, 
and yet every four 
years the nation 
whips itself into 
a frenzy, only to 
be disappointed. 

Mr Goodman 
adds: “I usually 
hope for the 
best, 
but 
fail 
t o 

prepare myself 
for the worst. 

“Every time it’s 
the same; it all 
starts to build up, 
everyone gets 
their hopes up. 
This year it’s 
going to be dif¬ 
ferent. 

“It’s been 
very painful 
in the past. 


HIGH 

HOPES: 

Testsite MC 
from 

Whitstable 


There’s been this ongoing drought 
since the 1966 World Cup, which is 
why we’ve used the image from 1966 
on the artwork for the single. It’s a lit¬ 
tle reminder that we can do it.” 

And like the game itself, the target 
audience for the track is, he says, “an¬ 
yone and everyone, all ages, anyone 
who supports England”. 

H e says: “There’s no swear¬ 
ing in the track - some of 
the language could be said 
to be a bit racy, a bit risque, 
but it’s all clean. 

“I was going to say all English peo¬ 
ple, but my wife pointed out that there 
are so many people who aren’t from 
England, who are from all over the 
world, who support England. 

“The track is a free download, the 
difference between me and 99.99 per 
cent of everyone else doing music is 
that I’m not doing it for the money, 
I’m doing it for the love of it. 

“I just want it to reach as many 
people as possible, who can enjoy it 
and cheer us on to victory. 

“Football and music have massive 
power to spread both positivity and 
negativity. 

“I’m spreading the good vibes with 
my music, and I hope a lot of people 
will get on board with that. 

“My message for the England foot¬ 
ball squad would be to keep the faith 
and stay positive.” 

The song can be downloaded at 
www.soundcloud.com/testsite-mc/ 
high-hopes-for-england. 


England’s finest 
World Cup songs 

SOME tunes have managed to 
firmly wedge themselves into 
footballing legend. 

So with tongue lodged 
firmly in cheek, we take a look 
at some of the classics... 

World in Motion 

New Order/England Squad 
-Italia ’90 

Three words. John Barnes 
rapping. Actually, three words 
don’t do justice to this beautiful 
monstrosity of a tune. The 
official England song of Italia 
90, and one of the most famous 
(infamous?) in England World 
Cup song history. It also made 
a refreshing change to have a 
good song rather than the 
more traditional footballers 
trying to sing as a group. 


Vindaloo 

Fat Les - France ’98 

A homage not only to the 
beautiful game but to one of 
our nation’s favourite meals: a 
very spicy curry. With music 
by Blur bassist Alex James and 
lyrics by comedian Keith 
Allen, it was a parody of a 
football chant that went on to 
became a football chant that 
can be heard on terraces 
everywhere. 


Three Lions 

Baddiel, Skinner and the 
Lightning Seeds - France ’98 

Originally written for Euro 96, 
but this tune had so much 90s 
stock in it that it was re- 
released for the 1998 World 
Cup in France. And no one 
remembers the official song 
from that year anyway. Three 
Lions was that rarest of songs 
that football crowds still sing. 


Back Home 

England Squad - Mexico ’70 

This was the 1970 song - the 
second-ever official World 
Cup song, and the first one 
with the dubious distinction of 
being performed by the 
players themselves. The first 
glimpse at how bad footballers 
are at singing, but a classic 
nonetheless. 


We’re on the Ball 

Ant and Dec - 
South Korea/Japan ’02 

Is there no end to the talent of 
this Geordie duo? They were 
both the brains behind this 
operation and the face of it, as 
writers and performers of 
2002’s epic. Clever punning in 
the title and a catchy hook 
makes this a perennial 
favourite. 


World Cup Willie 

Lonnie Donegan - England ’66 

A time when England were 
good at football (1966) and 
people serenaded mascots. 
Still, maybe it was Willie who 
brought the team good luck that 
year. This was the first official 
England World Cup song and 
look how well we did. 
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Friday 30th May, Theatre Royal 


ll 

Miles lupp 

Is the Chap you’re 
thinking of 




Friday 4th July, Winter Gardens 


Saturday 28th June, Winter Gardens 


MAGHfFfCEHT 
THE BBC 


WoTJcJerjVil Memories 
FranK Sinatra - Dean Maitm - is 


Margate Theatres 

Box Office: 01843 292795 


www.theatreroyalmargate.com 

www.margatewintergardens.co.uk 
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Grower hopes a tennis-inspired 
plant will serve up Chelsea gold 


Among the county’s competitors at the 
RHS’s prestigious flower show this 
week is one named after Wimbledon 
champion and London 2014 winner 
Andy Murray, as Jamie Weir reports 



A GREEN-fingered expert 
is to serve up a homage 
to Wimbledon champi¬ 
on Andy Murray when 
the eagerly-anticipated 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show gets under 
way this week. 

The show, which attracts more 
than 160,000 visitors each year, is 
one of the high points on the calendar 
for gardeners and those with an ad¬ 
miration for horticulture. 

Traditionally opened by the Queen, 
the event - in the grounds of the Royal 
Hospital in London - runs from Tues¬ 
day to Saturday and is organised by 
the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS). 

Having celebrated its centenary 
this year, it will this year mark the 
100th anniversary of the First World 
War with a number of specially- 
themed displays. 

But for many it is the race to win a 
prestigious medal that provides the 
most fascinating aspect of the event. 

The county will have nine exhibi¬ 
tors among the 138 competitors - all 
of which will be hoping to show off 
their design skills. 

Paul Harris, who runs Brookfield 
Plants in Sandyhurst Lane, Ashford, 
will be competing again this year and 
is certain to grab some headlines as 
he unveils a new plant at the show. 

His specially-created Hosta, a type 
of Asian perennial herbaceous plant 
from the lily family, has been named 
‘Andy Murray’ in tribute to the tennis 
ace. 

Mr Harris and the British Hosta 
and Hemerocallis Society (BHHS) 
chose to name the plant after the ten¬ 
nis champion due to the blue and 
white leaves, which are reminiscent 
of the Scottish Saltire. 

This new type of Hosta has never 
been available commercially before 
and was created using a complex 
breeding programme in America. 

As part of the launch of the new 
plant, Andy Murray’s long-time part¬ 
ner, Kim Sears, will be attending a 
presentation at the show. 

Although the player himself is 
“unlikely” to attend, a member of the 
Murray family will also join her to 
commemorate the new plant. 

Last July Mr Murray became the 
first British player in 77 years to lift 
the men’s singles title on the hallowed 
grass of Wimbledon. 

His victory came just a year after 
winning Olympic gold at London 
2012. 

Not that Mr Harris is a stranger to 
such glory. He lifted a gold medal at 
Chelsea last year, adding to his previ¬ 
ous haul of two silvers. 

And he hopes the Murray Magic will 
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help elevate him to further success. 

He said: “I’m extremely excited 
about exhibiting this year. I will have 
the largest stand I’ve ever worked 
with at the show. I like all the prepa¬ 
ration that goes into the build-up, but 
it is really hard work. 

“However, it’s always extremely 
satisfying to stand back and admire 
the display when it has been finished. 

“I’m really looking forward to dis¬ 
playing the new Hosta ‘Andy Murray’ 
this year. 

“Chelsea is the top flower show in 
the world, but as a result of everyone 
wanting to win there, it’s tough. I’m 
still hoping for another medal this 
year, though.” 

One gardener who fancied life on 
the other side of the fence, at least for 
this year, is Roger Platts. 

He runs Roger Platts Garden De¬ 
sign and Nursery in Edenbridge. 

He was a champion designer last 
year, winning a coveted gold medal 
for his garden design ‘Windows 
Through Time’, which captured and 
celebrated the design trends through 
the shows past and present. 

However, this year he was asked to 
be one of the seven judges in the fresh 
and artisan garden categories, so will 
be rewarding the hard work of the 
garden designers at the show. 

He said: “I have been judging other 
competitions for about 12 years and 
was honoured to be asked to judge at 
this year’s show. 

“It’s massively important to be bal¬ 
anced, objective and consistent when 
scoring and, to assist with that, we 
have a new points system this year to 
help the judges and provide more de¬ 
tailed feedback to exhibitors after the 
judging has taken place. I know I will 
miss the buzz of competing and had 
pangs seeing the build-up to the show. 

“I love the show. For the last two 
gardens I’ve exhibited there, I’ve left 
saying never again, but then I start to 
get ideas and I certainly wouldn’t rule 
out exhibiting there in the future.” 

kk Chelsea is the top 
flower show in the 
world, but as a result of 
everyone wanting to 
win, it’s tough. I’m still 
hoping for another 
medal this year jj 


Paul Harris, 

Brookfield Plants, Ashford 


Debbie Rix is no stranger to the 
show, either. A former TV newsread¬ 
er, she now lives in Tunbridge Wells. 

She has designed and produced 
gardens to raise awareness of the 
Centrepoint charity in the past - and 
this year will hope to catch the atten¬ 
tion with her work on a garden for 
WellChild. 

The charity works nationally to en¬ 
sure the best possible care and sup¬ 


port for all seriously-ill children and 
their families across the UK. 

M s Rix said: “If you love 
gardening, as I do, Chel¬ 
sea is the only place to be 
at the end of May. 

“All three past gardens were for the 
charity Centrepoint and they raised 
the profile of that charity to a new 
audience. 


“More than 160,000 people who 
walk past the garden next week will 
be introduced to this remarkable 
charity. 

“The build itself is always thrilling 
- seeing something you have only 
seen on the drawing board come to 
life, and the show itself, is, of course, a 
delight.” 

The show will run between May 20 
and 24 at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea. 


KEA 
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Nikki Bailey 

Designer 


uuuuuu.umb0rmost0r.co.uk 

19-25 Blenheim Close, Pinsons Rood Industrial 
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New legislation welcomed but onus 
still on owners to control their dogs 


PETS THAT KILL... 


By Chris Murphy 

d b 


A LAWYER who specialis¬ 
es in dog attacks says a 
set of tough new regula¬ 
tions introduced this 
week will only work if 
owners increase their sense of 
responsibility. 

The Dangerous Dogs Act gives 
courts extra clout to jail owners 
whose dogs attack people. 

Crucially, it now makes dog attacks 
on private property - such as in your 
house or garden - a criminal act, and 
thus seeks to put further responsibili¬ 
ty on to the shoulders of the owners. 

In addition, maximum prison sen¬ 
tences for allowing a dog to fatally at¬ 
tack someone has gone from two 
years to 14 years behind bars - while 
punishment for an injury has gone up 
from two to five years. 

Trevor Cooper is a specialist lawyer 
at Canterbury firm Cooper & Co. 

He told us: “This will affect every 
dog-owner in the country. 

“The Dangerous Dogs Act will for 
the first time be coming in to people’s 
homes. So if you have a dog and it in¬ 
jures someone in your home or your 
garden, you will have committed a 
criminal offence 

“It’s a good thing that owners are 
being reminded that they have to 
know where their dog is and who is 
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AT least two babies have already 
been killed by dogs this year. 

Six-day-old Eliza-Mae Mullane 
was mauled by a family pet in 
Pontyberem, South Wales, in 
February 

Then, a fortnight later, 11-month- 
old Ava-Jayne Corless was killed 
by a pit bull terrier in Blackburn. 

And it is not just babies. 

In March last year, on a Bolton 
housing estate, Jade Lomas- 
Anderson, 14, died after she was 
attacked by dogs. 


with their dog, which should incen- 
tivise responsible dog-ownership. 

“But is it going to prevent inci¬ 
dents? Well, I think that is a bit hope¬ 
ful. It seems to me this will punish 
after the event when I would much 
rather prevent it in the first place, but 
that is not what this Act does. 

“You need to make sure the right 
person has the right dog - they have to 
get the dog trained, get the dog social¬ 
ised and they then follow the rules. 

“At the moment it is very easy to get 
a dog, so perhaps we need to think 
about that and make sure every per¬ 
son keeps their dog responsibly. 

“I hope this time next year, the sta- 


Also last year, Clifford Clarke, 
79, was killed in the kitchen of his 
Liverpool home by a bull mastiff. 

Worryingly, hospital admissions 
for bites and attacks by dogs 
among people living in the most 
deprived areas of England are 
three times as high as in the least 
deprived areas, figures from the 
Health and Social Care Informa¬ 
tion Centre show, with children 
aged up to nine at most risk. 

Animal welfare minister Lord de 
Mauley said: “Dog attacks can 


tistics will have gone down. Sadly, I 
think we have more irresponsible 
dog-owners than dangerous dogs.” 

A spokesman for Kent Police said: 
“We have robust processes and poli¬ 
cies in place to enforce the new legis¬ 
lation and we urge dog-owners to 
continue being responsible and be 
mindful of others.” 

Previously, legal protection over at¬ 
tacks by dogs did not extend ‘beyond 
the garden gate’. 

This legal loophole was a particu¬ 
lar issue for postmen and women, 
who each visit hundreds of private 
addresses every day on their delivery 
rounds. Some 133 delivery workers 


have horrific consequences for 
victims and families and it is only 
right those responsible should 
face tough punishments. 

“Irresponsible dog-owners will 
not only face longer prison 
sentences but will also be liable 
for prosecution regardless of 
where an attack takes place. 

“This will give protection to 
those who provide vital services in 
the community - postal workers, 
nurses, utility workers - as well as 
people visiting family and friends.” 


were attacked across the BR, CT, DA, 
ME and TN postcode areas by dogs 
from April 2012 to April 2013. 

Royal Mail welcomed the new laws. 

The company delivers to almost 30 
million UK addresses, which leads to 
2,400 staff being attacked annually 
- sometimes leading to a permanent 
disabling injury. 

Shaun Davis, a safety director at 
Royal Mail, said: “We have cam¬ 
paigned for changes to this important 
legislation and it will now ensure our 
postmen and women will be protect¬ 
ed when they enter private property 
including a customer’s garden. 

“The welfare and safety of our peo¬ 


ple is our first priority. We are only 
too aware of the life-changing physi¬ 
cal and psychological injuries that 
can be sustained from dog attacks. 

“Nobody should have to endure this 
and our postmen and women should 
not be at increased risk of such attacks 
simply because of the job they do.” 

Battersea Dogs & Cats Home, which 
has its Kent base near Brands Hatch, 
was one of the leading voices calling 
for change and is pleased with the ex¬ 
tended dog laws. 

Shocked by a 6 per cent rise in hos¬ 
pital admissions for dog attacks over 
the last 12 months, Battersea de¬ 
mands earlier intervention and better 
education of owners. This is the only 
effective way to reduce attacks on the 
most vulnerable in our society, it says. 

However, it fears little will be done 
thanks to spending cuts leaving local 
authorities so cash-strapped that dog 
welfare will be down the list of priorities. 

Spokesman Dee McIntosh said: 
“This new legislation is a step in the 
right direction. However, Battersea is 
calling on the Government to look 
deeper into the dangerous dogs prob¬ 
lem and better equip our local au¬ 
thorities to tackle the minority of ir¬ 
responsible dog-owners who blight 
our communities. 

“With an issue like dog attacks, 
there should be preventative meas¬ 
ures in place long before an innocent 
life is lost or a young person’s future is 
ruined.” 


KEA 
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A great range of fencing & gates 
Beautiful timber 

selected to your specifications by experts 


For all your timber needs 


01227 720537 
www.winghamtimber.com 


WINGHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
GOODNESTONE ROAD, 
WINGHAM,CANTERBURY, 
KENT,CT3 1AR 



Opening Hours:Mon-Fri:8-5,Sat:8.30-12.30 



kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending May 18, 2014 35 



























































Mitcham Building Supplies 


LET US HELP YOU 
WITH YOUR DIY 


SUPER LOW PRICES!! 




INDIAN SANDSTONE 
CALIBRATED 
MIXED SIZES 

TEXTURED SLABS BY 
BRADSTONE 


Roofing Materials 
Felt and Roofing 
tiles available 


Gravel Boards and Posts 
6ft concrete posts, post 
mix, 6x6 wide concrete 
gravel boards IN STOCK 


Fence panels 
6x6 Waney 
from £18.99 
6x6 F-Edge 
From £24.95 



200x100 2.4 metre 
£14.99 + vat 
200x100 3 metre 
£19.99 + vat 
Available Green 
or Brown 


Pop in for a brochure today 



Jumbo Bags 
aggregate 
from 

£33.95 
+ vat 







Rugby 

Cement 

£3.29 
+ vat 



Riven 450 x 450 
slabs 
from just 

£1.99 

+ vat each 

4 Colours available 



DECORATIVE 

AGGREGATES 

Plum, Blue and Green Slate 
Cotswold Chippings 
Rockery Stones 
Large Selection in stock now. 


READY MIXED CONCRETE/SCREED • FENCING • BRICKS • TIMBER 


You’ve tried the rest now try the best YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR BUILDING SUPPLIES 

Trade & Retail Open: Mon-Fri 7.00-5.30pm Open all-day Saturday 


CANTERBURY 

Unit 12, Wincheap Ind Estate 
Cotton Road, 

Canterbury CT1 3RB 
Telephone 01227 455565 
Fax 01227 479400 
Email: Canterbury@mbs.uk.com 


HERNE BAY 

MBS House, 80 Eddington Lane, 
Herne Bay, Kent CT6 5TR 

Telephone 01227 366633 

Fax 01227 360451 

Email: herneybay@mbs.uk.com 


GILLINGHAM 

Serena House, Bredgar Road, 
Gillingham, Kent ME8 6PL 

Telephone 01634 366040 
Fax 01634 23291 

Email: salesgillingham@mbs.uk.com 
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Gay penguins 
step in to raise 
abandoned egg 

With an unhatched chick’s future looking bleak, in waddled 
same-sex couple Kermit and Jumbs... who have proved to be 
’the best’ surrogate parents, reports Maria Chiorando 



I N THIS era of modern liberal 
attitudes to parenting, it was, 
perhaps, only a matter of time 
before the animal kingdom got 
in on the act. 

And so this week into the spotlight 
waddled the unlikely sight of two gay 
penguins. 

The same-sex couple, who reside at 
an animal park near Canterbury, 
have become surrogate parents to an 
egg created by a couple with a prob¬ 
lem that has dogged mankind for cen¬ 
turies - a lack of responsibility. 

Because when Isobel and Hurri¬ 
cane mate, no sooner is Isobel preg¬ 
nant than her male partner lives up 
to his name and can’t be seen for dust. 

Poor Isobel, unable to do all the nec¬ 
essary work to incubate the egg, is left 
exhausted, and the egg abandoned. 

But now Kermit and Jumbs, two 
male penguins, have come to the res¬ 
cue - channelling an apparent desire 
to raise children into looking after 
the abandoned egg. 

Jackie Biskin, who runs Wingham 
Wildlife Park along with husband 
Tony, explained: “Hurricane is a very 
inconsiderate partner who is happy 
to get Isobel pregnant. However, at 
that point Hurricane seems to think 
that his job is done.” 

The couple first mated last year 
only for Hurricane to leave her. 
The egg was eventually aban¬ 
doned. 

In stepped Kermit and Jumbs 
to look after the egg. But it 
failed to hatch. 

In March of this year, Hur¬ 
ricane was back to bad-boy 
ways and, as Isobel fell preg¬ 
nant, he had hot-footed it 
out of the picture. 

Or, at least, to the other 
side of the penguin enclosure. 

a This is only our 
second year of 
breeding, but having 
such good surrogate 
parents available 
should we need them is 
a huge bonus for us j j 

Jackie Biskin, 

Wingham Wildlife Park 


Becky Johnson, the head of birds 
and mammals at the park, explained: 
“We waited a little while and watched 
them on a CCTV camera set up in the 
nest box. 

“But we saw she was leaving the 
egg for too long and couldn’t risk it 
getting too cold.” 

Kermit and Jumbs, meanwhile, had 
clearly liked the idea of being parents. 
And after last year’s unhatched egg, 
friction appeared between the two - 
with park keepers putting the feelings 
between the pair down to their ina¬ 
bility to produce their own chick. So 
they had been nursing a dummy egg. 

Mr Biskin, the park owner, ex¬ 
plained: “In 2013 these two birds 
had a fall-out and we actually 
had to physically split 
them apart for some 
time to stop them 
fighting, and we won¬ 
dered whether it was 
a possibility that an 


inability to produce an egg had 
caused some kind of frustration for 
the birds. 

“To try to combat this, we gave 
them a dummy egg. It was lucky we 
had done because we were able to 
swap the dummy egg for a real one.” 

This time the effort was a success, 
and the egg hatched on April 12 - 
much to the delight of its gay parents. 

The chick has fared well and the 
adoptive parents continue to care 
well for the little penguin. 

Mr Biskin added: “These two have 
so far proven to be two of the best pen¬ 
guin parents we have had yet. 

“We are still very much starting 
our breeding efforts with this 
species, and this is only our 
second year of breeding, 
but having such good 
surrogate parents availa¬ 
ble should we need them 
is a huge bonus for us. 

“Being brought up by 
members of the same spe¬ 
cies always has a better 
outcome for animals being 
reared. 

“While we will intervene and 
hand-rear animals if necessary, it 
is something we prefer to 
avoid.” 

The CCTV set-up that 
was monitoring Isobel 
and Hurricane is also 
now keeping a close 
eye on the work that 
Kermit and Jumbs are 
doing with their new 
arrival. 

The system has so far 
captured footage of the 
two animals swapping 
shifts and even feeding the 
chick. 

Mr Biskin said: “Having 
technology on our side 
makes this a lot easier for us 
to monitor. 

“Even at night we can 
monitor the cameras 
remotely, and with 
us living on site if there 
were any sign of trouble 
with the baby it would 
take us less than a 
minute to be right there 
^ to sort it out. 

“But while it is 
certainly still early 
days for this chick, so 
far things are looking 
good.” 



SURROGATES: Jumbs (above) and Kermit (below) have proved to be 
caring and supportive adoptive parents at Wingham Wildlife Park 
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new 


Energy for the World GmbH 


SOLAR PARK DEVELOPER 

LAND OWNERS OPTIONS 

LAND LEASE: Your land will be rented for a guaranteed minimum of 20 
years with two five year options. Benefit from a competitive yearly income 
per hectare. 

INVESTMENT: The land owner finances the project to reap the long term gain. 
JOINT VENTURE: New energy & the Landowner form a partnership 


SITE ASSESSMENT 
PLANNING APPROVAL 
GRID CONNECTION 
SECURING LAND 
PROJECT DELIVERY 





As System Integrators of PV Plants all 
services are offered for Solar Parks. 

♦ Site Development 

♦ Project Development 

♦ Construction Work 

♦ General Contractor - Turnkey 

♦ Technical Maintenance 

ALREADY HAVE PLANNING? 
CALL 07956677533 


Project Management 
System Integration 

Engineering/Procurement/Construction 
Build/Operate/Transfer 
Operation & Maintenance 


Energy for the World GmbH 

LEASE LAND FOR SOLAR 

♦ Farmland/Brownfield Sites 

♦ Minimum Size 10 Acres 

♦ South England 

♦ Competitive Rates 

♦ Guaranteed Income 20 Years + 


JIMMY OFFLEY - 07956677533 / 01843 220447 
JIMMYOFFLEY@DESIGNANDBUILD.NET 
WWW.DESIGNANDBUILD.NET • WWW.NEWENERGY.UK.COM 
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Dementia sufferers offered a helping 
hand with new awareness campaign 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


CATCHING THE SIGNS EARLY 


Finding it hard to follow 
conversations or programmes 
on TV 

Forgetting the names of friends 
and family or everyday objects 
Repeating yourself or losing the 
thread of what you are saying 
Feeling anxious, depressed or 
angry 

Other people commenting on 
your forgetfulness 
Feeling confused in a familiar 
environment 

Struggling to find the right words * 
Difficulty with numbers or 
handling money in shops 



A S THE nation comes to grips 
with an ageing population, 
more and more of us are 
being exposed to the agony 
of dementia. 

The degenerative brain disease has 
the ability to strip sufferers of memo¬ 
ries and coherent thought - an irre¬ 
versible illness that can leave their 
nearest and dearest devastated, and 
those affected confused and anxious. 

Education is key and next week 
heralds the start of Dementia Aware¬ 
ness Week. 

Many doctors have jumped on 
board with the initiative, in hope of 
encouraging people to seek advice if 
they fear they - or their loved ones - 
may have the disease. 

There are almost 10,000 people in 
Kent and Medway who have been 
diagnosed with the illness, but it is 
thought the actual number of people 
who have the disease is closer to 
22,000, with many unaware of the 
symptoms or fearful of confirmation. 

Dr Caroline Ruaux, one of the eight 
clinical leads for dementia in Kent 
and Medway, said: “This illness is a 
life-changing, progressive condition 
and an early diagnosis is a key part of 


DEMENTIA is an umbrella term 
used to describe a set of symptoms 
that can include memory loss, 
difficulties with concentration, 
problem-solving and 
communication. Most of the people 
affected by dementia are over 65, 
although 2.2 per cent of the 
population will develop dementia 
at a younger age. Two-thirds of 
sufferers are women. 

Some of the early signs in noticing 
dementia include: 

■ Struggling to remember recent 
events 


unlocking access to help and putting 
plans in place for the future. 

“That’s important, not just for the 
sake of the person with the condition, 
but for their family and friends, too. 

“We want to remind people it isn’t 
just a symptom of old age; it’s a condi¬ 
tion people need support with. There 
are many dementia organisations 
and networks across the county, but 
it is much easier to access assistance 
once a person has been diagnosed. 

“Don’t bottle your worries up - 


speak to your GP if you think you or a 
loved one may be showing signs.” 

Kent County Council is heavily in¬ 
volved in a project called Dementia 
Friendly Communities with the NHS. 

Its aim is to create support for not 
only dementia sufferers but their car¬ 
ers. It is hoped it will reduce the de¬ 
mentia stigma, increase awareness 
and improve the quality of life for 
people living with the condition by 
running awareness sessions across 
Kent that are open to everyone. 


One creative project that has been 
undertaken in conjunction with KCC 
and the NHS is a book called Demen¬ 
tia Diaries by writer and illustrator 
Matthew Snyman, who until recently 
lived in Maidstone. 

The book was completed late last 
year and is based on real-life stories. 

Mr Snyman, 28, was approached 
by the Social Innovations Lab for 
Kent (Silk) - which addresses social 
challenges - to put together the book 
to help educate young people about 


issues around dementia. It is thought 
that children, in particular, need to be 
made aware of conditions that are in¬ 
creasingly impacting on their grand¬ 
parents and potentially their par¬ 
ents. 

Stories were gathered by inter¬ 
viewing families affected by the ill¬ 
ness, then the data was passed to the 
author, who created fictional charac¬ 
ters using the information. 

The book has subsequently been 
nominated for an award and is in 
every school library in Kent. 

The plan is to make an active learn¬ 
ing resource that would be taught as 
part of the syllabus, primarily in Kent, 
and then hopefully across the UK. 

Mr Snyman said: “For children of 
primary-school age, it can be hard to 
understand what’s happening when 
they see an older family member 
suffering from the disease. 

“If they can have a shared experi¬ 
ence, like the book, then can really 
get to grips with having dementia in 
their life. I’m immensely proud to 
have been a part of it.” 

Graham Gibbens, KCC cabinet 
member for adult social care and pub¬ 
lic health, said: “Improving the well¬ 
being of people with dementia is a top 
priority in Kent and we are working 
with all our partners to change the 
way people view dementia.” 


FABULOUS 

BATHROOMS 

And 

STUNNING 

FIREPLACES 


At 


EXCEPTIONAL PRICES 


Come and talk 
to the experts 



morris&tu 


p r* 


BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE WAREHOUSE 


4 Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 0AD T: 01634 813813 I E: sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 

www.morrisandturner. co. uk 


Chatham Branch Opening Hours: 08:30 - 17:00 Monday - Friday 
09:00- 17:00 Saturday I Sunday - Sorry Closed 
Outlet Branch at Dockside Outlet, Chatham ME4 3ED (01634) 891524 
Opening Hours: 10:00 - 18:00 Monday - Wednesday 
10:00 - 19:00 Thursday - Friday 10:00- 18:00 Saturday I 11:00 - 17:00 Sunday 


% 


FINAL STOCK 
CLEARANCE 


EVERYTHING MUST GO 




•ALL HERITAGE 
CHROME 
ACCESSORIES 

£10 EACH including 


toilet roll holders, towel rails, 
shelves, grab rails etc etc 


-ALL VANITY AND 
CLOAKROOM 
BASINS 
£15 EACH 


•ALL VESSEL AND 
SLAB BASINS £40 
EACH 

•SHOWER SLIDE 
RAIL KITS £20 

• SHOWER TRAYS 

£15 

• SHOWER VALVE 
AND KITS £45 


BATHS £40 


•TAPS 

■ Heritage bath shower 
mixers £50 

• Bath fillers £45 

• Mono basin and 
bidet taps £35 

• Bath taps £35 per 

pair 

• Basin taps £25 per 

pair 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL OUR STOCK CLEARANCE ITEMS 


All clearance stock at our Dockside Shop. 

Visit our showrooms or enquire TODAY! 


morris&turner 


BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE WAREHOUSE 

DOCKSIDE CLEARANCE OUTLET 

Outlet Branch at Dockside Outlet, Chatham ME4 3ED 
T: 01634 891524 | E: sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 

www. morrisandtumer. co. uk 

Also at Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent. 
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Here’s how to use your mydate dating service 


f 7 wy a ,.. 
You’ll 

v 


YOUR /oca/ idafing service, run by the 

p dating experts who have been established 
since 1990 . REAL people In YOUR area.. 


Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and fo low she simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply lent PEG Followed by 
your first name, dale of blTtk 
area and your advert I ma^ 1 5$ 
characters! and send Do 80098 
FREE Sl*mJ*rd &ctwoffc rates apply 


To Reply to members 

from your land line call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost 11 .S 3 per min 


Have I he adverts 6 -digit box no 
written down and do Ney-lt-Jn 
prpjnpi ty v.*icG Altai DOfft forgd 
lo leave contact details for replies, 


To Reply to members from 
your mobile call 68118 

calls cos! f i.Sfl pci minute plus fiphrork. chafes 

Of T0xt.. REPLY2 cleave a space) rbi? si*-ciigiE 
b&K number (leave 4 ipacp] and then encer yo>ur 
messagefi-^endto BOO 98 eg: 121456 

hi $ef in touch... then send to 90098 Success 
fully forwarded messages cost tlifl per message 
i ftet. 1 hQ c haraciers I rou must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact del a ils. Messages 
may be moderated for ygur safety and security. 


Date ONLINE ’ Been left a message? 

, Pickup your replies 

YOU car now 1 H 

date online or aooc pj #• ^j j j 

via your mobile 0906 515 7114 

Simply VISIT •*-“«-»* 

us at: 

www. bbj o urn a 124 . my date 24 . co. u k 


biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK i users waiting to meet „ visit., www.bbfoumal 24 .mydate 24 .co.uk 


Women Seeking 
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Remember the Arabian 
Nights? They still live... 

Artistic director Doug Rintoul tells David Mairs how the Transport theatre 
company is following a rich tradition in adapting a classic piece of folklore 


K ENT’S proximity to 

London arguably works 
against the development 
of its theatrical 
enterprise. Why bother 
with it here when you’ve got one of 
the most vibrant arts scenes in the 
world on your doorstep? 

Maybe, maybe not, but the 
county’s geographical location has 
proved critical to the establishment 
of Transport, “an internationally- 
minded arts company” that looks 
“towards the Channel and beyond”. 

Its latest production is 1001 
Nights and this weekend it wraps 
up its dates at Canterbury’s 
Gulbenkian before moving on to 
Quarterhouse in Folkestone, the 
town that provides its base. 

Artistic director Doug Rintoul 
grew up in Canterbury and his 
parents live in Folkestone, so his 
connection with east Kent is strong. 

“Transport is a peripatetic 
company that we moved to 
Folkestone because we wanted the 
company to have a particular 
connection and impact on a 
community rather than be out in 
the ether in London. 

“We’re based at Quarterhouse 
and do a lot of outreach work 
focused primarily on Folkestone 
and east Kent for people who have 


never been to theatre before.” 

Rintoul’s attachment to 
Folkestone is clear and he is 
pleased with the way in which its 
arts offering has grown. 

“There has not been the 
provision for arts here that there is 
in Canterbury, for example,” he 
said. “There used to be a traditional 
theatre and there’s a lovely 
independent cinema still, but 
Quarterhouse has changed things 
and we’ve been a part of building 
those audiences. 

“That’s why the Creative 
Foundation is so brilliant.” 

Does the historic situation reflect 
a lack of appreciation of the arts in 
the town? 

“It’s hard to say there’s a lack of 
appreciation when there wasn’t 
any provision,” said Rintoul. 

Transport has its Quarterhouse 
base, but this is far from an 
exclusive relationship and there 
are ties with venues across the 
country. 

“At Transport we are lucky to 
have these brilliant places to work 
with. At Ipswich there’s the New 
Wolsley Theatre, with a really 
great model we can feed off, as well 
as places like the Hackney Empire. 

“We’re using all those national 
connections to feed into. We 


wouldn’t be able to do the work we 
do without them - we couldn’t 
afford to. We rely on them and I 
suppose you could say we’re 
leeching off them - there are lots of 
people involved, such as 
international co-producers.” 

1001 Nights is based on 
The Arabian Nights, the English 
naming of One Thousand And One 
Nights, a sprawling collection of 
folk tales gathered largely on the 
Silk Road between China and the 
Middle East. 

“The earliest texts were Syrian 
and there have been many 
translations, but they were only 
spoken at the time that they were 
created,” said Rintoul. 

“Then there was the crossover 
between them and the European 
texts - they were brilliant in that 
they adapted and changed in 
differing times and environments. 
In the Middle East they would 
think you were crazy if you 
performed the original versions. 

“They are meant to be performed 
in a contemporary context and 
explore the human condition and 
what is going on around us. 

There’s a lot about exile, loneliness, 
families splitting up - even farting 
in one story.” 

Moving swiftly on, the Transport 


adaption tells the tale of 
Shahrazad, a Syrian girl adapting 
to a new life in this country. 

“With a play, I always ask how 
do I want an audience to be 
different by the end of it,” said 
Rintoul. “Here I want to celebrate 
how you can play and what you 
can make with a whole load of 
rubbish, rather than sit around in 
front of the TV. 

“Shahrazad and her friends are 
on a roof-top and they create whole 
worlds with the stuff around them. 

“I wanted to talk about the 
opportunity for kids to meet Islam 
and for that to be OK and to make 
sure kids encountered friendships 
between someone who was British 
and someone who was not.” 

Times are changing perhaps 
faster than ever before, and 
Transport, it is clear, is not going to 
be left behind. 

■ 1001 Nights is at the Gulbenkian, 
Canterbury, tonight (Sunday, May 
18) at 3pm. Tickets are priced at 
£8. Phone 01227 769075 or visit 
www.thegulbenkian.co.uk. 

■ It is then at Quarterhouse, 
Folkestone, from Thursday to 
Saturday, May 22-24. Tickets are 
priced from £5. Phone 01303 
858500 or visit www. 
quarterhouse.co.uk. 
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1 DEAL 


AIRPORT CONNECTIONS 

□ START YOUR JOURNEY WITH US! 


SHUTTLE SERVICE 


PICK UP POINTS 


Gatwick and Heathrow daily for only 


MARGATE 


RAMSGATE 


BROADSTA RS 


£40 


■ BIRCHINGTON 


2am • 4am • 9am • 1pm 


WEST G ATE 


SINGLE PER PERSON 


RETURN PER PERSON 


SANDWICH 


DOVER 


FOLKESTONE 


2 PEOPLE SINGLE 


HERNE BAY 


WHITSTABLE 


WERSHAM 


CANTERBURY 


NO 


DRAMA 


ASHFORD 


NO 


HASSLE 


NO FUSS 
NO STRESS 
NO PARKING 


RETURN FROM 


HEATHROW 


08.00 • 10.00 


15.00 • 19.00 




RETURN FROM 


GATWICK 


08.45 • 10.45 


15.45 • 19.45 


COMPETITION TIME 
ENTER FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 

• ONE Winner will receive £300 CASH and a FREE return trip to Gatwick Airport for their next holiday! 

• Like our Facebook page, post a clear picture of YOU with ONE of our new adverts which is displayed 
in 3 locations at Gatwick Airport! 

• Full details and rules of the competition on our Facebook page. 

• Closing date Sunday 29th June 2014 at 8pm. Winner will be notified 30th June 2014 GOOD LUCK! 


01843 823007 
01843 823700 


For more information on our services go to: 

www.connections4you. net 
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All-rounder Brian Conley has Dave Mairs laughing along ahead of his new show 


Life and times of 
the 'entertainment 
king' Conley makes 
for good night out 


S OME comics can be hard 
work to interview, while 
others make the job of the 
beleaguered hack just a 
little more comfortable. 
Happily, Brian Conley falls into the 
latter category. 

Eager and keen to roll out a few 
quips and no little amount of jollity, 
he gives the immediate impression 
that audiences for his new tour, The 
Real Life Of Brian Conley, will be in 
for a cheery evening, which is, after 
all, what such events are all about. 

To dismiss Conley as a superficial 
grinning clown, though, would be 
wrong. He has put himself through 
the wringer while in the public eye, 
most notably on I’m A Celebrity... Get 
Me Out Of Here in 2012. 

He had to quit the show suffering 
exhaustion and malnutrition, 
having at one stage broken down in 
tears, all on the back of a personal 
decision to stop taking the 
antidepressants that he had been 
using for the previous 15 years. 

“It had really gone quite smoothly 
and only went a bit wrong when 
Helen Flanagan couldn’t do so many 
of the trials,” he said. 

“We had eight days of not eating - 
I couldn’t keep the stuff down, the 
chickpeas and rice, and I was heaving 
as I was eating. In the end I just 
collapsed and ended up in hospital.” 

So it hasn’t all been one big party, 
but at the same time his show isn’t 
one long analytical baring of the soul. 

“It’s a potpourri of entertainment 
and as much fun as you can have 
with your clothes on,” he said. 

“I talk briefly about my illustrious 


career in comedy and give you a 
one-man variety show. 

“I do it all - there’s no one on stage 
helping me out. I don’t disappear 
after half an hour - you see some 
entertainers do that, but I couldn’t. 

“If you’ve paid to see someone 
for a full show, then that’s what you 
should get.” 

44 No one in the 
audience has to go and 
see any of those shows 
now - I'm saving them 
about 400 guid! ** 

And you get an awful lot rolled 
into one, apparently. 

“There will be songs from West 
End shows like Oliver!, Hairspray 
and Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. 


“No one in the audience has to go 
and see any of those shows now - I’m 
saving them about 400 quid! ” 

Conley included Canterbury’s 
Marlowe theatre and the Assembly 
Hall Theatre in Tunbridge Wells in 
his 2 5-date itinerary. 

“I know the Marlowe,” he said 
when the dates were announced. 

“I was very close friends with 
Dave Lee [the Kent comedian, who 
died in 2012] and did charity nights 
there, although this will be the first 
time I’ve performed there since the 
refurbishment. 

“I always found it a great venue for 
comedy.” 

The tour is notable for the number 
of smaller venues it includes and 
Conley is keen to stress their value. 

“The smaller theatres are more 
likely to create a better atmosphere,” 
he said. 

“I don’t like them too big - at some 


of these venues with capacities of 
20,000 or whatever, you might as 
well be watching on the telly. 

“The other thing with these 
cracking smaller venues is you have 
to be put on a good performance 
every time you turn out. 

“In the arenas, you only have to be 
good once a month.” 

It might come as surprise to 
some, but a quick scan through the 
internet shows Conley was once 
the “highest-paid male television 
personality in the UK”. 

He laughs at the idea - “No, in the 
world, the world! ” - before referring 
back to the Get Me Out Of Here 
experience. 

“It’s horses for courses - Bear 
Grylls can do the jungle, I can do 
comedy and singing. I’ve been doing 
it professionally for 40 years -1 did 
my first professional job, with an 
Equity card, when I was 12. 

“And I talk about the various 
things I’ve done and how it all came 
about. Basically, people can come 
along and have a good laugh.” 

And that king of the entertainment 
world thing? 

“I wouldn’t take much notice of it,” 
he said. 

“Apparently one site says I’m also 
a huge Arsenal fan -1 don’t even 
follow football. I don’t know where 
they get this stuff.” 

■ The Real Life Of Brian Conley 
is at the Assembly Hall Theatre, 
Tunbridge Wells, on Tuesday, 

May 20, at 7.30pm. Tickets are 
priced at £22.50 (booking fees 
apply). Phone 01892 530613 or visit 
www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk. 




We’re expanding our 


To advertise your 
restaurant here 

■** 

call 

01303 817150 


Our offer now covers a far greater range of 
log and multi-fuel stoves, giving you even 
more chance to save money. 

Call us on 01227 266209 

www.whitstablestoveshop.co.uk 
2 Saddleton Road, i— _ > 

CT5 4JB I E323 


s.emvc; im-i orn:u 


Contact Rosie: 

+44 (0) 7930 538 111 

rosie@flights-with-rosie.co.uk 


Based near Canterbury 


For your free design and quotation 
Telephone : 0333 323 2023 WWW.ql aSSjflj 
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Hypnotherapy a/ill help with 
any emotional problems 

Those who suffer from "nerves" and anxiety can become confident 
and positive, addictive personalities can be helped to overcome 
their addictions, smokers become non-smokers,'also rans' become 
winners. Those who lack motivation and purpose find new meaning, 
new ambition, and new goals. 




For further details please contact 
Belmont Hypnotherapy Centre 

T: 01843 587929 

E-mail: belmontcentre@yahoo.co.uk 
www.belmont-centre.co.uk 
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World’s Wonder 

Saturday 24 th May 

Pudding Night 

How many can you try? 

Main course-carvery & Vegie option 
Followed by at least 
20 different homemade desserts 
Try them all if you dare 
Plus our fun QUIZ 
All for £20.00 

Book Now to avoid disappointment 

Worlds Wonder -Meals to dine for 

For Dining Reservations or Enquiries Tel 01233 732431 
www.worldswonder.co.uk 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alteraltions, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 




APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
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DOMESTIC 
INSTALLER LzJ 
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City festival promises a riot of half-term fun 


Hands-on activities combine with storytelling and comedy for second Canterbury Children’s Festival 



T HE Marlowe Theatre and 
The Beaney House Of Art 
And Knowledge are 
joining forces to present the 
second Canterbury 
Children’s Festival. 

Taking place at the end of this 
month, during the half-term break, 
there will be performances at The 
Marlowe Studio, interactive craft and 
storytelling workshops at The Beaney 
and free activities at both venues. 

Events at The Marlowe Studio 
include a Play-In-A-Day workshop, 
an adaptation of Michael Morpurgo’s 
I Believe In Unicorns, Misunderstood 
Monsters, a show about facing your 
fears, the return of Comedy Club 4 
Kids and an hour of very silly 
comedy with Tiernan Douieb’s 


Everything You’ve Ever Needed To 
Know Ever And Some Extra Stuff. 

At The Beaney, families can enjoy 
interactive stories on themes of 
Dinosaurs And Prehistoric Monsters 
and Unicorns, Mermaids And 
Dragons, a chance to make their 
own monster, a comedy workshop 
for children and a talk from author 
Eleanor Hawken on her children’s 
book Sammy Feral’s Diaries Of Weird. 

The week culminates with Little 
Monster Costume Workshops and 
The Big Monster Parade, with prizes 
for the best-dressed monster. 

Families can enjoy free drop-in 
Roman Monster Activities at the 
Canterbury Roman Museum and 
Teddy Bear Story drop-in activities at 
The Beaney. 


At The Marlowe, there will be free 
storytelling, as well as poetry, drama 
and dance workshops. 

The Marlowe’s head of creative 
projects, Daniel Lipman, said: “It 
was great last year to see so many 
families have fun here and at The 
Beaney. 

“We’ve added lots of events this 
year and the festival promises to be 
bigger, better and even more fun.” 

Canterbury Children’s Festival 
runs from Saturday to Saturday, May 
24-31. 

For more details and to book 
tickets, phone The Marlowe box 
office on 01227 787787 or visit 
www.marlowetheatre .com. 

The festival is sponsored by 
Lipscomb Volvo. 




FUN AND GAMES: Canterbury Children’s Festival runs from May 24-31 



M20 June linn 7 or M2 Junction 5 


Show (.pen ‘AW uni - 5 pm Adults £7i0f} 5enioni 

Over 300 exhibitors! Children FREE Sorry- No dogs 

A wide selection of Plants, Sundries, Stunning Floral 
Displays (some are Chelsea and Hampton Court 
medal winners), Feature Cardens, Expert Forums, 
Demonstrations, Crafts, Food Hall, Quiz-Time. Brass 
Band, Children's Bides, Catering etc. 

Stands inside & outside - Tickets available on the gate 
www.KemCardenShow.com - infoLine (01795) 474660 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHTS, 
HOUSE WINE FOR EAC 
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'World's greatest adventurer' living 
dangerously with trip to spa town 

Action and adventure is guaranteed on stage with speaker Sir Ranulph Fiennes 



STAR TREKKING : Sir Ranulph has climbed Everest and crossed the Antarctic on foot during his many global travels 


S IR Ranulph Fiennes, 

described as “the world’s 
official greatest living 
adventurer”, is coming to 
Tunbridge Wells. 

He is bringing his Living 
Dangerously tour to the Assembly 
Hall Theatre in June. 

Sir Ranulph’s exploits, escapades 
and expeditions have taken him in 
almost every direction around the 
globe, including the first hovercraft 
expedition up the Nile (1969); the 
52,000-mile odyssey through 
both poles in the first polar 
circumnavigation of Earth (1979- 
82); and the first unsupported 
crossing of Antarctica (1993) and 
the first crossing of the Antarctic by 
foot. 

More generally, he has led more 
than 30 expeditions, climbed to the 
highest peak on the planet, found the 
lost Arabian city of Ubar and 
conquered the first 7x7x7 Challenge. 

He completed seven marathons, 
on seven continents, in seven 
consecutive days... just three months 
after a massive heart attack, a 
three-day coma and a double bypass. 
Despite suffering from vertigo and 


possessing no climbing experience, 
the former SAS demolitions expert 
was intent on adding to his 
endeavours by setting his sights on 
climbing Everest’s Tibetan side to 
raise £2 million for the British Heart 
Foundation’s new MRI scanner 
Two years later, in 2007, Sir 
Ranulph climbed what is arguably 
the world’s toughest ascent, the 
north face of the Eiger, raising £1.8m 


for Marie Curie Cancer Care’s 
Delivering Choice programme, 
following the loss of his first wife 
three years earlier 

In 2008, he returned to Everest to 
climb the Nepalese side and raised a 
further £2.5m for the same Marie 
Curie programme, this time coming 
within just 400 metres of the 
summit 

One year on, Sir Ranulph finally 


summited Everest, at the age of 64. 

Living Dangerously is the story of 
how he conquered several of the 
most challenging, and record- 
breaking, expeditions and 
adventures on Planet Earth 
It is at the Assembly Hall Theatre 
on Monday, June 9. 

To book tickets, phone the box 
office on 01892 530613 or visit 
www.speakersfromtheedge.com. 



Hit machine on road 
with songbook tour 

ALBERT Hammond is bringing his 
Songbook Tour to Folkestone’s Leas 
Cliff Hall this month. 

The brilliant singer-songwriter 
has been writing hit songs for more 
than 40 years and there has not 
been a decade in which he has not 
written multiple hits songs since he 
scored his first hit with Little Arrows 
at the age of 24. 

His songs have been responsible 
for the sale of more than 360 million 
records worldwide, including more 
than 30 chart-topping hits. 

Many of his most-loved songs, 
such as The Air That I Breathe and 
When I Need You, have become hits 
multiple times with various artists. 

Now, after more than 50 years of 
an outstandingly successful career, 
he has recorded his first live album. 

Albert Hammond’s Songbook Tour 
is at the Leas Cliff Hall on Tuesday, 
May 27. Tickets, priced from £21 
(booking fees may apply), are 
available from the box office on 
0844 871 3015 or at 
www.atgtickets.com/folkestone. 




ENJOY MORE FROM 
YOURWEEKLY 

Kent on Sunday 


Digital Edition 


Download the Kent News app to discover the digital 
newspaper edition, latest news, sport, business and leisure 
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AWARDS CRITERIA 



MASERATI 

Motorline 


We are delighted to be able to bring you the 2014 
Kent Life and Kent on Sunday Food & Drink Awards 


Y OUR votes are being encouraged for 
the 2014 Kent Life and Kent on 
Sunday Food & Drink Awards. The 
awards dinner will take place at 
Tudor Park Marriott Hotel and 
Country Park, Bearsted, near Maidstone, on 
November 13, 2014, from 6.30pm to midnight. 

The prestigious awards, which launched in 
2013, are designed to champion, highlight and 
offer a showcase to Kent’s outstanding food and 
drink industry. 

From local producers and suppliers to small 
farming businesses, restaurants, chefs, pubs 
and hoteliers, all will be people who care about 
the countryside and the future of our local 
environment. 

The companies featured will be nominated 
by you, our wonderful Kent Life and Kent on 
Sunday readers. 

We want to know if you’ve received a 
fantastic meal at your local pub or been 
impressed by the produce and service at your 
local farmers’ market or farm shop. 

The nomination form is available in print 
form within both Kent on Sunday and Kent Life 
if you prefer to vote by post, available to 
complete or download online at www.kent-life. 
co.uk and at www.kentnews.co.uk, or you can 
email us at kentfda@archant.co.uk. 

Entries close on August 1, 2014. Our 
hand-picked panel of high-profile judges, who 
all live and work in Kent, then select a short-list. 

This kickstarts the independent judging 
process, when all the finalists will be visited or 
interviewed to determine a worthy winner in 
each of the 12 categories. 

All finalists will be invited to the awards 
ceremony in November, when they will enjoy a 
fabulous reception and three-course meal 
prepared by Tudor Park’s talented head chef 
46 Week ending May 18,2014 


Tom Biddle before finding out if they are a 
winner. 

This is our second Kent Life and Kent on 
Sunday Food & Drink Awards and we are 
immensely proud to be able to offer you once 
again the opportunity to reward and recognise 
the deserving businesses within our local food 
and drink industry that go above and beyond 
expectations. 

These awards are what you, our readers, 
make of them, so if you are the owner of a pub 
or restaurant, a chef or local producer, then 
spread the word among your clients, customers 
and visitors. 

It takes no time at all to cast your vote. You 
can email or post your nominees. The judging 
panel is looking for quality over quantity, 
focusing on good comments rather than simply 
the number of votes, so that everybody is in 
with a chance, no matter how big or small 
their business. 

Don’t forget to let us know on our Twitter 
pages @kentlife and @KOSMedia when you 
have made your vote, by using #kentfda - 
similarly, if you are looking for nominations, 
please use this hashtag. 


NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR 

TftrUtPm.iuq- ILjj This popular category 
2$^ is open to anyone in 
the food or drink 

industry who has started a new venture within 
the last 18 months. We want to know what 
impact they have made on the local 
community and if they have started to achieve 
any success further afield. Are they helping to 
promote Kent food and drink to a new 
audience or have they found a new way to 
promote an old favourite? 

BUTCHER OF THE YEAR 

Bybrook Barn ™ s r is 

Gsi rden Centre chance to 

praise your local butcher and everything they 
do. Consider asking your butcher how their 
meat is hung, prepared and cut and whether it 
can be traced to a local farm. Are the staff 
knowledgeable and helpful? Do they suggest 
new cuts for you to try? Do they use their 
expertise to prepare meat ready for the oven? 
Does your butcher play a key role within the 
local community? If so, nominate them! 

TEA SHOP OF THE YEAR 

Tea shops are an 
integral part of 
the Kent food and 
drink scene and we'd like to know your 
favourites. Who makes the best tea, serves the 
nicest cakes and the freshest scones? Is the 
jam homemade and are the sandwiches 
freshly cut and liberally filled? Do they make 
tea feel like a special event? Most importantly, 
are most of the ingredients locally sourced? 
We're looking forward to hearing all about 
your favourites. 


LUKEHURST 



grown or raised locally? Are the stallholders 
welcoming and knowledgeable? Is the layout 
easy to navigate as you move around the 
market? Are any extras offered on a regular 
basis, such as cookery demonstrations or talks? 
Is the market well advertised so you can plan 
your visit in advance and is there good 
accessibility and parking? Let us know so we 
can tell everyone about the best place to go. 

PUB OF THE YEAR 

A good pub these days 
has to offer more than a 
■ 'Al/ffiM' warm welcome and 
excellent ale. We are 

looking for an inn that also offers delicious and 
locally-sourced food with seasonal variations. 
As well as excellent food and drink, it must 
offer fantastic friendly customer service and 
real value for money. Good pubs are genuinely 
the hub of their local community. To misquote 
a popular TV programme, "pubs are all about 
ambience, ambience, ambience". If you know a 
great one, even if it isn't your local, let us all 
know by voting for them. 


Rix m 


RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 

The Kent Life and Kent 
on Sunday Restaurant 
of the Year needs to 
offer an incomparable 
dining experience, from the ambience to the 
service and, most importantly, the food. Are 
the ingredients locally sourced, do they 
support local producers and, if so, are they 
recognised on the menu? Look through their 
wine list - do they have local as well as 
international wines and fizz and can the staff 
tell you more if you ask? We'd expect nothing 
less from the 2014 Restaurant of the Year. 


FOOD PRODUCER OF THE YEAR 

New this year, this 
PprrVS ca ^ egory cele brates 
T / our local food 

producers. We are 

looking for someone who consistently 
provides both top-quality local produce and 
service to their customers. We are keen to 
hear of any innovations, so if they're doing 
something new, we'd like you to share it with 
us. If your local baker, grocer or farmer 
delights, let us know. 


DRINK PRODUCER OF THE YEAR 

New this year, this 
category celebrates our 
local drink producers. 
Whether it's gorgeous 
Kentish fizz or delicious juice, we want to find 
the producers who play such a vital role in the 
county's food and drink economy. We want to 
know who you think makes the best drink in 
Kent, alcoholic or not, and why it is so special. 
We are keen to hear of any innovations, so if 
they're doing something new, for example a 
fabulous new flavour, we'd like to hear about it. 



r akm ^ 


FARM SHOP OF THE YEAR 

A good farm shop needs to 
have that extra-special 
something to tempt shoppers 
away from their local 
supermarket. Are the staff friendly and 
knowledgeable? Is the range of produce and 
the layout of an excellent standard? Does your 
local farm shop offer a box scheme? Is most of 
the produce sold there grown or raised on that 
farm or nearby, and if not would the owner be 
able to tell you where it is from? Nominate 
your favourite now! 


MYFERRVUMS 


FARMERS' MARKET OF THE YEAR 

The key to a good 
farmers' market is not 
only the range of 
produce and the quality of its stalls but also 
the principles that it supports - for example, 
does it work as a co-operative with other 
farmers? Is most of the produce sold there 


CHEF OF THE YEAR 

ClBRimiTE 

« ■' Window*. D»n fc CGPinrvjlorPBi 

Kent is blessed with outstanding chefs working 
in the county's fantastic array of restaurants. 
The Chef of the Year should be someone who 
has devoted himself or herself to the cause of 
serving the best possible food. They will 
demonstrate technical ability, use of seasonal 
ingredients, presentation of the food and an 
understanding of how flavours work together. 
They will be able to lead and inspire their team 
and to talk to customers knowledgeably about 
the dishes they have enjoyed. Above all, we are 
looking for passion - that magic ingredient 
that defines true greatness in the kitchen. 

CUSTOMER SERVICE OF THE YEAR 

Another category 
that's new this year is 
Customer Service of 
the Year. Most of our 
awards recognise customer service in some 
form. This category celebrates this vital 
element for its own sake. Do you know an 
individual, organisation or establishment 
offering consistently excellent service that 
goes above and beyond what you expect? We 
all know great service when we have received 
it - now is your chance to get it recognised. If 
you know a person, company, producer, pub, 
shop or restaurant that is a delight to deal 
with, tell us. 



faversham.org 
connect 


KENT FOOD & DRINK HERO OF THE YEAR 

Kent has a 
food and drink 
scene that is 
among the most vibrant in the UK, as you 
would expect from the Garden of England. This 
category celebrates the individual who has 
made a positive impact on the food or drink 
community - someone who goes the extra 
mile to promote Kent to a wider audience and 
is passionate about local produce throughout. 
Now is your chance to nominate your own 
Kent Food and Drink Hero. 


KEA 
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NOMINATION FORM 2014 


.^4 


Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday 
Food & Drink 
Awards 2014 
Nomination Form 


Nominate your Kent food and drink 
favourites by using this form, or email us 
at kentfda@archant.co.uk 

Please post your entry form to: 

Food & Drink Awards 2014, 

Archant KOS Media, 

Apple Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, 
Ashford TN25 6SS 

Or you can email us at: 

kentfda@archant.co.uk 

Copies of the form and posters to 
advertise your entry are available at 
www.kent-life.co.uk and at 
www.kentnews.co.uk. 

The closing date for entries is 
Friday, August 1, 2014. 

Name. 

Address. 


Email. 


By entering your details you will be automatically 
added to the Archant database. Archant will 
contact you with relevant offers and you can 
unsubscribe from this at any time. If you would 
prefer not to be contacted, please state ‘no offers’ on 
this form. 



■ Our 2013 Kent Food and Drink Hero, 
Stephanie Hayman, above, who has 
revolutionised school meals in east 
Kent. Who will be your choice of Hero 
for the 2014 top award? 


Kent Food & Drink Hero of the Year 

Butcher of the Year 

Tea Shop of the Year 

Sponsored by Canterbury Auction Galleries 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Bybrook Barn 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Gerald Lukehurst 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 




Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 













Food Producer of the Year 

Drinks Producer of the Year 

Farm Shop of the Year 

Sponsored by Perrys Chartered Accountants 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Anchor & Hope 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Winterdale Cheesemakers 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 




Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 










Farmers' Market of the Year 

Pub of the Year 

Restaurant of the Year 

Sponsored by MyFerryLink 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Eastwell Manor 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Rix & Kay 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 




Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 










Chef of the Year 

Customer Service of the Year 

Kent Food & Drink Hero of the Year 

Sponsored by Britelite 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Fenwick Canterbury 

Who?. 

Sponsored by faversham.org 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 




Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 
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Bank Holiday Funtime 


Advertising Feature 


Family fun a racing certainty with 
Buckmore Park's Turn Up'n'Drive 


T’S Family Day at Buckmore Park 
on Bank Holiday Monday, May 26. 

Karting for all ages will be on 
offer for drivers aged four to 84! 

Family Day is very special and only 
happens a few times each year. 

From 10am-5pm, Buckmore Park 
Karting will open all three circuits to 
offer Turn Up’n’Drive karting for all 
the family. 

There will be something for 
everyone: 

• 4-7 years - 6mph electric 
‘karts’ on the kids’ Mini GP 
Circuit (£15 for 14 minutes) 

• 8-11 years - 20mph petrol 
karts on the 300-metre club 
circuit (£25 for 20 minutes) 

• 12-15 years -40mph petrol 
karts on the 600m National 
Circuit (£30 for 20 minutes) 

• 16-84(!) years- 390cc adult 


petrol karts on the National 
Circuit (£30 for 20 minutes) 

• Plus: Fun passenger rides on 
the Club Circuit for those not 
wishing to drive themselves 
or drivers seeking an extra 
thrill. (£15 for 10 laps: 
minimum age five years). 
There is no need to book - just 
turn up, sign in, kit up (everything 
provided), listen to a safety briefing... 
then it’s time to hit the circuit. 

Please allow time for your visit as 
queues can and do form at busy times. 

Full details on this and other 
half-term activities can be found on 
www.buckmore4kids.co.uk. 

■ Buckmore Park Kart Circuit, 
Maidstone Road, Chatham, ME5 
9QG (telephone 01634 661612, 
email sales@buckmore.co.uk, 
web www.buckmore4kids.co.uk) 




Waggon rolls into action for weekend 


THE Waggon at Hale is an 
independent family-run traditional 
country pub on Capstone Road in 
Chatham. 

Emma and her team offer a 
warm, friendly welcome; whether 
you are looking for somewhere 
to have a good old pint of real ale 
or a glass of wine or are looking to 


dine on the freshly-prepared food 
served all day every day. 

There is also a large beer 
garden where you can relax while 
your children play in safety in the 
play area or enjoy the small animal 
farm, which includes pigs, a goat, 
chickens, rabbits and guinea pigs 
as well as Onions the pub dog. 


The Waggon at Hale is proud to 
be hosting its second Real Ale & 
Cider Festival from Friday to 
Monday, May 23-26. 

With 12 great Kent ales and four 
Kent ciders at only £3 a pint, 
there’s something for everyone... 
and not forgetting the weekend’s 
line-up of great live music. 


€5 OFF CRASH COURSES ! 


i THROUGHOUT MAY HALF TERM i 

\ ____ / 


Ap 


Book now!! Skeet hill Orpington, 

Mecure Maidstone, 

Kings School Rochester 

Contact school to book spaces limited quote splish and splash when booking 


- * v 



Places limited call today 01474 878248 

www.angelasswimschool.co.uk 



Slttingboume’s Steam Railway 






Community Weekend 
Sun 25th & Mon 26th May 

Trains depart Sittingbourne 
Viaduct station hourly 11am-4pm 
Find out more about Kent Air 
Ambulance, the Friends of Milton 
Creek Country Park, 
Avenue Theatre, 1st Milton Regis 
Scouts, Art Transmission and 
Sittingbourne FM 
Date for your diary: 

5/6th July - Steam & Beer 


www.sklr.net info@sklr.net 01795 424899 
www.facebook.com/groups/SandKLR @SandKLR 
Sat. Nav. use: ME10 2XD Reg. Charity No. 1057079 



The Waggon at Hale is proud to be 
hosting our second Real Ale & Cider 
Festival from Friday 23rd May until 
Monday 26th May. With 12 great Kent 
ales & 4 Kent ciders at only £3 a pint 
there will sure to be something for 
everyone. Plus we also have a great 
weekend of live music lined upl 


179 Capstone Road, Chatham, Kent, ME5 7PP 
Phone: 01634 400800 | www.waggonathale.com 


WAGGON 
r£>HALE 


To get a Free Starter or Dessert with your main meal, and other offers, 
download our app by texting WAGGON to 67000 (std network rates apply) 


The Age of Glamour 

Saturday 17th May to Sunday 3rd August 

Stunning caricatures from the Cartoon Museum’s Sherriffs’ 
collection of 1920s and 1930s portraits. 

Including Garbo, Chaplin, Gloria Swanson, Ralph Richardson, 

Grade Fields, Edith Evans, Stanley Holloway, Buster Keaton 
and many others. 



MUSEUM OPENING TIMES: 

Monday to Saturday 10:00 -17:00 
Sunday & Bank Holidays 12:00 -16:00 
@MaidstoneMuseum 
www.museum.maidstone.gov.uk 


image copyright 
Cartoon Museum collection 



Museums 
at INight 
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HE next Bank Holiday, on 
Monday, May 26, is a special 
day at the Captain Digby. 

It is a Superheroes & 
Princesses Day, with children’s 
entertainment throughout, including 
games and dancing. 

There will also be prizes for those 
youngsters in fancy-dress. 

Located on the cliff-top overlooking 
Kingsgate Bay, The Captain Digby 
provides some of the most stunning 
coastal views in Kent. 

This really is the ideal venue for 
the whole family this coming Bank 
Holiday weekend, boasting indoor 
and outdoor children’s play areas, a 
cosy traditional bar and ample 
seating in the large restaurant area. 

If the Bank Holiday sunshine 
brightens proceedings, then enjoy 
your food or drinks on the cliff-top in 
the outside seating area and take in 
the views. 

Literally a stone’s throw from the 
beach, why not make a day of it 
and sit back and enjoy the freshly- 
prepared home-cooked food and vast 
range of beers and wines available? 

The two large play areas will keep 
the kids entertained for hours while 
you sample some light bites - the 
ever-popular traditional fish and 
chips, or, if you are really hungry, 
the Shipmates Double Burger! 

With a separate extensive menu 
for chldren, The Captain Digby really 
does provide something for everyone 
and is a must-visit on the next Bank 
Holiday weekend. 

Booking is advisable on 01843 
867764, or, if you’re in a rush, book 
online at www.captaindigby.co.uk. 


Having a great Bank 
Holiday is child's play 
at the Captain Digby 



CHILL OUT: Stunning views make Captain Digby the perfect destination 


Bank Holiday Funtime 



Things will go swimmingly 
when Angela’s teaching you 


ANGELA’S Swim School encourages 
people of all ages and abilities to 
learn to swim to a high standard. 

Angela’s career as an international 
swimmer is what inspired her 
unique style of teaching. 

Through the years she has taught 
more than 3,000 children and adults 
to swim, enjoying introducing them 
to this health-giving sport. 

Angela’s Swim School is proud to 
be a part of the Amateur Swimming 


Association and is offering a free 
taster session at all its new locations: 
Skeet Hill, Orpington; Mecure 
Maidstone; and King’s School 
Rochester. 

Contact the school to book. 

Spaces are limited and quote ’Splish 
and Splash’ when booking. 

■ At half-term, the school is 
offering £5 off crash courses. Visit 
www.angelasswimschool.co.uk to 
find out more. 


Bank Holiday fun at the Captain Digby 


Located on the cliff top overlooking Kingsgate Bay, is the Captain Digby 
restaurant and pub. Our award winning restaurant is perfect for couples 
and families alike and is one of Thanet’s most popular places to dine all 
year round. 

Choose from our delicious menu 
and our varied choice of wines 

Loads of activities to keep the kids happy including our indoor 
and outdoor play area and face painting on the weekend. 

Additional fun with loads of extras to do during the school 
breaks which will keep the kids occupied. 

Book your table on line now to avoid disappointment. 




The Captain Digby Kingsgate 
Broadstairs, CT10 3QH 

Tel: 01843 867764 
www.captaindigby.co.uk 


T HORLEY tavern s 



f - - -Ti MliMfaJ 

We have a whole host of exciting special events in 
the coming months. Visit our website for further details. 


OPEN MOST WEEKENDS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
AND DAILY FROM MARCH TO OCTOBER. 


For our website and on-line shop, visit www.rhdr.org.uk 
Telephone 01797 362353 Email info@rhdr.org.uk 
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Park v- 
Resorts 

Creating Amazing Memories 



ST MARGARETS BAY HOLIDAY PARK 
Bank holiday caravan exhibition 
Bank holiday fun day 
(BBQ, Sports day puppet show, HI DE HI theme) 
Free 2014 site fees on all new caravans 
CT15 6AG ( post code for park) 

Caravans starting from only £2000 deposit & £225pcm 


QR code goes direct to our St Margarets Bay PR page 
callus on 01304 851 934 
or visit www.park-resorts.com/caravan-sales 




EAGLE HEIGHTS 

WILDLIFE PARK, LULLINGSTONE LANE, 
EYNSFORD KENT DA4 OJB 
01322 866466 
www.eagleheights.co.uk 

OPEN DAILY UNTIL OCTOBER 31st 

From 10:30am to 5pm 

Flying Displays at 12 noon & 3.30pm (may vary) 

Facilities: Tearooms, Gift Shop, Playground & Picnic Areas. 
Wheelchair access. All Weather attraction. 

Also available Hawking Afternoons, 

Bird of Prey and Experience Days 
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Advertising Feature 


Charlie and Lola are 
at The Orchard to 
see what's new 


D ARENTS can entertain their 
children this half-term with 
the fantastic Charlie and Lola 
when they appear on stage at 
The Orchard Theatre in Dartford. 

The duo will be back at the theatre 
on Monday and Tuesday, May 26-27, 
with their Extremely New Play... and 
this time they’re bringing along 
Sizzles the Dog! 

Children will enter a magical 
journey through the seasons as 
Charlie and Lola discover that 
everything is different and not the 
same. 

Playful, funny and full of 
surprises, this extremely new play is 
all about friendship and adventures 
and is a treat for everyone. 

This magical mix of puppets, 
live action and music is based on 
the much-loved books by Lauren 
Child and the ever-popular BBC TV 
series. 

Ahead of their show, Charlie and 
Lola recently visited the theatre and 
enjoyed breakfast with Dartford’s 
new mayor, Avtar Sandhu. 

While here, the youngsters also 
visited the sweet shop as well as 


purchasing some tickets from the 
box office! 

Charlie and Lola’s Extremely New 
Play is recommended for children 
who are aged between three and six 
years old. 

There are no loud bangs, strobe 
lights or scary moments and it lasts 
for about one hour and 15 minutes 
including an interval. 

The show will be here on Monday 
and Tuesday, May 26-27. 

Tickets are priced at £12.50 and 
£13.50, with £1.50 off for under-16s. 
A £1.50 per-ticket booking fee 
applies. 

There is no fee for groups and 
Premiere Card members. 

Pre-show dining is also available 
before the show. 

The Orchard Theatre’s restaurant 
provides a range of delicious, unique 
and memorable dishes, using the 
freshest local produce and prepared 
daily by the head chef. 

Reserve your table when booking 
your show tickets. 

For more information, visit 
orchardtheatre.co.uk or phone the 
box office on 01322 220000. 



TUCK IN! The funny pair join Dartford’s new mayor, Avtar Sandhu, for a tasty bite to eat at breakfast-time 




Royal 

Engineers Museum 

2FOR1 

ENTRY 


On Adult or Concession tickets 

QUOTE: RE MUSEUM MAY 

Valid until 31st May 2014, not in conjunction with any other offers 


www»re-museum»co»uk 
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Bank Holiday Funtime 

Animal park passports offer wild of time 


I REAT the family to a wild 
adventure this coming Bank 
Holiday weekend. 

Come and see the largest 
collection of western lowland gorillas 
in the world and the largest herd of 
African elephants in the UK, plus 
lions, tigers, giant anteaters, 
monkeys and many more, all at 
the multi-award-winning Howletts 
Wild Animal Park just outside 
Canterbury. 

Walk with lemurs and get up close 
and personal by coming face-to-face 
with some of the amazing animals in 
their glass-fronted enclosures. 

Feeling adventurous? Then try 
out the Treetop Challenge* 
or Animal Adventure 
Challenge*. 

Or jump on 
board Kent’s 
only safari at 
Port Lympne 
this next 
Bank Holiday 
weekend. 

Take a ride 
on the wild side 
and embark on a 
great family 
adventure. 

Port Lympne is one 
of the largest wild 
animal parks in the UK 
and home to more 
than 700 rare and 



endangered animals, including 
western lowland gorillas, the largest 
herd of black rhino in the UK, big 
cats, small cats, primates and more. 

Ride the safari truck and encounter 
the UK’s original and authentic 
African Experience - 100 acres 
where more than 200 wild animals, 
including giraffe, black rhino, ostrich 
and zebra can be seen roaming 
freely as if on the plains of Africa. 

The park is also world-renowned 
for its successful breeding 
programmes and commitment to 
conservation. 

Get your ‘passport’ to either 

Howletts or Port Lympne - pay 
once and visit all year for free! 

The passport is amazing 
value at £2 3.95 for adults 
and £19.95 for 
children**. 
Alternatively, the 
Gold Card gives 
you unlimited 
entry to both parks 
for a whole year. The 
Gold Card is cheaper 
than two separate 
passports at £44.95 
for adults and £34.95 
for children.** 

* Additional charges 
apply 

** Terms and conditions 
apply; please see www. 
aspinallfoundation.org 



FEELING ADVENTUROUS? Pay once and visit all year for free at Howletts and Port Lympne wild animal parks 
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READER OFFER 


Holidays 


Call 01895 83 33 33 i, 

for bookings and information ® 


%w 


Holidays offered by GN Holidays, Uxbridge; ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 • info@gnholidays.com • www.gnholidays.com. Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays, 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays. Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 

You cannot book these GN Holidays Private Party Breaks direct with the resorts 


Mamma Mia 
Dirty 

Dancing & 
Movie Songs 
Seaside 
Party 

Pontins Pakefield 
Resort, Suffolk Coast 



We have booked the entire Pontins 
Pakefield resort for another private 
party break - for over 40s only. Come 
with us to the seaside near Lowestoft, 
Suffolk, and find out why our guests 
return again and again to our 
exclusive, themed parties. Enjoy great 
entertainment featuring music from 
Mamma Mia courtesy of a top Abba 
tribute band, and a spectacular Dirty 
Dancing tribute show complete with 
the famous lift. Plus, special guest act 
Ultim8 sing your favourite, iconic 


songs from the movies including 
Grease, Mamma Mia and many more. 

PRICE INCLUDES: 

4 3 free drinks every night - house beers 
& spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks & mixers 

♦ Full entertainment programme 
4 3 nights en-suite chalet with electric, 
bed linen, towels, TV, tea & coffee 
making facilities - upgrade available 
4 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 



3 NIGHTS 
HALF BOARD 
+ FREE DRINKS 

e129. 


Pakefield Party Reviews: 


"We would like to say a big thank you toGN Holidays 
and your team at the 60s Xmas party at Pakefield. We 
all had one of our best weekends for a long time. We 
are all looking forward to your March weekend. 

Once again thank you to GN Holidays, you have a 
great company." MrLineham 


"Please pass on to the GN Holidays management and 
entertainment team that we again had a fabulous 
party break at Pakefield. The atmosphere was 
brilliant, so friendly, relaxing, and very entertaining. 
Thank you again for giving people such a happy 
time." Gaye Fox 



Swinging 60s Christmas Party 

Pontins Pakefield Resort, Suffolk Coast 


Join us for a cool weekend of swinging 
60s sounds at Pontins seaside resort 
near Lowestoft, Suffolk. We've booked 
the whole resort and a great line up of 
original 60s bands and entertainment 
to bring you this fun-packed private 
party break. Everything you need is 
here - good company - great music - 
great food and free drinks. 


PRICE INCLUDES: 

♦ 3 free drinks every night - house beers 
& spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks & mixers 

4 Full entertainment programme 
4 3 nights en-suite chalet with electric, 
bed linen, towels, TV, tea & coffee 
making facilities - upgrade available 
4 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 



3 NIGHTS 
HALF BOARD 
+ FREE DRINKS 

e129 pp 


r 7 


JBL * 

Abba tribute 
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Tribute 

Tribute 


Alvin Stardust 


Over 40s only 


Super 70s Christmas Party ^ 

Pontins Pakefield Resort, Suffolk Coast 


Join us for a fab, festive weekend of 
swinging 70s sounds at Pontins 
seaside resort near Lowestoft, Suffolk. 
Enjoy an entertainment packed break 
with leather-clad 70s rocker Alvin 
Stardust performing live plus Abba, 
Rod Stewart and Frankie Valli tribute 
acts. We've booked the whole resort 
and thrown in (not literally!) 3 free 
drinks per person every night. 


PRICE INCLUDES: 

4 3 free drinks every night - house beers 
& spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks & mixers 

4 Full entertainment programme 
4 3 nights en-suite chalet with electric, 
bed linen, towels, TV, tea & coffee 
making facilities - upgrade available 
4 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 



3 NIGHTS 
HALF BOARD 
+ FREE DRINKS 

e129pp 
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Car Ferry included 

Over 40s only 


Swinging 60s Christmas Party 

Warner Norton Grange, Isle of Wight 


Great Entertainment, Free Drinks, Free 
Car Ferry and a super location make 
Warner's Norton Grange resort, at 
Yarmouth on the Isle of Wight, our 
most popular Christmas Party venue. 
This Christmas we're featuring original 
60s band The Fourmost, super all- 
rounder Little Miss Sixties plus lots of 
festive and nostalgic fun. There's also a 
Free Bar from 6pm to midnight every 
night. 

PRICE INCLUDES: 

4 Free bar from 6pm to midnight every 


evening for house beers & spirits, wine 
by the glass, pumped soft drinks & 
mixers, tea and standard coffee 
4 Entertainment & Activities programme 
4 3 nights en-suite chalet with electric, 
bed linen, towels, TV, tea & coffee making 
facilities - upgrade available 
4 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 
4 Leisure facilities: Indoor pool & sauna 
4 Car ferry crossing worth £45 



3 NIGHTS 
HALF BOARD 
+ FREE DRINKS 

e229» 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 


52 Week ending May 18, 2014 




































For creating your perfect Kent wedding 


Grooming 
Beauty for him 


Photography 
Get the giggles 
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Pure weddings Spring/Summer 2014 



Looking good 




EY fellas, you do realise that 
being called a groom is all 
about your grooming? 

Your bride will be 
spending untold hours and 
effort to look her best - it’s 
only right you do the same. 

While the importance of getting ‘wedding-day 
ready’ is firmly focused on brides, more men than 
ever before are embracing the reality that it’s not 
only the fairer sex who need to take good care of 
their skin. 

Bridget-Clare O’Keeffe is the founder of bridal 
beauty concierge Sapphire Pink and she shares her 
expert tips for ensuring a ‘well-groomed’ groom 
ahead of the big day. 

So, let’s take a look at the run-up. 

Bridget-Clare said that leading up to the big day 
regular facials are a relaxing, pampering treatment 
that will not only leave you with a healthy glow but 
also offer some relaxation away from the stresses 
of wedding planning. 

Facials are especially suited for those who suffer 
from shaving problems such as ingrown hairs. For 
at-home facials, try steaming your face regularly; 
this will help with shaving rash as well as unblock 
any toxins clogging up the nose area. 

You can do this by putting a fresh, clean towel 
soaked in hot water and wrung out over your face 
four or five times. Make sure you dry your face off 
well with a fluffy towel, too; this will help with 
reviving a dull complexion. 

For many grooms the desire to lose weight and 
look trim is top of the wedding to-do list; however, 
it’s important to ensure that this is achieved 
through a combination of eating healthily and 
regular exercise as opposed to crash-dieting. 

Not only will regular exercise get you ‘honey¬ 
moon fit’ but the endorphins released will help 



with stress levels and ensure you can tackle your 
wedding admin with extra vigour. 

Alongside regular exercise, make sure you are 
drinking at least two litres of water a day. Keeping 
your body hydrated with fresh water not only 
takes years off your appearance but will also make 
you feel better. Kick-start your day by downing a 
glass before you even get out of bed. 

There is no better time to treat yourself to 
quality skincare products than in the run-up to 
your wedding. Top investment items are a good 
exfoliator, a nourishing moisturiser and, for those 
looking to reduce the appearance of fine lines, an 
eye cream to banish dark circles is essential. 

And on the big day? 

For a clean-cut look, opt for a hot-towel shave 
on the morning of the wedding. Not only will you 
get the closest shave of your life but it’s a 
thoroughly enjoyable experience. 

Consider using a beauty balm, known as a BB 
cream, especially on the day of your wedding. It is 
not make-up, but it does give the benefit of it. 
Miracle BB creams even out your skin tone and 
opting for one with added witch hazel will tighten 
your pores. 

For those blighted by oily skin, a guaranteed way 
to avoid a shiny forehead in wedding photographs 
is to use a mattifying cream on the morning of the 
big day. 

It’s important to not neglect your locks. Pop a 
drop of hair serum into the palms of your hands 
and run it through your hair before styling. This will 
help with shine and achieves an overall polished 
look in photographs; however, this is best avoided 
if your hair gets greasy easily. 

Lastly, don’t forget to enjoy the moment and 
smile - quite simply, this is the easiest and the very 
best tip to ensuring that you look great on your 
very biggest of days! 




At Broadway the Jewellers we want you to 
find the perfect ring for your special day 

That’s why we’ve introduced 
a selection of beautiful diamond-set 
wedding bands to compliment our 
existing range of plain gold 
& platinum wedding rings. 

Rings can also be made 
to your specific requirements. 

So why not call in and let our 
friendly & experienced staff help 
with the choice of wedding ring 
for you and your partner. 

We look forward to your visit! 



BROADWAY 

THE JEWELLERS 



www.broadwayjewellers.co.uk 
104a Broadway, Bexleyheath, Kent DA6 7DE 
Telephone: 020 8301 6603 Open: Monday-Saturday 9.00am-5.15pm 
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Enjoy your special day and have your wedding ceremony by the sea. Thorley Hotels Group have dedicated 
and experienced people in place to guide you through all of the necessary arrangements ensuring 

your Wedding Day is tailored to your dreams. 

Call your venue of choice for more details 

The Pavilion, Harbour Street, Broadstairs 01843 600999 
www.pavilion-broadstairs.co.uk 

The Pegwell Bay Hotel, Pegwell Road, Ramsgate 01843 599590 
www.pegwellbayhotel.co.uk 

The Oak Hotel, Harbour Parade, Ramsgate 01843 583686 
www.oakhotel.co.uk 


www.thanetweddingvenues.co.uk 
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Keepsakes 



T is a tradition that has evolved 
over the years to the present 
day-the groom removing his 
new bride’s garter and tossing it 
bouquet-style to a group of 
single men in the party. 

Whoever catches it is then supposed to place it 
on the leg of the single lady that caught the bride’s 
spray of flowers. And the singles involved have 
plenty of good luck when they marry next. 

So how the garter looks is important as it’s 
going to be on public display for a while. 

Selecting the right one will take some attention. 
The Wedding Garter Co is now offering an 
exclusive range of luxurious handmade garters. 

The company says it is a great online boutique 
for discerning brides looking for the perfect 
‘hidden’ accessory to complete their bridal look. 

The collection comprises 10 bespoke pieces 
available in a range of intricate designs and 


colour-ways, starting at £48. 

Made from the softest silks and delicate lace, 
the garters are adorned with fine crystals, pearls 
and Swarovski opals. 

From statement pieces to sleek designs and 
created with form-fitting dresses in mind, there is 
a garter suitable for each and every bridal look. 

Drawing upon Britten Wedding’s signature 
detailing and fine craftsmanship, each piece from 
the collection is hand-sewn, every pattern 
hand-drawn and every piece of lace hand- cut, 
creating beautiful bridal heirlooms to be treasured 
for years to come, the company says. 

Every garter is made to order from an ancient 
workshop in Bath and can be delivered around 
the world. 

Each piece is presented in a luxurious dust bag 
and gift box - making the perfect keepsake gift 
that can be protected for years to come. 

For more information, visit weddinggarterco.com. 








THE LOOK IS ALL-IMPORTANT 


Weddings at the Channel Suite 



FOLKESTONE 




call 01303 228606 

email lchfunctions@leasclifhall.co.uk 
www. leas cliffhall. co. uk 


Everything is here to suit your needs, from elegant 
air-conditioned rooms to professional catering staff 
and an experienced weddings team to ensure every 
last detail of your day is perfect. 


Whether you’re planning a large, lavish wedding, 
a smaller intimate day or a reception party to remember, 
we can make it special. 


With stunning views across the Channel, 
the Channel Suite at the Leas Cliff Hall is a 
wonderful wedding venue. 
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HE wedding photographer 
can sometimes end up the 
most hated person at a 
ceremony - getting in the 
way, being bossy and shouty 
and then charging a small 
fortune for a bunch of blurry rubbish laid out in a 
cardboard book. 

But some of the pain can be alleviated if the 
wedding party do their bit and cooperate quickly 
and painlessly, and it will all be over soon. 

We asked one of Kent’s top wedding photogra¬ 
phers to tell us what the pitfalls are so that brides, 
and their families, get exactly what they want - at a 
price with which they are comfortable. 

West Mailing-based Michael Jackson, from 
Jackson and Co Photography, said: “Here’s some 
advice on how to look good, regardless of budget. 

“Looking good on your wedding day is what 
everyone wants. Nobody wants to look back on their 
incredible day and think ‘If only I'd done it this way’. 

“There’s no magic cure, or easy fix, to make you 
look like cover models on your day, but there are 
definitely things that you can do to improve your 
wedding photos regardless of your budget. 

“Firstly and most importantly, just relax. Don’t 
pose and pout, just be yourselves, focus on one 
another, laugh and giggle and be happy and those 
photos will almost make them themselves. 

“Most of us think that the best photos are the 
ones where we don’t even realise they were being 
taken, and that’s why you should almost ignore the 
camera and just focus on being happy and 
together, and giggle your way through it all. 



Sandyacres is a beautiful venue for your special 
party, it is a family friendly environment 
which sits on 14.8 acres of land which is 
plenty for the kids to entertain themselves 
whilst you enjoy yourself also. 

We specialize in catering for a wide range of 
events and functions to meet your every need. 

With a choice of 1 - 5 course meals, selection 
of buffet menus or even a barbeque we cater 
for every dietary need. 

The main hall holds up to 160 people or 110 
people for a sit down function. 


We use local produce and home cooked food 
as much as we can to maintain a high standard 
of quality in our catering so you can rest 
assured that the menu we plan for you will be 
delicious but above all fresh. 

Planning a function can be quite stressful that 
is why we will help you every step of the way 
with advice, ideas and contacts in the local 
area to help in any way we can. 

Please do not hesitate to contact 
Ann-marie on 01233 627373 to arrange 
a viewing and have in informal chat on 
availability and we can start from there. 

www.sandyacres.org.uk 

sandyacress@gmail.com 



TREASURED MEMORIES 
'TUDOR' STYLE 


Exchange Vows in the Glorious Garden of England. Nestled in 
200 acres of beautiful Kent countryside, Tudor Park offers 
mouth watering cuisine, Marriott exceptional service, stylish 
guestrooms and perfect picture opportunities, making your 
wedding day truly memorable. 


For more information Call 01622 632006 


Tudor Park, A Marriott Hotel & Country Club, Ashford Road 
Bearsted, Kent, ME14 4NQ MarriottTudorPark.co.uk 


Tudor Park 
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Photography 




“Put yourself in nice light. If you’re getting ready 
at home, clear an area by a nice large window to 
get ready in. 

“Window light is soft, flattering and gorgeous 
and a photographer’s dream to work in. Clear out 
anything in the room you wouldn’t want in photos 
and make it as clutter-free as possible. 

“Remember that it’s not all about you. This 
might sound mean, but you’re not hiring a 
photographerto photograph you for 12 hours, 
you’re hiring them to photograph your entire 
celebration - whether it’s the two of you looking 
fantastic, your little nephew not paying attention 
as you walk down the aisle, or Granny knocking 
back another G&T. These moments are the ones 
that you’ll look back on for years. 


“Finally, hire the best you can afford. 

“Regardless of whether you’re spending £250 
or £2,500, you should meet your photographerto 
make sure you have a good rapport with each 
other and that you understand both what you’d 
like from your photos, and the type of photos the 
photographer enjoys taking. 

“Make sure you’re on the same page. 

“There’s no point hiring a super-traditional 
photographer if you’re looking for something very 
relaxed and informal just because they’re 
inexpensive. Ultimately, you only get to keep the 
rings and the photos. 

“Make sure you invest wisely.” 

If you would like any further information, visit 
jacksonandcophotography.com. 




THE SPA HOTEL 

ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS ★★★★ 

the 

Perfect Wedding 

venue 

Flexible wedding packages from £40 per person 

Wedding Open Evening 

Thursday 12 June 5.30pm - 7.30pm 


Mount Ephraim, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8XJ 
tel: 01892 520331 | fax: 01892 510575 
events (8)spahotel.co.uk | www.spahotel.co.uk 


- 
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Relationships 



F YOU have wondered 
whether you have picked the 
right partner, have some 
sympathy for six people who 
have agreed to get hitched to 
a stranger just so TV cameras 

can watch. 

For the vast majority of the population who 
believe love has to have something to do with 
getting married, this will jar dramatically. 

For the audience it could be amusing-for the 
people involved, it could be a disaster or an 
outstanding success. 

Channel 4 has taken the idea from a Danish 
show of the same name - so there is some 
evidence out there that this could work. The 
channel says there are now 15.7 million single 
adults in the UK and marriage is at an all-time low. 

It wants to know if marriage and monogamy 
have had their day and even asks if, as a nation, we 
have forgotten how to fall in love. 

Channel 4 has acquired the rights to develop 
Danish format Married At First Sight for a UK 


audience; this ground-breaking social experiment 
will see three couples matched by man and machine 
according to scientific and sociological criteria. 

Chosen from an initial pool of more than 200 
applicants, six single people, each seeking 
long-term love, will enter into a legally-binding 
marriage with a complete stranger - meeting for 
the very first time at their own wedding, where 
they’ll declare 1 do’ in front of family and friends. 

Each of the single participants will be carefully 
matched by a panel of experts in the fields of 
psychology, psychotherapy, social and evolutionary 
anthropology and theology in the hope that their 
combined professional experience can create a 
‘perfect’ match. 

Cameras will then follow the couples for the 
first six weeks of their relationship as they share 
their daily lives with a stranger who could 
potentially become their soulmate. But, practicali¬ 
ties aside, Married At First Sight ultimately seeks 
to answer two questions. 

Can science produce a successful relationship and 
can the act of marriage itself create a psychological 




bond, leading to true and enduring love? 

For more than 20 years, leading psychologists 
have been researching the theory that human 
behaviour - such as acting lovingly towards 
another person - can actually spark the genuine 
emotional response in both parties... love? Is it 


really possible to ‘choose’ to fall in love? 

At the end of the filming period the three 
couples will have to decide if they wish to stay 
together as husband and wife or walk away from a 
marriage that theoretically could provide them with 
the long-lasting happiness they strongly desire. 


01227 813400 

Pre-Nuptial J 
Agreements 


■ Co-habitation 

■ Family financial matters 

■ Post-nuptial agreements 


GARDNERI CROFT llp 

solicitors 


For couples looking to 



01227 813400 

enquiries@gardnercroft.co.uk | www.gardnercroft.co.uk SpCft tO OUT amily tCcHTl about 

2 Castle Street. Canterbury. Kent. CTi 2 QH pre-miptial agreements 
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To advertise in this section please call 01303 817150 - 

Email: sales@kosmedia.co.uk ' 


Bridal Fabric Bridal Wear 


Carriages 


Decoration 


FABRICS 

ior BRIDE 


Wide range of 
fabrics in numerous 
colours suitable 
for bride, 
bridesmaids 
& Mother of 
the Bride 


01322 3804f@ 

www.michaelsbj 


rldalfobrles.eo.uk 



Quex Carriages 


Beautiful Horse Drawn 
Wedding Carriages 
Based at Quex Park, Birchington 

Quex Carriages offers a top 
class, personalised and very 
friendly wedding service. 

A choice ofVictoria, or glass 
fronted Landau Carriage with 
seating for 2-6 people. 

We match bridesmaids colours 
with ribbons, plumes and 
flowers and a bottle of Champagne for your journey to 
the reception to provide the perfect toast! 


Please see www.quexcarriages.com for further 
information or contact Dawn on 07966 490199 



WOW Factor Weddings 




Free Home & Venue Consultation 



182 Nelson Road, Gillingham, ME7 4LU 
Phone: 01634 301770 / 07986 790392 

www.wildballoons.co.uk 

wildballoons@blueyonder.co.uk 


Entertainment 


Fitness 


Photographer 


Toastmaster 



Wedding Magician Lewis Fuller 

Award Winning Magician 


“Make your 
day special 
& unique” 


www. lewisfuller. co.uk 
lewis. fuller@live .co.uk 
07977 442924 / 
01580 291967 


^■7- 

Look Fabulous 
on your 
wedding day 

, WITH^y 

Are you serious about dropping a 
dress size in time for your wedding? 
Text Bootcamp to 67000 for your 
FREE Week trial 



For more information for bespoke Get in shape for your big 
day packages contact 

01233 218403 or 07881 848803 orvisitwww.flifitness.co.uk. 



One special day... 

A lifetime of special 
memories. Let Doug 
Harman Photography 
turn your special day 
into a collection of 
wonderful memories. 
Call us today on 
07812 459590^4 

or email: ^ 
doug@dougharmanphotography. 


Like us on Facebook: 
facebook.com/DougHarmanPhotography 
Follow us on Twitter: @dougharman 
www.dougharmanphotography.com 





01474 703688 / 07704463286 

barrysimstoastmaster@btopenworld.com 
www. toastmaster-barrysims .co.uk 


Toastmaster 

BARRY SIMS 


“Have gavel 
will travel ” 


Venues 



Two beautiful Wedding rooms 

* Wedding Packages from £l&.Two course package L23 
- No charge for CMI Ceireuwnies 

" "Rio Venue bolds 2Q-7flLThe Suite holds 40 200 

* 35 years experience of holding excellent wedding* 


full detail* & price* 
on our website 
wwwjpffen.com 

The Ptofien 
41 New Rpad 
Rochester 





iitcm.r Cap.den 


The Secret Garden can be found hidden away in a romantic 
cobbled courtyard surrounded by mature trees and beautiful 
walled Victorian gardens - the perfect venue for your perfect day. 
For more information, please visit www.secretgardenkent.co.uk 


The Secret Garden 

Hythe Road (A20), Mersham le Hatch 
Nr Ashford, Kent TN25 6NH 01233 501586 
events@secretgardenkent.co.uk 
www.secretgardenkenLco.uk 


Venue 


Wedding Caterer 


(ilelebrati'm 

Coming soon, our new Champagne Lounge Bar 
Whatever your event we can cater for you in our newly refurbished function room, 
Call to enquire about our package prices. , 

01227 751207 
www.theredlion.org 


IRcb JUion 

Circa 1364 

CrcciJtam Lane, HcmhH, Kent , ME13 9JR 
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We are a passionate and creative catering company who offer quality catering at 
competitive prices. Furthermore excellent service and customer satisfaction is our 
number one goal. 

Here at Woodie’s we know the thought and preparation that needs to go into making 
wedding day unique and magical therefore we have fantastic ideas and inspiration to 
help plan the wedding of your dreams. From initial consultation to the big day we offer a 
friendly personalized service helping you every step of the way. 

Along with our great catering we provide a variety of wedding planning services 
and packages which have a selection of different options for you to choose 
from. However if you prefer to discuss your individual ideas we are more 
than happy to do so to create a bespoke package that is unique to you, all of 
these include complementary planning meetings. Furthermore our dedicated 
wedding co-coordinator will be there on your wedding day to make sure 
the day runs smoothly. This makes a great planning process, so that your 
wedding day is perfect. 

For further details, please email: Victoria at: woodiescatering@hotmail.com 
or Telephone: 07534 744716 


Week ending May 18, 2014 61 








































A 


fi 


0 

v 



your say. 


Send us your views. 

Write to: 

KoS, Apple Barn, Hythe Rd, 
Smeeth, Ashford, TN25 6SS. 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 

Please include your name and 
address, although these will 
be withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


cancelled again 

HOORAY, hooray! Just in time for the 
local and European elections, the 
A21 dualling between Tonbridge and 
Pembury has got the amber light. 

This has been greeted with 
euphoria in some quarters, but we 
have been here twice already and the 
scheme has been cancelled. 

The Highways Agency is saying it 
is not guaranteed to go ahead. The 
funding is not available until next 
year, when there is a general election. 

The latest scheme has been based 
on a ‘cheap’ version that destroys 
many acres of ancient woodland. I 
predict that when preparatory work 
is completed, the costs will rise 
significantly and the scheme be in 
jeopardy once more. 

Terry Cload, Pembury 

Politicians just in 
it for own good 

CONGRATULATIONS to John 
Durr ant, Mick Carr and Phil 
Granger, for getting letters published 
in KoS that actually tell it as it is. 

Contrast that to the fawning letter 
from Cllr Bob Backhouse, dropping in 
the names of Conservative candidates 
and wittering on about David 
Cameron’s bogus offer of a referendum 
on EU membership in 2017. 

Bogus, because it’s only ever 
planned to take place if Mr Cameron 
is still the Prime Minister and 
(despite what he said on the Andrew 
Marr Show) if he manages to extract 
some so-called ‘reforms’ from the EU. 

If it ever happens, the whole thing 
will be a sham. It’s a political stunt to 
dupe the public into believing the 
Conservatives can deliver changes in 
the EU. Who believes it? 

It’s no wonder that so many of us 
have no respect for politicians. 

They’ll say whatever suits their 
purpose to get elected, then once in 
they’ll do what they like. 

Any subsequent protests are met 
with ‘no decision was taken until 
after the public had been consulted’, 
when it’s obvious from the number of 
objectors that the consultation 
process was just a cosmetic exercise 
and politicians with an agenda to 
pursue never had any intention of 
actually taking notice of any views 
with which they do not agree. 

Only a few weeks ago, after I had a 
letter published in KoS about people 
being ignored when it came to 
planning decisions and comparing 
that to the remoteness of decision¬ 
making in the EU, another politician, 
this time from Labour, had a letter 
published accusing me of taking ‘a 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 




life- 


Team Lycra lunatics 
a mid-week menace 


CAN any of your readers explain to 
me how, in the middle of a working 
week, every road you drive down 
you encounter six or seven 
Lycra-clad lunatics on racing 
bikes, holding up everyone going 
about their day-to-day work? 

How can all these irritating 
cyclists all get the day off work at 
the same time? And if they’re 
unemployed, why aren’t they 
actively seeking employment as 
part of their jobseekers’ agreement, 
instead of annoying everyone else 
on the road? 

They claim to be environmentally 
friendly, but every car journey 
they delay puts more pollution 
into the atmosphere than it would 
have done had that car not been 
stuck behind a cyclist. 

So next time you miss the bus to 


massive leap of faith’ just for making 
the comparison. Yet another ‘we 
know best’ politician. 

It’s difficult to find any politician 
who doesn’t give the impression 
they’re in it for their own 
aggrandisement - and the EU is the 
most glaring example. 

Christopher Hudson-Gool, 
Maidstone 

We need political 
earthquake 

WE need the earthquake in British 
politics that Ukip may well deliver, 
otherwise nothing will change policy- 
wise or politician behaviour-wise. 

Without a change of earthquake 


the two-piece jigsaw club, 

Einstein, leave the bike at home 
and take the car. It’s more 
environmentally friendly because 
you’re not delaying everyone else 
and winding them up. 

I would also suggest you don’t 
waste your money on a helmet 
camera and buy a copy of the 
Highway Code to read and 
inwardly digest instead. 

It states cyclists should ride in 
single file on the road, not two 
abreast, as a lot of you do - that 
way you won’t wind up the 
motorist so much and you 
wouldn’t need the helmet camera, 
which is an infringement of 
people’s privacy as you don’t have 
their permission to film them. 

Graham Stevens, 
Faversham 


proportions, Britain will slip further 
into third world conditions which 
many are already experiencing. 

Edward La Coste, Lamberhurst 

Undemocratic and 
corrupt... the EU 

HOW tragic that, according to your 
correspondent Dr Bullion [KoS 
04.05.14], Ukraine is desperate to 
join the EU to embrace democratic 
values and to fight corruption. 

Someone should explain to them 
two things - firstly, the EU is totally 
undemocratic, and, secondly, the EU 
is the most corrupt financial regime 
in the western world, wasting 
hundreds of billions of euros 


annually without trace due to fraud, 
theft, graft, expenses fiddles and 
endless sharp practice. 

Any auditor or EU accountant 
protesting against this, or trying to 
expose these rackets, is simply kicked 
out of their job to protect the guilty. 

N Hughes, Folkestone 

Concreting over 
limited land mass 

JUST like many other local 
newspapers, we often read about 
people protesting about proposed 
large housing developments in their 
area - and no wonder when we have 
a population growth of three times 
the EU average. 

We are already the second most 
densely populated country in the EU. 

So as we continue to concrete over 
our limited land mass, people should 
think very carefully about who they 
will be voting for in the forthcoming 
European elections. 

Terry Hudson, Whitstable 

Our salvation is 
not in our hands 

RECENT reports and articles in KoS 
have concentrated on job losses if we 
leave the EU and uncontrolled 
immigration, which has been 
conveniently twisted into nasty 
racism by those with nothing 
sensible to say in support of the EU. 

Other more serious issues have 
been quietly left in the shadows. 

America, Canada and Mexico 
formed a trading bloc, the North 
America Free Trade Area (NAFTA), 
but neither Canada nor Mexico have 
abolished their governments to be 
ruled by Washington. 

They are all independent nations 
trading freely with each other and 
enjoying certain privileges, as we 
should with Europe. 

Anyone watching the EU 
parliament on TV will have heard 
them talking openly about “this 
federal Europe we are creating”. 

In January, EU commissioner 
Viviane Reding said: “In a federal 
Europe there will be only one 
government - the EU in Brussels - so 
get used to it.” 

What Brussels and our politicians 
will not tell you is that we will be 
ruled by 700 foreigners in Brussels, 
most of whom we have never heard 
of. Our ancient democratic Parliament 
will be irrelevant and scrapped. 

All countries should be allowed to 
determine their own salvation, 
unfettered and unhampered by red 
tape imposed by unelected 
foreigners. In the EU we are not. 

Roger Arnold, Herne Bay 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the best 
service to you, we have produced our 10 guiding 
principles which tie in with our parent company 
Archant’s overall mission statement. 

Archant’s mission statement is: “We bring 
together motivated buyers and sellers through the 
creation of unique and compelling content and 
community expertise.” This is summed up in the 
strapline 'Inspiring Communities’. 


The way KoS will create our unique and 
compelling content is to follow these 10 principles: 

Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 

4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division between 


news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to people 
living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are important 
to the well-being of the county and its people. 
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Kent Downs 

by Brian Summers 
from Faversham 


If your picture is printed on 
this page you will receive an 
any-duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of... 


MYFERRYLINK 

Owned and run by the crew 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial @kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, 
Ashford TN25 6SS. Be sure to 
include your name, address and 
a contact telephone number. 
Unfortunately we cannot return 
any prints, and please do not send 
negatives. Note: all digital images 
must be no less than 200dpi. 


life club 


allinclusive! 



Unit 2 Lower, Terrace Eureka 
Leisure park Ashford 
sales.ashford@bannalyne.co.uk 


0844 248 3702 


B 

www.bannatyne.co.uk 



Activity Days 

Monday 26th May - Friday 30th May 2014, 1 Oam - 4pm 



Ticket Prices 

FREE entry to 
Make ‘n’ Paint 

included in the cost of 
Visitor Centre admission 


Adults-£5 
Child (Ages 5-15) 

and OAP-E2.50 




Family-£12.50 

(2 Adults and up 
to 4 children) 


Build and paint your own car or plane - or paint a horse 
- and take your project home on the day! 


Visitor Centre 
open 7 days a week 


Join in the fun with our poster making competition! 


10am - 5pm 


www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 


www.facebook.com/ 

hornbymodelrailways 


inmx CORGI 

Make ‘n’ Paint suitable for children aged 8+. Under 18s must be accompanied by an adult. 



Humbrol 
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In the discovery lane 



Recycling plant plans to 
turn plastics into profit 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


WORK on constructing a major 
£12.5 million recycling facility in Ro¬ 
chester got under way this week. 

The major new site will be capable 
of processing 75,000 tonnes of mixed 
plastics each year - transforming 
them into clean plastic capable of be¬ 
ing used in the production of new 
plastic products and packaging. 

The plant will also be able to sepa¬ 
rate up to 10,000 tonnes of glass. 

Construction will see a number of 
jobs created, with up to 26 posts ex¬ 
pected to be created once the plant is 
fully operational. 

If all goes to plan, the plant will be 
up and running by the early autumn. 

The site is being created for recy¬ 
cling firm Viridor and delivered by 
Stadler UK. 

Kings Hill-based Herman van der 
Meij, director of resource manage¬ 
ment for Viridor, said: “Our industry 
is at the heart of making the green 
economy a reality. 

“Making the most of the resources 
we have within the UK is becoming 



RECYCLE : Work starts on plant 

increasingly important as it creates 
employment opportunities and helps 
the country achieve its ambitions of 
becoming a leader in sustainability. 

“We have had a strong presence in 
the south east of England for quite 
some time, developing resource- 
management infrastructure as well 
as investing in our people to make 
sure we deliver a high quality service 


and added-value to our customers as 
well as value to society and broader 
stakeholders. 

“This latest investment is a signal 
of our real commitment towards 
helping develop a circular economy 
in the UK.” 

Speaking on behalf of Recoup, a 
leading authority on plastics waste 
and resource management, Stuart 
Foster said: “We are delighted to see 
another plastics recycling facility 
come on stream. 

“It is imperative the UK is able to 
recycle more of its plastic resource as 
this will cut the use of virgin feed¬ 
stock, help achieve the increasing 
packaging recycling targets, reduce 
the C02 load and, very importantly, 
significantly reduce the amount of 
plastic which ends up in landfill.” 

Trevor Smart, UK sales manager at 
Stadler UK, said: “The combination of 
our expertise in the design and deliv¬ 
ery of plastics recycling facilities and 
excellent working relationship with 
Viridor will see this multi-million 
pound, state of the art facility open 
for processing later this year.” 

The recycling complex will be 
based on the Medway City Estate. 


Firm picks up 
depot award 

A RAMSGATE courier 
company has been named 
South East Depot of the Year 
for the second year in a row 
after increasing the number 
of parcels it handles for local 
businesses and individuals 
by more than 15 per cent. 

APC East Kent fought off 
stiff competition from 28 
courier companies to claim 
the title at the APC Overnight 
20th anniversary annual 
awards ceremony. 

Boss Anthony Bird said: 
“It’s a ringing endorsement.” 


Brush up your 
people skills 

A LAW firm will be co-host- 
ing a seminar this Tuesday on 
people management. 

‘Optimising Your People 
and Navigating Employment 
Law’ is being held at St Julian’s 
Club, Sevenoaks, and is 
aimed at local business 
owners and directors. 

The event is held in conjunc¬ 
tion with Clear Path Administra¬ 
tion. To register contact 
events@keystonelaw.co.uk with 
your name and details. 



Subway to make a 
meal in the county 
with 30 new stores 

FAST expanding sandwich chain Subway has confirmed it 
is to open 30 new stores across the county over the next 
five years. 

And with 15 branches also opening in Surrey, it aims to 
create a minimum of 450 jobs. 

Spearheading the growth is Subway development agent 
for Kent and Surrey, Hemina Haque. 

He is responsible for growing the franchise in line with 
consumer demand and heading up teams that offer sup¬ 
port to franchisees on aspects such as site selection, leas¬ 
ing, purchasing and marketing. 

He said: “The expansion plans are in response to the in¬ 
creasing consumer demand in the region. 

“With a population of three million in Kent and Surrey, 
we believe these plans are very achievable over the next 
five years and we are actively looking to attract local en¬ 
trepreneurs to become franchisees operating these new 
stores.” 

In addition to finding and opening stores in traditional 
high street locations, retail parks and shopping centres, 
the brand’s development within the non-traditional sector 
is set to increase dramatically over the coming years in 
partnership with leading convenience stores and fore¬ 
court owners such as Euro Garages, Applegreens, Budgens 
and Spar. 

Mr Haque added: “Across the UK there are 20 regional 
offices run by development agents like myself, my develop¬ 
ment team and field staff. 

“We are all on hand to offer advice, support and guid¬ 
ance throughout the initial process of becoming a fran¬ 
chisee and on an ongoing basis. Many of our franchisees 
go on to become multi-unit owners but with our develop¬ 
ment plans we need to be bringing in new franchisees.” 

There are already 66 Subway stores in Kent and Surrey. 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


Peugeot 308 SW 

Price: from £16,845 

Driving appeal: ★★★★ 


Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★★ 

Best rival: 

VW Golf Estate 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 


SO STYLISH: Peugeot’s new 308 SW offers space with stunning design, a class-leading range of frugal engines and much-improved interior quality 

A 'purrfect' use of space 

The Lion marque has a history of making stylish and versatile estates dating 
back to 1958 and the new 308 SW is no exception... it’s very economical, too! 


F RESH from the success of 
being voted European Car 
of the Year 2014, Peugeot’s 
slick new 308 hatchback 
gets a smart new estate 
sister next month. 

The 308 SW will no doubt also add 
to the considerable lift in volumes for 
the new 308 compared with its dated 
predecessor, which has driven 
Peugeot to create a third shift at its 
French plant to cope with demand in 
the UK and Europe. 

The SW (from £16,845) is a sleek 
yet spacious estate that offers all the 
qualities of its hatchback sister in 
terms of design, fuel efficiency and 
higher quality, along with a 
660-litre boot - the largest in this 
Golf/Focus/Astra size segment - and 
a 1,660-litre cargo bay with seats 
folded. 

It continues a long estate tradition 
by the French marque begun by the 
403 version of 1958, with smaller 
300 Series variants starting in 1969 
with the 304. 

There’s been a resurgence of 
interest in estates lately, too, as some 
owners step back from the MPV/ 
people-carrier in favour of a more 
conventional driving and handling 
experience, while others decide that 
a hatchback or saloon simply cannot 
accommodate their more active 
lifestyle. 

Peugeot research shows buyers of 
estates in the 308’s market segment 
are now younger, more dynamic and 
more male than in general. 

They are popular with working 
couples, with or without children, 
who use their vehicle intensively and 
cover the highest mileage in the 


segment; they need versatility 
without having to make sacrifices in 
comfort, driving enjoyment and 
styling. 

Whoever these 308 SW recruits 
will be, though, they will have a 
good choice of engines: three petrol 
and five HDi diesel units, all offering 
class-leading fuel economy and low 
C02 emissions. 

The new 308 range is also the first 
Peugeot to benefit from a clever 
three-cylinder turbocharged petrol 
engine - the PureTech 1.2-litre 
e-THP with a choice of 110 or 
130bhp. 

Also available will be eco diesels 
branded with Peugeot’s BlueHDi 
label, including a 120bhp 1.6-litre 
with emissions of just 85g/km of CO 2 
- well below the lOOg/km mark at 
which road tax is payable. 

Most options come with fuel-and- 
emissions-saving Stop-Start and 
there is a six-speed auto gearbox 
option within the range, too. 

Four spec levels are offered. The 
entry version is Access, which has 
generous standard equipment 
including LED daytime running 
lights, LED rear lamps, colour-coded 


door mirrors and handles, a parcel 
shelf that can be stowed for protection 
beneath the boot floor, air-con, 
electric front windows, remote- 
controlled central locking, cruise- 
control with speed-limiter and DAB 
digital radio sound system plus USB 
and Bluetooth connectivity. 

The higher grades are: Active 
(from £18,295), Allure (from 
£19,745) and Feline (from £22,095), 
with the last getting the brand’s 
impressive Cielo full panoramic glass 
roof - a buyers’ favourite on other 
Peugeots. 

Based on our findings with the 
308 hatchback, would-be buyers 
need to check that they can get 
comfortable behind the wheel - it 
took some fine-tuning for me to 
ensure the steering wheel does not 
obscure some part of the 
instrumentation. 

The touchscreen is a bit fussy, even 
if it will probably become second 
nature to most people. 

On the road, the car feels light and 
nimble; not surprising, when the 
308 benefits from a new and much 
lighter modular platform, tipped to 
underpin many other new Peugeots. 


Other view.. 

the Petrolhead 

A classy-looking car for 
an estate but economy 
seems to be the focus 
for the engine line-up... 
not much in the fun 
department 


She says 

Trust a French brand 
to create a chic estate -1 
can see me on a 
cross-Channel shopping 
trip in one of these 


the Eco-warrior 

Unlike my colleague 
above, I'm impressed by 
the engine line-up for 

this elegant yet 
practical and 
economical 
workhorse 


drive24.co.uk 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 




3 BIG REASONS TO BUY A 

SKODA YETI 


New SKODA Yeti S 1.2 TSI105PS 


Solutions representative Personal Contract Plan finance example (including servicing) 
Yeti Outdoor S 1.2 TSI 105PS based on 3 years, 6,000 miles per annum# 


Duration 

36 months 

35 monthly payments of 

£165.00 

Deposit 

E4,955.15 

Retail cash price 

£16,605.00 

Acceptance fee' 

E1Z5.00 

Optional final payment 

£6,999.30 


Option to purchase fee" 

£60.00 

Total amount payable 

£17,789.45 

Total amount of credit 

£11,649.85 

Representative APR 

4.9% APR 

Flat rate 

3.6% 

Excess mileage# 

4.4p p/mile 


□ Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Vauxhall Industrial Estate, 
Westminster Road CT11YY 

0843 658 2604 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, Dartford, 
Kent DAZ 6HH 

0843 658 2618 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Medway 

Z6 Hoath Lane, Wigmore 
Gillingham, KentME8 OSW 

0843 658 9764 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


t4.9% APR representative Solutions offer available on selected new SKODA models with deposits from 0-30% subject to underwriting. *Deposit shown may be higher than the 
minimum; a lower deposit will result in increased monthly payments. ~Payable with first payment, ~ ~Payable with optional final payment. **Servicing price based on a monthly Direct 
Debit for 3 years/30,000 miles. All pricing is a 'starting from' price and is therefore subject to change and is mileage/model dependent. Based on the manufacturer's recommended 
service schedule. Additional work, including wear and tear, is not included. Indemnities may be required, subject to status. Over 18s in mainland UK only. Excludes Channel Islands. 
SKODA Finance, Freepost SKODA Finance. Terms and Conditions apply. Prices and specifications are accurate at time of print. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time and are 
not available in conjunction with any other offer. Retail sales only. Participating retailers only. Subject to availability on orders placed before 30th June 2014. We can introduce you to a 
limited number of lenders to assist with your purchase, who may pay us for introducing you to them, Model shown is SKODA Yeti Outdoor 2.0 TDI Elegance with optional Muscovado 
metallic paint (£525) and part-silver roof rails (£160). Model shown may vary from UK specification. 

Official fuel consumption for the Yeti range in mpg (litres/lOOkm): Urban 28.8 (9.8) to 54.3 (5.2); Extra Urban 42.8 (6.6) to 67.3 (4.2); Combined 36.2 
(7.8) to 61.4 (4.6). COz range emissions 184 to 119g/km. Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 
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NEW LOOK: Skoda's popular and versatile Yeti has a new face and, for going off-road, an ‘Outdoor’ guise with a more efficient and lighter 4x4 system 


Making a fresh set 
of tracks with Yeti 


Skoda’s far from 
abominable SUV 
gets an impressive 
makeover to 
maintain its 
ability to tackle 
both town 
and country 
says Steve Loader 


Skoda Yeti 
Outdoor 
2.0TDi 170 4x4 
DFG Elegance 


Price: 

£25,625 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★ 

Road tax: 

£175/yr 

Best rival: Nissan Qashqai 


Kent dealers 

Motorline 

Canterbury 

0843 6582607 

Dartford 

0843 6582620 

Medway (Gillingham) 

01634 377444 

Adamsons 


Deal 

01304 381300 

Caffyns 

Ashford 

01233 273038 

Tunbridge Wells 08443 193702 


T RACKING the Skoda Yeti’s 
identity has been as hard 
as finding its namesake, 
the Abominable 
Snowman. 

Since launch in 2009, the Czech 
marque’s jack-of-all trades has been 
a crossover, eco-friendly holdall, 
thanks to its frugal Greenline 
version. Family wagon, sportsman’s 
rucksack, bullish 4x4, executive 
SUV, you name it... 

Skoda has now sought to clarify 
the situation by launching a heavily 
revamped ‘New Yeti’ (from £16,600) 
available in two distinct guises: Yeti 
and Yeti Outdoor. 

No prizes for guessing that the 
latter offers more than ‘funky 
chunky’ 4x4-style add-ons and a 
slightly higher ride height. Even 
without a set of lower gear ratios, the 
Yeti had proven before that it was 
well able to rough it off-road when 
fitted with 4x4. The Outdoor (from 
£19,580) offers an upgraded 4x4 
system that is lighter and more 
efficient than before, benefiting 
economy and emissions. 

The bumpers also have steeper 
approach and departure angles for 
cross-country ‘yomping’. 

But Skoda also saw that many 
Yeti-buyers wanted more urban 
crossover - family hatch and MPV 
functionality blended with SUV style 
- so the standard front-wheel-drive- 
only Yeti cuts a more civilised dash 
against the rufty-tufty Outdoor 
version. 

Nevertheless, both variants carry 
over the same practical boxy body 
featuring trademark curvy front side 
windows, plus noticeable cosmetic 
changes: Skoda’s new corporate 
‘clipped moustache’ grille replaces 
the rather frumpy and curvaceous 
chrome-topped job, while the rear 



number plate recess carries the 
corporate triangle ‘facets’ introduced 
on other recent Skodas like the Rapid 
and latest Octavia. 

Our test car was a Yeti Outdoor in 
penultimate Elegance trim with the 
top engine option - a powerful 170PS 
(168bhp and 44.8mpg combined 
cycle) 2.0-litre turbodiesel available 
only to 4x4 versions. 

With the VW’s group’s smooth and 
efficient twin-clutch auto/manual 
DFG gearbox (£1,100 extra), this 
weighs in at £25,625. 

Stubborn badge snobs may well 
puff their cheeks and exhale loudly, 
and more so when they hear that the 
Laurin & Klement-range flagship 
tops out at £27,050, but the Yeti 
carries it off rather well. 


Judge the car on its merits and the 
Yeti, in whatever trim, looks 
typically good value for money, 
though VW’s Czech arm shouts less 
about price lately and simply lets the 
products do the talking. 

Looking beyond Elegance-level 
trappings such as full leather seats 
with heated front ones, rain sensor 
wipers and ‘cornering’ front fog 
lights, the Yeti’s high quality, durable 
build and finish shines through. 

The interior was always one of the 
most space-efficient and versatile, so 
generous head and legroom is 
carried over, along with three 
individual rear seats that can be 
adjusted for rake, slid forward or 
back, folded in various permutations, 
or even removed to expand the 
510-litre boot into a massive 
1,760-litre cargo area. 

A high-lift, top-hinged tailgate 
also creates a useful rain shelter 
when ‘grandstanding’ and 
picnicking at events. 

The dashboard is typically well 
arranged, with a durable feel, and if 
all this isn’t enough to silence those 
diehard Skoda-knockers, there is the 
Yeti’s snappy on-road behaviour to 
admire, too: responsive steering, 
well -mannered handling and 
cornering - even in our relatively 
high Outdoor version - decent ride 
quality and refinement. 

Ours was also fitted with the 
optional £1,100 panoramic electric 
sunroof that really lights up the 
cabin - a worthwhile luxury. 

But if it’s cheaper running costs 
you want, then ultra-eco Greenline 
II variants start at £18,095, offering 
a 105PS (103bhp) 1.6 TDI diesel that 
emits just 119g/km of C02, so that 
will cost nothing in road tax for year 
one and just £30 a year thereafter, 
while offering 61.4mpg combined. 


Motoring news 



Luxurious Octavia 

SKODA has added a luxurious 
Laurin & Klement flagship to its 
all-new Octavia hatchback and 
estate line-up (from £26,570). 

Two engines are offered: a 
turbocharged 178bhp 1.8-litre petrol 
or 148bhp 2.0-litre diesel, with 
six-speed manual transmission or 
the VW Group’s DSG automatic box. 
A 4x4 diesel manual transmission is 
also available for the estate. 

Upmarket L&K trimmings include 
chrome window-surrounds, brown 
Alcantara and leather upholstery and 
electrically-adjusted driver’s seat. 



Qashqai crowned 

INFLUENTIAL Diesel Car magazine 
has made the all-new second- 
generation Nissan Qashqai the Best 
Crossover and overall Car of the 
Year at its annual awards. 

DC editor/publisher Ian Robertson 
said on top of creating the sector with 
the Qashqai, “Nissan also romps 
away in the sales charts with the UK’s 
number one best-selling crossover”. 

He also praised a “no-compromise 
class-leading approach to its design” 
and being UK-produced. 



Bullitt re-creation 

STEVE McQueen’s epic car chase 
from Bullitt (1968) is still reckoned 
one of the best in movie history. 

A modern-day recreation has now 
been posted on YouTube to 
publicise this year’s Silverstone 
Classic (July 25-27) and celebrate 50 
years of the Ford Mustang (pictured 
above right), the car that Hollywood 
legend McQueen drove in Bullitt as 
he pursued the bad guys’ Dodge 
Charger (left) - another 'muscle car’ 
of the era. 
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THE VAUXHALL 


BIG EVENT 



FROM 16-19 MAY 2014 








LIFETIME 

WARRANTY 100,000 MILE 


UPTO 

UPTO 


5 YEARS 

n%APR 

B M REPRESENTATIVE 

FLEXIBLE FINANCE 

£2000 

VAUXHALL DEPOSIT 
CONTRIBUTION** 

NO DEPOSIT 

REQUIRED BYYOU 

£500 

FREE FUEL 

DURING THE EVENT* 



Corsa 1.2i 16v VVT LE 
Forjust £209.00 per month 

over 60 months with £209.00 Customer deposit" 



Astra 1.4i 16v Energy 
Forjust £219.00 per month 

over 60 months with £219.00 Customer deposit" 



Astra GTC 1.4i 16v VVT Turbo (120PS) 
Forjust £249.00 per month 

over 60 months with £249.00 Customer deposit" 



Mokka 1.6i 16v VVT (115PS) Exclusiv 
Forjust £269.00 per month 

over 60 months with £269.00 Customer deposit" 


Caffyns Ashford 


01233 878321 

www.caffynsvauxhall.co.uk 


Monument Way 
Orbital Park 
Ashford 
TN24 0HB 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): 
Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 85.6 (3.3). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 88g/km* 

Finance available on selected models only. Subject to status. Terms and Conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Finance supplied by Vauxhall Finance, PO Box 6666, Cardiff, CF157YT. 24-60 month term. **Vauxhall Deposit Contributions vary and exclude Mokka, 
Cascada and other selected models. We can introduce you to a finance provider, commission may be received. tFuel offer not available on Zafira (Classic) models, other otherterms, conditions and exclusions apply. £500 free fuel will be via pre-paid debit card. Referto 
www.vauxhall.co.uk/offers or contact your local Vauxhall retailer for details. Participating Retailers only. Offers will apply to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24. All other customers are excluded. A Customer deposit shown after deduction of 
retailer contribution. JFirstyear insurance offer available on new Corsa models (excluding Expression, S, Sting, Design and VXR). The offer will cover the full premium for drivers aged between 21-75 (motor policy only). Drivers must have held a valid full UK licence for a 
minimum of 1 year. Only available through Vauxhall Insurance. Policies are underwritten by Ageas Insurance Ltd. Other insurance specific Terms and Conditions apply. Offer applies to private individuals and Vauxhall Partners. All other customers are excluded. Vauxhall 
Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper, 100,000 mile limit. Terms and Conditions apply. Offers available on new vehicle orders from 16-19 May 2014, which are registered by 30 June 2014. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for 
comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. 
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The 5 door city car that gets you noticed. 
From £139 per month’*’ and £139 deposit. 


chryxiftTwiih OFFICIAL FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES FOR THE CHRYSLER YPSILON RANGE IN MPG (L/100KM): EXTRA URBAN 
„ 65.7 (4.3) - 88.3 (3.2), URBAN 44.1 (6.4) - 60.1 (4.7), COMBINED 55.4 (5.1) - 74.3 (3.8). C02 EMISSIONS IN G/KM 118 - 97. 

V M f O FUEL CONSUMPTION AND C0 2 FIGURES ARE OBTAINED FOR COMPARATIVE PURPOSES IN ACCORDANCE WITH EC DIRECTIVES/REGULATIONS AND MAY NOT BE REPRESENTATIVE OF REAL-LIFE DRIVING CONDITIONS. FACTORS SUCH AS DRIVING STYLE, WEATHER AND ROAD 

^ CONDITIONS MAY ALSO HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON FUEL CONSUMPTION. 'MODEL SHOWN: YPSILON 1.2 S IN CLAY RED. PROMOTION AVAILABLE ON NEW YPSILON MODELS REGISTERED BEFORE 30TH JUNE 2014. WITH CHRYSLER HORIZON YOU HAVE THE OPTION TO RETURN 

THE VEHICLE AND NOT PAY THE FINAL PAYMENT, SUBJECT TO THE VEHICLE NOT HAVING EXCEEDED AN AGREED ANNUAL MILEAGE (A CHARGE OF 6P PER MILE FOR EXCEEDING 6,000 MILES PER ANNUM IN THIS EXAMPLE) AND BEING IN GOOD CONDITION. FINANCE SUBJECT TO STATUS. 
GUARANTEES MAY BE REQUIRED. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY AT PARTICIPATING DEALERS ONLY WE WORK WITH A NUMBER OF CREDITORS INCLUDING CHRYSLER FINANCIAL SERVICES. CHRYSLER FINANCIAL SERVICES, PO BOX 4465, SLOUGH, SL1 0RW FIAT - CHRYSLER AND CNH 
INDUSTRIAL ARE OFFICIAL GLOBAL PARTNERS OF THE EXPO MILANO 2015. TO FIND OUT MORE PLEASE VISIT CHRYSLER.CO.UK. PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS CORRECT AT THE TIME OF GOING TO PRESS (04/14). CHRYSLER IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF FIAT CHRYSLER AUTOMOBILES. 


THE AVERAGE WOMAN SPENDS 
£168 A MONTH ON LOOKING GOOD* 


YOU CAN TURN HEADS IN A 
CHRYSLER YPSILON FOR JUST £139 + 


REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE. CHRYSLER YPSILON 1.2 S 
ON THE ROAD PRICE £10,750 CUSTOMER DEPOSIT 

DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION (INCL. VAT) £2,000 MONTHLY PAYMENT 


*Based on QVC research featured on http://dailym.sl/ljf9Dnq 

£139 AMOUNT OF CREDIT £8,611 TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE BY CUSTOMER £9,750 RATE OF INTEREST (FIXED) 3.11% 

£139 OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT (INCL. £295 FEE) £3,078 DURATION OF CONTRACT (MONTHS) 48 REPRESENTATIVE APR 4.3% 



For the best choice of local cars 


drive24.co.uk 


Powered by 

mOTORS 

Search Smart. Buy Right .CO.Ilk 
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^Kexit on Sunday 


jobs24.co.ui< 

/ IN-PAPER » ONLINE » ON MOBILE 



TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 0845 671 4460 EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


Be part of our successful team 



Roman. 


Field Sales Account Manager 

Plus bonus potential 


Media Sales 
Office based Executive 

Plus bonus potential 


Here at Archant Kent we are looking for a Home based 
Field Sales Account Manager and an Office based Media Sales 
Executive in Ashford to support and increase business in our 
publications and online as we continue to grow. 

We want ambitious people to join our successful sales teams and 
are looking for IT-literate individuals who are task focused with a 
good eye for detail, and a strong proven sales background. 

You must be able tocommunicate well 
both verbally and in writing. 


If you think you have the talent we require, and you are ambitious, 
target driven and want to be part of our growth plans then we want 

to near from you immediately. 


To find out more: 

www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 


or email: employment@archant.co.uk 
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Number on roll: 

Music Teacher 

(Part Time - 2 days a week) 

Required for September 2014 start 

Do you want to join an innovative Creative Arts Department with 

740 

high aspirations for students? 

Type of School: 

We are seeking to appoint an outstanding classroom practitioner 
who will work with a committed and inspiring Creative Arts 
Department in raising achievement further. 

11-16 Mixed 

Thamesview is a school where everyone is expected to do their 

High School 

best and rapidly rising examination results reflect this. 

Salary: 

We benefit from a new school building that provides innovative 
learning environments and state of the art ICT equipment. 

Our ideal candidate will: 

Thamesview 
Qualified Teacher 

• Be able to teach up to GCSE level 

Scale 

• Be enthusiastic and be able to demonstrate innovative and 

Closing date: 

creative teaching practices and literacy strategies 

• Have high aspirations for all students 

• Have a proven track record of achievement; and 

6th June 2014, 

• Be a consistently good or outstanding teacher. 

9.00 am 

We are committed to providing high quality learning experiences 

Interviews: 

for our children and to supporting our staff through excellent 

CPD opportunities and bespoke leadership pathways. 

If you are interested in joining us in our journey towards 

w/c 

becoming an outstanding school please contact our 

16th June 2014 

HR Manager on 01474 566552 ext 1120; 


email m.thomson@thamesview.kent.sch.uk for further 
information or to arrange a visit. 

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of students. 
Appointment to this post will require an Enhanced Disclosure 
via the Criminal Records Bureau. 

Thamesview School operates a non-smoking policy 
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HGV, TRAILER TOWING AND 
DD BUS DRIVERS REQUIRED 


Wanted for company based in Sevenoaks, 
Kent, for work through May to October. 
Delivery/collection of exhibition units, set up, 
clean and prep on site, liaise with clients, etc. 
throughout the UK. 

Some unsociable hours during peak show 
season and some overnight stays but good 
rates of pay based on licences 

Send details to 

celia@mastersexhibitions.co.uk 
or call 01732 740370 


To advertise in this section 

H 01303 817056 
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J IN-PAFER • ONLINE * ON MOBTLE 




Field Sales Executive 

Covering the Bexley area 



To find out more : 
www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 

or email : 

employment@archant.co.uk 




Reporter 


■ Times 

Bromley 


4 ? 

J ' 

Abbey Court School 

“We grow people” 

Abbey Court School provides a stimulating, challenging 
and safe learning environment where pupils and staff 
efforts, work and achievement are celebrated. 

We are currently looking for a... 

Teacher for pupils with severe and 
profound learning difficulties to 
commence September 2014 

MPS/UPS + SEN + TLR 2C £2,561 
(TLR with previous experience) 

Abbey Court School is currently located in pleasant 
surroundings on 2 sites; Rainham (Nursery & Primary) and 
Strood (Secondary & Further Education), and caters for pupils 
aged 3-19 with Severe Learning Difficulties. The school has 
educational resources of enviable proportions and has been 
judged ‘outstanding’ in the last 2 Ofsted inspections. This 
post would suit newly qualified teachers, or those wishing to 
gain further experience of SEN. Comprehensive induction 
and training will be provided. Telephone enquiries and 
informal visits to the school welcomed 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at 
Abbey Court School, continuity and consistency of support 
is paramount and therefore candidates for all positions will 
need to commit to the full working hours of the post. 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of children and young people and expects all 
staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Any offer of 
appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory Criminal 
Records Bureau Disclosure. 

Closing Date: 6th June 2014 
Interviews: 20th June 2014 

For further details and a job description, please contact 
Mrs Linda Taylor, Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, 
Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP (01634 338236), stating the position 
for which you are applying. 
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PLANNING 


Folkestone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y14/0581/SH - 104 Sandgate Road Folkestone Kent CT20 

2BS - Installation of an ATM, following removal of existing ATM. 
Y14/0544/SH - 9A & 9B Defiant Close Hawkinge Folkestone 
Kent CT18 7SU - Variation of condition 11 of Y10/0739/SH 
(mixed used development comprising the erection of 4, three 
storey blocks providing 8 ground floor commercial units (Classes 
A1, A2, A3, B1 uses) and 48, two bedroom apartments above, 
together with associated access, parking, landscaping and open 
space.) to include use of ground floor commercial unit in Block 2 
as a doctors’ surgery (Class D1 use). 

Y14/0537/SH - Flat A 203 Sandgate Road Folkestone Kent CT20 
2HT - Erection of a replacement shed. 

Y14/0264/SH - Pinehurst Radnor Cliff Crescent Folkestone 
Kent CT20 2JH - Rolling consent on a three yearly basis for a 
maximum period of 9 years to cut back re growth of a number 
of Sycamore trees to previous points and the removal of self-set 
Sycamore saplings, all subject of Tree Preservation Order No. 4 
of 2009. 

Y14/0585/SH# - Netherstone Madeira Road Littlestone New 
Romney Kent - Felling of two Poplar trees situated within a 
conservation area. 

Y14/0578/SH# - Coach Depot King Street Brenzett Kent - 
Erection of a block of 4 two storey dwellings, with some rooms 
in roof, and a block of 5 two storey dwellings, with some rooms 
in roof, and 2 semi-detached dwellings together with associated 
parking, sewerage treatment plant and accessway, following 
demolition of buildings. 

Y14/0249/SH - 59 Earls Avenue Folkestone Kent CT20 2HA 

- Felling of an Ash and a Sycamore tree situated within a 
conservation area. 

Y14/0433/SHt - Eaton Lands South Castle Road Hythe Kent 

- Reduction of 6 lateral limbs of an Ash Tree situated within a 
conservation area. 

Y13/1259/SH# - The Star Inn 16 Station Road Lydd Romney 
Marsh Kent - Change of use and conversion to two semi 
detached dwellings, together with external alterations. 
Y14/0577/SH1- - Garage House Ashford Road Newingreen Hythe 
Kent - Variation of condition 10 of planning permission Y12/0434/ 
SH to allow the building to be used for Class B1 (business) 
purposes and not restricted to use for office purposes in 
conjunction with the operation of the site as a builders premises. 
Y14/0302/SH# - Dyke End Cottage Madeira Road Littlestone 
New Romney Kent - Works to trees situated within a conservation 
area comprising felling of seven Leylandi followed by the planting 
of replacement trees and 30% reduction in height and re-shape 
a row of Leylandi trees. 

Any representations should be made in writing to the Head of 
Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to planning® 
shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in writing within 
21 days from the date of publication. It should be noted that 
any representations received will be made available for public 
inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 
Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
Applications can be viewed and comments made online at http:// 
searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 



Swale 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


Town and Country planning (General Development 
Procedure) Order 1995 - Article 8-Notice of an 
application for planning permission accompanied 
by an Environmental Statement 


Application 
Reference : 

SW/14/G257 

Case No: 08884 + 02262 

Proposal : 

A) Outline component: Residential 
development for 375 dwellings with all 
matters reserved other than the means 
of access and realignment of the Oare 
Road and Ham Road junction on land 
at Oare Mineral Works (North of Oare 
Road and west and south of Ham Road) 
Faversham, Kent. 

B) Detailed component: Change of 
use from storage and vacant uses of 
the former Gunpowder Works Listed 
buildings to provide 873 square 
metres of offices, workshop-studios, 
storage, and 714 square meters of 
community uses (with retention of 
the 2 existing dwellings) including 
minor internal alterations to form 
toilet and washroom facilities and 
the formation of associated parking 
areas, earth bund engineering works, 
country park, landscaping, demolition 
of plant & buildings, illustrative details 
of landscaped parking area; on land 

at Oare Mineral Works (north of Oare 
Road and west and south of Ham 

Road), Faversham, Kent. (Please note 
additional information - Transport 
Assessment Addendum) 

Location: 

Land at Oare Gravel Works, Ham Road, 
Faversham, Kent, ME 13 7TS 


THE ABOVE DEVELOPMENT MAY AFFECT THE 
CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE OF A CONSERVATION 
AREA 

THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT MAY AFFECT THE 
SETTING OF A LISTED BUILDING 
THIS APPLICATION IS FOR A MAJOR DEVELOPMENT 
THIS APPLICATION MAY AFFECT A PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY 
THIS APPLICATION DOES NOT ACCORD WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
THIS APPLICATION MAY BE OF A WIDER PUBLIC INTEREST 
THIS APPLICATION IS ACCOMPANIED BY AN 
ENVIRONMENT STATEMENT 
I give notice that an application accompanied by an 
Environmental Statement has been submitted to Swale Borough 
Council for the above development. Members of the public may 
inspect copies of the application, the plans, and other documents 
submitted with it at the Planning Services Reception, Swale 
Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, Sittingboume, Kent, 
during normal office hours of Sheerness District Officer, Trinity 
Road, Sheerness. 

Members of the public can obtain a hard copy of the 
Environmental Statement for £200.00 (Plus £100.00 for 
appendices and drawings) or £25.00 for a CD. 

Contact: SLR Consulting Limited, 83 Victoria Street, 

London, SW1H OHW 
Tel: 0203 6915810 

This application can also be viewed via our partnership with the 
UK Planning website (www.ukplanning.com/swale), but this may 
take up to 7 days to be completed. When using this website please 
use application reference SW/14/0257. You may submit any 
observations on the application via the website. 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about this 
application should write to the Planning Services Manager, 
Planning Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East 
Street, Sittingboume, Kent, ME10 3HT by 02 June 2014. 

Please note by law, any letters received have to be made available 
for inspection by the applicant or any other interested person. 
James Freeman, 

Head of Development Services 


To advertise in this section 

01303 817056 
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KOSMEDIA 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


COUNCILLORS’ ALLOWANCES 

Members’ Allowances Scheme 2014/15 

In accordance with The Local Authorities (Members’ Allowances) (England) Regulations 2003 No. 
1021 Part 3 (16) the Council is required after making or amending a scheme to make arrangements 
for its publication. Full Council on 20 February 2013 considered the recommendations of the Joint 
Independent Remuneration Panel and agreed an alternative lowest cost scheme from 2013/14 
thereby complying with its duty under regulation 19. Full details are available on the Council’s 
website www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk under part 6 of the constitution. 

The basic and special responsibility allowances payable under the Members’ Allowance Scheme for 
the financial year 1 April 2014 to 31 March 2015 were agreed by Full Council on 26 February 2014 to 
remain frozen as follows; 



Allowance (£) 

Basic Allowance for all Councillors 

5,500 

Minority Group Leaders 

275 per member (incl. leader) 

Special Responsibility Allowances 


Leader 

19,250 

Cabinet Member 

11,000 

Chairman of Scrutiny Committee 

1,375 

Chairman of Licensing 

1,375 

Chairman of General Purposes 

1,375 

Chairman of Joint Transportation Board 

1,375 

Chairman of Audit & Governance Committee 

1,375 

Chairman of Planning Committee 

5,500 

Vice Chairman of Planning Committee 

1,320 

Other Allowances 


Co-opted Members and Independent Members of Audit & Governance 
Committee 

800 


The number of Special Responsibility Allowances and the overall cost of the scheme has been reduced. 

Only one Special Responsibility Allowance may be claimed in addition to the Basic Allowance, except for Minority 
Group Leaders. 

In accordance with Part 3 (13) of the Regulations any member may elect to forgo all or part of his/her entitlement to 
allowances by notifying the Interim Finance Director. 

In addition, the following travel and subsistence allowances are also payable under the Members’ Allowances 
Scheme:- 

Childcare and Dependent Carers’ Allowance 

An allowance for any approved duty of £6.19 per hour per child and £16.00 per hour respectively. 

Travel Allowance Rates: 

The motor vehicle mileage rates will be paid in accordance with the approved mileage rates published by HM 
Revenues and Customs. The current rates are as follows: 



First 10,000 business miles in a 
tax Year 

Each business mile over 10,000 in 
a tax year 

Cars and vans 

45 p 

25p 

Motor cycles 

24p 

24p 

Bicycles 

20p 

20p 


Re-imbursement will be limited to comparable costs of using public transport where the Head of Finance and 

Governance determines that public transport was a practical alternative. 

Travel by Bus, Rail and Taxi will be the actual standard fare paid. 

Subsistence Allowances: 

Rates are those published by the South East Employers for 2010/11 and frozen. Re-imbursement is 

upon submission of a receipt up to a maximum of:- 

Breakfast £6.88 

Lunch £9.50 

Dinner £11.76 

Accommodation: reasonable actual cost 


Paper copies of any of the above documents can also be provided by contacting Democratic 
Services, on 01892 554219. These documents can also be viewed during office hours at the 
Gateway customer centre in Grosvenor Road, Royal Tunbridge Wells. 

Lee M. Colyer CPFA 

Interim Finance Director (si 51 Officer) Tunbridge 

Town Hall Wells Burouj-h 

Royal Tunbridge Wells w Council 
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Swale 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 

Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has received 
the following applications which are being advertised to ascertain 
the views of persons living near the sites and other interested 
parties. The proposed developments relate to one or more of the 
following: 

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a designated 
Conservation Area (Section 73) of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed Building or 
it’s setting. 

3. The application is for a Major Development. 

4. The application would affect a right of way to which Part 
III of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 
applies. 

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 02 JUNE 2014 
SW/14/0128: 

Listed Building Consent for retrospective removal of 
internal plasterboard wall - Walnut Tree House, The Street, 
DODDINGTON; REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/14/0483 & SW/14/0484: 

Further temporary suspension of the terms of condition 7 of 
planning permission SW/02/0584 to allow use as a self contained 
dwelling let on short - hold tennacies of up to 12 months for 
a period of 5 years - Provender, Provender Lane, NORTON; 

REASONS 2 & 4 
SW/14/0502: 

Erection of poultry shed and grainstore, with associated access 
tracks, hardstandings, turning areas, land profiling and feed silos 
- Woodland Farm, High Oak Hill, NEWINGTON; REASONS 
1 &3 

SW/14/0504: 

External insulation and rendering of property - 1 Ospringe Road, 

FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 

SW/14/0513: 

Use of additional floorspace within existing buildings for the sale 
of non-plant specific/related products - Gardening World , London 
Road, NEWINGTON; REASON 3 
SW/14/0518: 

Single storey timber outbuilding - Coldstream Cottage, Eastling 

Road, OSPRINGE; REASONS 1 & 2 

SW/14/0524: 

Single storey extension to rear of existing school building to 
accommodate reception class - Milstead & Frinstead C of E 
Primary School, School Lane, MILSTEAD; REASON 2 
SW/14/0540: 

Change of use from residential to a mixed use for residential and 
business use consisting of weddings, lunches, dinners, society 
events and general fundraisers - Provender, Provender Lane, 
NORTON; REASONS 2 & 4 
SW/14/0542: 

Two storey rear extension to provide kitchen/living at ground 
floor, bedrooms/bathroom and en-suite at first floor, pavement 
crossover from Bysinng Wood Road to provide off road parking - 
58 Bysing Wood Road, FAVERSHAM; REASON 4 
SW/14/0551: 

Outline application for the erection of 13 two storey dwellings, 
new access road and associated car parking - Barrow Green Farm, 
Lower Road, TEYNHAM; REASON 3 
SW/14/0553: 

Install replacement windows to front of property - 24 London 
Road, FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 

Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from Planning 
Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingboume, where copies of the applications and all documents 
submitted with them may be inspected during office hours; any 
representations should be made in writing to this address. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning 


Folkestone 



THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(THE DISTRICT OF SHEPWAY, VARIOUS ROADS) 
(RESTRICTIONS AND PROHIBITIONS OF WAITING, 
LOADING AND UNLOADING) 

CONSOLIDATION ORDER 2010 (AMENDMENT NO 15) 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL proposes 
the above Order under Sections 1, 2 and 124 of and Part IV of 
Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other 
enabling powers, and after consultation with the chief officer of 
police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the Act: 

The Order proposes the following restrictions - 
No waiting at any time on the following roads: 

ROADS IN FOLKESTONE: Keyes Place, Both sides, from its 
junction with Hill Road, north east for a distance of 12 metres; 
Hill Road, North east side, from a point 13.3 metres north west 
of its junction with Keyes Place to a point 15.5 metres south east 
of that junction; Station Road, Both sides, from its junction with 
Beachborough Road, north west for a distance of 15 metres; 
The Stade, Both sides, from a point in line with the party wall 
of numbers 10 and 11, east for its entire length; The Warren, 
Both sides, from its junction with Wear Bay Road, for its entire 
length; Unnamed rear of Copthall Gardens, Both sides, for its 
entire length; ROADS IN DYMCHURCH: Burmarsh Road, Both 
sides, from its junction with Dymchurch Road (A259), north for a 
distance of 127 metres; Dymchurch Road, North west side, from a 
point 26 metres east of its junction with Burmarsh Road to a point 
21 metres south east of the junction; Tritton Gardens, Both sides, 
from its junction with Burmarsh Road, south west for a distance of 
21 metres; ROADS IN NEW ROMNEY: Church Approach, Both 
sides, for its entire length; Church Road, Both sides, from its 
junction with Station Road to its junction with Church Approach; 
South east side, from its junction with Church Lane, south west 
for a distance of 16 metres; North west side, from its junction with 
Church Approach, south west for a distance of 46 metres; North 
west side, from a point 76 metres south east of its junction with 
Church Approach, to its junction with Victoria Street; Both sides, 
from its junction with Church Road, south east for a distance of 
13.5 metres; Langport Road, Both sides, from its junction with 
Station Road, north east for a distance of 26 metres; Littlestone 
Road, North east side, from a point 47.5 metres south west of 
its southern junction with Warren Road to its junction with Station 
Road; South west side, from a point 24 metres south east of its 
junction with Station Approach, to its junction with Station Road; 
Mountfield Road, Both sides, from its junction with Station Road, 
south west for a distance of 46 metres; Station Road, North east 
side, from its junction with Littlestone Road, to a point 46 metres 
north west of its junction with Langport Road; South west side, 
from its junction with Littlestone Road, to a point 41 metres north 
west of its junction with Mountfield Road; Warren Road (north 
west junction), Both sides, from its junction with Littlestone Road, 
north east for a distance of 59 metres; Warren Road (south east 
junction), Both sides, from its junction with Littlestone Road, north 
for a distance of 46 metres 

No stopping at any time on the following roads: 

ROADS IN FOLKESTONE: Park Farm Road, West side, from 
a point 39 metres north of its junction with Radnor Park Road, 
north for a distance of 26 metres; ROADS IN NEW ROMNEY: 
Church Road, North west side, from a point 46 metres south 
west of its junction with Church Approach, south west for a 
distance of 27 metres 

Revocation of no waiting at any time from the following roads: 

ROADS IN FOLKESTONE: Holywell Avenue, Both sides, from 
a point 340 metres west of its junction with Canterbury Road 
(A260), west for a distance of 30 metres including the western 
and southern area of the turning head 

A copy of the proposed Order, a copy of any Orders which may 
be amended by it, and a statement of the council’s reasons for 
proposing it can be inspected during normal office hours at the 
Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone, CT20 2QY, during 
normal office hours. 

If you have any views about the proposed Order you should make 
them in writing to (Amendment 15), Parking Services, Shepway 
District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone, 
CT20 2GY. Or email TRO.Consultation@shepway.gov.uk stating 
“Amendment 15” in the subject title. 

We must receive any representations before 5pm on Monday 
9th June 2014 for them to be considered. For legal reasons we 
cannot accept representations over the phone or in person. 

If you have any questions concerning the proposed Order or 
require further information please contact Shepway District Council 
(Transportation Department), Council Offices, Castle Hill Avenue, 
Folkestone, CT20 2GY (01303 853240 during normal office hours). 
This notice is published by Shepway District Council on behalf 
of Kent Highway Services, County Hall, Maidstone, ME14 1XX. 
Kent Highway Services is part of Kent County Council. _ 


— 

To place your notice here, 
call the Kent Public Notice team on 
V- 
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PLANNING 


Town and Country Planning Acts 

The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 

14/01453/HOUSE 1 Cherryfields, Benenden, Benenden 

- Construction of timber framed clay tile roofed garage(CA) 

14/01381/HOUSE The Granary, Hale Farm, Capel 

- Two storey side extension and new porch (LB) 

14/01384/LBC The Granary, Hale Farm, Capel 

- Listed Building Consent: Two storey side extension and new porch (LB) 

14/01013/LBC Tower Cottage, Bedgebury Road, Goudhurst 

- Listed Building Consent - Window in garden wall facing road, roof light in higher position, flue 
and reposition door to garden (amendment to Listed Building Consent TW/12/02785/ LBC) (LB) 

14/01092/LBC Whites, Bedgebury Road, Goudhurst 

- Replace existing windows to south elevation and all dormer windows (LB) 

14/01305/FULL Bethany School, Jarvis Lane, Goudhurst 

- Single storey swimming pool enclosure with associated external works (PROW) 

14/01364/FULL Oast Cottage , Risebridge Farm, Goudhurst 

- Conversion of the upper floors of Risebridge Oasthouse from 4 self-contained residential 
dwellings to a single dwelling (LB) 

14/01370/LBC Oast Cottage Risebridge Farm, Goudhurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Conversion of the upper floors of Risebridge Oasthouse from 4 self- 
contained residential dwellings to a single dwelling (LB) 

14/01340/HOUSE Potters Farm, Potters Lane, Hawkhurst 

- Extension to single storey outbuilding and construction of new glazed link (LB) 

14/01346/LBC Potters Farm, Potters Lane, Hawkhurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Extension to single storey outbuilding and construction of new glazed 
link (LB) 

14/01159/FULL The Place, 17-19 Chapel Place, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Alterations to ground floor frontages, replacement of windows on no. 19, reinstatement of light 
well, erection of railings (LB) (CA) 

14/01257/FULL 39 - 41 The Pantiles Royal Tunbridge Wells, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Change of use from office space to A3 (cafe)/A4 (pub). Reinstating of previous opening in an 
internal wall (approximately 30x30cm) (LB) (CA) 

14/01259/LBC 39 - 41 The Pantiles Royal Tunbridge Wells, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Listed Building Consent: Change of use from office space to A3 (cafe)/A4 (pub). Reinstating of 
previous opening in an internal wall (approximately 30x30cm) (LB) 

14/01277/HOUSE 17 Shandon Close,Royal Tunbridge Wells, Park 

- Single-storey rear extension, first floor side extension, internal alterations and driveway 
extension (CA) 

14/01415/LBC First And Second Floors, 94 Mount Pleasant Road, Park 

- Listed Building Consent: Change of use from tuition school (D1) to 2 no. residential apartments 
(C3) and associated internal alterations (LB) 

14/01416/FULL First And Second Floors, 94 Mount Pleasant Road, Park 

- Change of use from tuition school (D1) to 2 no. residential apartments (C3) and associated 
internal alterations (CA) (LB) 

14/01428/FULL 37 Hastings Road Pembury, Pembury 

- Creation of hard standing to front of existing bed and breakfast (CA) 

14/01339/HOUSE Corner Cottage, Holden Road, Southborough Town Council 

- Single storey and two storey side extensions. Changes to fenestration (CA) 

14/01398/HOUSE 6 Sheffield Road, Southborough, Southborough Town Council 

- Loft conversion (including rear dormer), single storey rear and side extensions (CA) 

14/01377/HOUSE Somerden Langton Road, Speldhurst 

- Erection of garden shed (CA) 

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of way (CA) 
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) Major Applications 
(MAST) Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA Statement. 

You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire 
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. We accept 
comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing to the 
address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, although 
we may accept them after this date. 

You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for inspection, 
placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish signatures, 
telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet. 

James Freeman 

Head of Planning Services, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells TNI IRS 

Dated: 17 May 2014 


Tunbridge , 

Wells Borough 
.Council 


DOVER 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
LISTED BUILDING CONSENTS 
CONSERVATION AREA CONSENTS 


DOV/14/00355 Installation of replacement double glazed windows 

80 New Street, Sandwich, CT13 9BD CON 

DOV/14/00419 Installation of a solar farm, ancillary equipment, 2.4m high fencing 
and provision of hedgerow and tree planting 

Land at Chapmans Hill, Aylesham, Canterbury, CT15 4LS RMLB 
DOV/14/00459 Erection of a first floor front extension and conservatory extension 
The Nook, Easole Heights, Nonington, CT15 4EY RCAF 

DOV/14/00264 Installation of replacement windows and weatherboarding 
Various Flats, Canadian Estate, Melbourne Avenue, 

Dover, CT16 MAJ 

Reason for Advert Codes:- 

CON - Within Conservation Area MAJ - Major Development 

RCAF - Affecting a Conservation Area and a public right of way 

RMLB proposal is a major development, affects the setting of a listed building and 

affects a public right of way 

Some applications are not publicised in this list. All applications may be 
inspected at the Council Offices, White Cliffs Business Park, Dover, to which 
address any representations (to include a postal address) should be sent within 21 
days marked “for the attention of Planning”. Applications may also be viewed, and 
comments on applications may be made on our website www.dover.gov.uk/planning 
or at Dover Gateway, 71 Castle Street, Dover, Deal Library or the Area Office, The 
Guildhall, Sandwich 

Failure to meet the above deadline may jeopardise the chances of 
representations being considered. Any representations received may be 
made available for inspection by the public, and may be copied to others, 
including the secretary of state and the applicant if there is an appeal against 
the council’s decision. Representations will not be acknowledged until an 
application has been determined. 

Please note that the Council does not accept any responsibility for any incomplete 
or inaccurate description of any application. 
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THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 


(THE DISTRICT OF SHEPWAY, VARIOUS ROADS) 

(PROVISION OF ON-STREET DISABLED PERSON’S 
PARKING PLACES) 

CONSOLIDATION ORDER 2012 (AMENDMENT NO. 6) 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL proposes 
the above Order under Sections 1, 2, 32 and 124 of and Part IV 
of Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of 
all other enabling powers, and after consultation with the chief 
officer of police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the 
Act: 

The Order proposes to install disabled persons parking places in 
the following streets: - 

22 Heritage Road, Folkestone; 21 St Winifred Road, Folkestone; 
14 Quain Court, Sandgate Road, Folkestone; 32 Bolton Road, 
Folkestone; 59 Greenfield Road, Folkestone; 45 Burrow Road, 
Folkestone; 6 St Marks Close, Folkestone; 8 New Road, 
Saltwood. 

This Order also proposes to revoke disable persons’ parking 
places from the following streets: - 

5 Elmstead Place, Folkestone; 29 Brabner Close, Folkestone; 15 
Langdon Road, Folkestone; 11 Grimston Gardens, Folkestone; 6 
Dunkirk Close, Dymchurch; 10 Dunkirk Close, Dymchurch 
A copy of the proposed Order, a copy of any Orders which may 
be amended by it, and a statement of the council’s reasons for 
proposing it can be inspected during normal office hours at the 
Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone, CT20 2CY, during 
normal office hours. 

If you have any views about the proposed Order you should 
make them in writing to (DPPB Consultation), Parking Services, 
Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, 
Folkestone, CT20 2CY. Or email DPPB.Consultation@shepway. 
gov.uk stating “Amendment 6” in the subject title. 

We must receive any representations before 5pm on Monday 
9th June 2014 for them to be considered. For legal reasons we 
cannot accept representations over the phone or in person. 

If you have any questions concerning the proposed Order or 
require further information please contact Shepway District 
Council (Transportation Department), Council Offices, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, CT20 2GY (01303 853240 during normal 
office hours). 

This notice is published by Shepway District Council on behalf 
of Kent Highway Services, County Hall, Maidstone, ME14 1XX. 
Kent Highway Services is part of Kent County Council. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(VARIOUS ROADS, MAIDSTONE) 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) ORDER 2013 
(PROHIBITION OF LOADING) ORDER 2013 
(PROHIBITION OF WAITING) ORDER 2013 
(STREET PARKING PLACES) ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

NOTICE is hereby given that Kent County Council, in exercise of its powers under Section 9 of 
the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as amended, having considered all representations made in 
connection with the above named Orders, has decided that the provisions contained within the Orders 
should be made permanent. The temporarily suspended restrictions in Mill Street and the High Street 
from its junction with Mill Street south westwards, to its junction of Fairmeadow (A229), Maidstone 
which have been replaced with new waiting, loading and access restrictions have therefore been 
revoked. This work is connected with environmental highway improvements in the High Street which 
has been the subject of earlier consultations 

Following on from the consultation which began in April 2013 on the proposals for experimental 
restrictions in the High Street, Maidstone, area, the Kent County Council has decided the experiment 
for the south western section of the scheme including Mill Street and the High Street from Mill Street 
south westwards, to its junction of Fairmeadow (A229) has been successful and has therefore been 
made permanent. 

The proposals for the Maidstone High Street Public Realm Project aim to improve how the High Street 
looks, feels and works. The completed scheme will see less road space given over to vehicles and a 
new public space created in front of the Town Hall. 

Exemptions are provided in the Orders to enable a vehicle to wait with Police permission, for enabling 
work to be carried out in or adjacent to the roads affected by the proposals, for use by the emergency 
services and by any local authority or water authority and for access to off street facilities, car parking 
areas and vehicular accesses. 

Copies of the Orders which shall come into operation Monday 19th May 2014 showing the extent 
of the scheme can be inspected during normal working hours at The Kent County Council Offices, 
Sessions House, County Road, Maidstone Kent, ME14 1XQ and at Maidstone Borough Council Offices, 
Maidstone House, King Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6HQ, or are available to view on the Kent 
County Council website 

Anyone may, by application to the High Court within 6 weeks of the date of publication of this Notice, 
challenge the validity of the Orders or of any provision contained in them on the grounds that it is 
not within the powers conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, or of any instrument made 
there under, or that there has been a failure to comply with any statutory requirement in relation to 
the Order. 

John Burr 

Director for Kent Highways 
County Hall 
Maidstone 
Kent, ME14 1XQ 
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Sport 

How the team from Crabble 





be made. Life next season in The 
Skrill Premier will be very different to 
how it has been in recent seasons. 

Not only will the standard of oppo¬ 
sition be markedly improved, with 
several teams operating in a full¬ 
time, professional capacity, but there 
are such matters as ground stand¬ 
ards and the whole administration 
surrounding football at a higher level 
to be addressed. 

“It’s a whole different ball game,” 
said Parmenter. “There are teams 
like Bristol Rovers and Grimsby 
Town, teams that, with due respect to 
the teams in Conference South, are at 
a completely different level. 

“As for the ground, we’ve had an A 
grading for two years, so there’s very 
little that needs doing. 

“We’ve got a new full-time 
groundsman, our secretary Frank 
Clarke does things on a voluntary 
basis and is absolutely brilliant and 
our security operations - things like 
CCTV, safety officers and stewards - 
are all up to the standard required. 

“Some people said we were over the 
top with the level we were at, but we 
had it all in place just for this type of 
occurrence.” 

Parmenter and Kinnear are “in 
conversation” about the playing staff 
for next season, with the chairman 
under no illusions about the size of 
the task ahead. 

“Clearly some strengthening of the 
squad is needed. As I said, it’s a differ¬ 
ent ball game,” said the chairman 

One game at a time, as they say. In¬ 
deed one season at a time, but you 
can’t avoid the truth that the next 
step is the Football League. Is it a step 
that Dover Athletic might one day be 
looking to take? 

“One of the things about where we 
are is that expectation levels have to 
drop,” said Parmenter. “We’re at the 
non-league pinnacle now and it will 
be a slow process of rebuilding - the 
first priority is to stay in the division, 
which is a very different place to what 
it was even five or six years ago. 

“But, yes, we want to progress and 
if we one day find ourselves in a posi¬ 
tion to do that, then we will look to 
do so.” 


Dover Athletic produced an incredible 
late-season surge to propel themselves 
into non-league football’s top division. 
David Mairs looks back... and ahead. 


T HE players’ celebrations at 
the end of Saturday’s Skrill 
South play-off final in the 
torrential rain of Stone- 
bridge Road had many 
among the massed ranks of Dover 
Athletic fans yelling for everyone to 
just get on with the trophy presenta¬ 
tion, but the cavorting, leaping and 
cheering on the pitch were evidence 
of just what the 1-0 win over Kent 
rivals Ebbsfleet United meant to the 
club from the Channel coast. 

After a 12-year absence from the 
top flight of non-league football, Dover 
knew that next season they would be 
playing in The Skrill Premier (the 
Conference, in old money). 

Nathan Elder’s 56th-minute head¬ 
er from a Ricky Modeste corner set¬ 
tled a match that in driving wind and 
rain never hit the heights of quality 
but was all about the result. 

With Dartford’s relegation from 
The Skrill Premier just weeks ago and 
Ebbsfleet’s falling at that final hurdle 
on their own patch, Dover are now 
Kent’s premier non-league side. 

Perhaps the most striking aspect of 
Dover’s triumph this season was the 
manner in which it was achieved. 
With the ‘regular’ season drawing to 
its close, their chances of making the 
play-offs seemed slender. Their oppor¬ 
tunity, many thought, had gone. 

However, Barry Cogan held his 
nerve in the dying minutes of Dover’s 
last league game of the season, at 
Hayes & Yeading, to fire home a 
match-winning penalty. The 2-1 vic¬ 
tory, allied with Havant & Waterloov- 
ille’s failure to win at already-relegated 
Tonbridge Angels, saw Dover take 
fifth spot by the skin of their teeth... or 
on goal difference, to put it another way. 

The next hurdle came in the form of 
Sutton United, the team who had fin¬ 
ished second in the table - 12 points 
ahead of Dover and most people’s fa¬ 
vourites to win through to the next level. 

What followed was extraordinary. 
The first leg of the semi-final 
got off to the worst possible 
start as Dover fell behind 
in the 30th second, 
seemingly confirming 
the worst fears of the 
majority of the 1,273 
Crabble crowd. 

A Moses Ademola 
leveller just before half¬ 
time, however, re¬ 
stored the faith and 
Dover headed into the 
second leg in south 
London suburbia with 
hope if still the tag of 
underdogs. 

How manager Chris 
Kinnear’s men turned that 
idea on its head! To call 
their 3-0 win at Gander 
Green Lane triumph over 


adversity would be to under-sell quite 
what the team achieved. 

With captain Craig Stone dismissed 
in the third minute, Dover had it all to 
do... and some. Sutton, it seemed, had 
one foot in the final. 

At the end of the match, however, 
they were shell-shocked. Two Mod¬ 
este goals and an Ademola strike had, 
quite simply, demolished them. The 
large Dover contingent in a crowd of 
1,671 celebrated wildly. Awaiting 
them in the final would be Ebbsfleet, 
whose 4-0 first-leg win over Bromley 
at Stonebridge Road had rendered 
their 1-0 reverse in the return fixture 
effectively irrelevant. 

And so we came to that Saturday 
afternoon and a clash billed by some 
as a grudge match courtesy of Steve 
Brown’s departure in May last year 
from Dover, where he had been first- 
team coach, and subsequent move to 
Ebbsfleet, where he took on the man¬ 
ager’s role and promptly signed six 
players from Dover. 

All good stuff for certain sections of 
the media, but Dover chairman Jim 
Parmenter played down any talk of 
animosity. 

“I don’t think you can have grudg¬ 
es in football,” he said. “It’s all water 
under the bridge and, as I often say, 
there’s no future in the past. There 
was a difficult situation at the time 
and we had to deal with that. There 
might have been some element of 
grudge with the fans and even with 
some of the players, but there wasn’t 
with the club as a 


whole. Yes, it can add spice, but in my 
eyes you have to look forward.” 

The matter in hand was, of course, 
reaching The Skrill Premier and 
those at Dover could have been for¬ 
given for being a little caught out by 
the magnitude of the occasion given 
the llth-hour swing in fortunes that 
had brought them there. That was 
not the case, though, said Parmenter. 
“I think there was a degree of peo¬ 
ple who took the view that our sea¬ 
son was over five or six weeks 
ago, but we didn’t see it that 
way. We don’t expect the 
worst and we don’t expect 
the best - we just keep plug¬ 
ging away.” 

The eventual ascent to 
non-league’s top tier was 
perhaps viewed by some as 
inevitable after the glorious 
romp out of the Isthmian 
League with successive pro¬ 
motions in 2007-08 and 
2008-09. Might this promo¬ 
tion have been expected sooner? 

“You have to take the circum¬ 
stances around each event,” said 
Parmenter. “We had the two pro¬ 
motions with Andy Hessenthaler 
as manager and finished second 
in our first year in Conference 
South, but it was widely known 
that Andy was heading back to 


Gillingham and we lost some mo¬ 
mentum. 

“We then had to start with a new 
manager and rebuild - sometimes it 
works, sometimes it doesn’t.” 

Perhaps what was inevitable was 
that it was Kinnear, returning to the 
club after a previous 10-year stint as 
manager from 1985-95, who would 
lead them back to that non-league 
summit. 

“I’ve worked with Chris at Margate 
as well as Dover, so we’ve known each 
other a long time,” said Parmenter. 
“We know how each other works and 
perhaps I’m used to his ways of doing 
things whereas others aren’t.” 

No one, it should be stressed, was 
taking anything for granted, but it 
was hard to escape the feeling that 
circumstance, fate, the stars, call it 
what you will, was creating an un¬ 
stoppable force from Crabble. 

A third play-off final in three sea¬ 
sons... surely this was Dover’s year. 

“You have to recognise that we had 
the best away record in non-league 
football, from The Skrill Premier all 
the way down to the Kent League. 

“We were confident after the draw 
at home to Sutton that we had a good 
chance of making it through to the 
final, although going down to 10 men 
wasn’t part of the plan.” 

Ahh, plans. Now they will have to 
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WHAT A DAY! Clockwise from top left... the players celebrate their triumph; heads I win; Dover fans wave goodbye 
to their departing Ebbsfleet counterparts; it was a wet day; chairman Jim Parmenter; Athletic’s Tom Wynter in action 
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Kent trio picked for England 
hockey World Cup squad 

THREE Kent hockey players will be representing 
England at the World Cup, which starts in The 
Netherlands at the end of this month. 

Holcombe have two players named in head 
coach Bobby Crutchley’s 18-man squad - Barry 
Middleton, who will be captain, and Dan Fox. 

Joining them will be Ashley Jackson, who lives 
in Kent and plays for East Grinstead. 

England are in Pool A with Australia, Bel¬ 
gium, India, Malaysia and Spain. The top two 
qualify for the semi-finals. 

Crutchley said: “There isn’t an easy game at a 
World Cup and we’re facing some quality oppo¬ 
sition. However, I’ve seen this team consistently 
improve over the last 12 months and I think we 
can be contenders for a top-two finish.” 

England’s first match is against Spain on Sat¬ 
urday, May 31, at 4.30pm (UK time). SKIP: Barry Middleton 




FIVE-FOR: Kent’s Darren Stevens 

Kent miss 
out as rain 
ruins match 

KENT had to concede to a draw at 
Derby on Wednesday in an 
LV= County Championship Division 
Two match ruined by the weather. 

With more than two days lost to 
rain, an enterprising approach was 
required if a positive result was to be 
achieved and Kent captain Rob Key 
provided it by declaring at 235-6. 

His bowlers, however, failed to 
prise apart Derbyshire openers 
Stephen Moore and Paul Borrington 
and the home side finished on 106-0. 

Kent had earlier dismissed the 
home side for just 118 in their first 
innings, Darren Stevens and Doug 
Bollinger taking five wickets apiece. 

Kent take nine points from the 
match and Derbyshire seven. 


Gills release 10 
from contracts 

GILLINGHAM have released the 
following players from their 
contracts: Sam Baxter, George 
Howard, Gary Borrowdale, Joe 
Carter, Craig Fagan, Steven Gregory, 
Charlie Lee, Myles Weston, Adam 
Birchall and Nathan Nyafli (retired). 

Stephen Butcher and Sam 
Muggleton have also left the club. 

Steve McKimm is 
new Angels boss 

TONBRIDGE Angels have appointed 
Steve McKimm as their first-team 
manager. 

McKimm was previously head 
coach at Conference South side 
Sutton United and has worked with 
Margate, Gravesend & Northfleet, 
Kingstonian, Farnborough, Hayes 
and Dulwich Hamlet. 

Tredwell could be 
facing Sri Lanka 

KENT’S James Tredwell has been 
selected for the England squads to 
play Sri Lanka in their t20 and ODI 
series, starting this month. 

The off-spinner is in the 13-man 
t20 party and 14-man ODI squad 
and the first match for which he will 
be in contention is the t20 fixture at 
the Kia Oval on Tuesday (May 20). 


The Aussies are coming to Canterbury 


KENT will host Australia at Canter¬ 
bury next summer. 

The England Cricket Board has an¬ 
nounced the schedule for the touring 
team and they will be heading for 


Canterbury for their opening fixture. 

The four-day match will be played 
at The Spitfire Ground, St Lawrence, 
Canterbury, from Thursday to Sun¬ 
day, June 25-28. 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

Twitter @KentSport ^ Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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SKODA approved used cars at Caffyns SKODA 



Peace of mind from SKODA 

So you know your used SKODA is in good shape, our fully qualified SKODA 
technicians give it a comprehensive workshop check before delivery. You 
don't have to worry about anything — just choose the right car for you. 

SKODA Citigo 


13/631.0 MPI 60 Sport 5dr Deep Black under 3,000 miles 

£9,650 

13/621.0 MPI 60 Elegance GreenTech 3dr Candy White under 8,000 miles 

£8,695 

13/631.0 MPI 60 S 5dr Candy White under 3,000 miles 

£7,395 

SKODA Fabia 

13/131.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr DSG Candy White under 9,000 miles 

£13,495 

13/631.6 TDI 90 SE Estate 5dr Brilliant Silver under 3,000 miles 

£12,995 

14/141.2 TSI 105 Elegance 5dr Estate DSG Auto Denim Blue Delivery Mileage 

£10,995 

11/611.2 TS1105 Elegance DSG 5dr Hatchback Brilliant Silver under 25,000 miles 

£10,495 

12/621.2 TSI 105 Elegance 5dr Estate DSG Black Magic Pearl under 32,000 miles 

£9,995 

11/601.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr, DSG Race Blue under 40,000 miles 

£9,750 

11/111.2 TSI 105 Elegance 5dr Estate Corrida Red under 22,000 miles 

£9,695 

11/601.2 TSI 105 Elegance 5dr DSG Auto Black Magic Pearl under 17,000 miles 

£9,495 

11/611.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr Estate DSG Spirit Yellow under 14,000 miles 

£9,495 

14/141.212V 69 Special Edition 5dr Candy White Delivery Mileage 

£8,995 

14/141,212V 69 Special Edition 5dr Brilliant Silver Delivery Mileage 

£8,995 

14/141,212V 69 Special Edition 5dr Denim Blue Delivery Mileage 

£8,995 

11/111.6 TDI SE 5dr Estate Cappuccino Beige under 27,000 miles 

£8,995 

10/601.212v 69 Elegance 5dr Rosso Brunello under 5,000 miles 

£7,995 

12/611.2 TSI 86 SE 5dr Corrida Red under 27,000 miles 

£7,995 

10/101.212v 69 SE 5dr Hatchback Rosso Brunello Metallic under 23,000 miles 

£6,995 

10/101.4 TDI 80 Level 3 5dr Hatchback Rosso Brunello 

£6,995 

09/091.416V 85 Level 2 5dr Brilliant Silver under 35,000 miles 

£5,995 

SKODA Rapid 

13/63 Spaceback 1.2 TS1105 SE 5dr Candy White under 3,000 miles 

£14,995 

13/631.6 TDI 105 SE 5dr Red Rosso Brunello under 3,000 miles 

£14,650 

13/63 Spaceback 1.2 TSI 105 SE 5dr Candy White under 1,000 miles 

£13,995 

SKODA Yeti 

10/60 2.0 TDI CR Elegance 4x4 5dr Aqua Blue under 44,000 miles 

£16,695 

12/121.2 TS1105 SE Plus 5dr Steel Grey under 12,000 miles 

£15,495 

11/61 2.0 TDI 110 SE Plus 5dr Corrida Red under 31,000 miles 

£15,495 

10/60 2.0 TDI 110 S 5dr Black Magic under 12,000 miles 

£12,995 

12/611.2 TS1105 S 5dr Steel Grey under 18,000 miles 

£12,695 

SKODA Roomster 

13/131.6 TDI 90 SE 5dr Brilliant Silver under 3,000 miles 

£11,495 

12/611.2 TS1105 SE 5dr DSG Cappuccino Beige under 16,000 miles 

£9,695 


SKODA Octavia 


10/60 2.0 TDI 170 vRS 5dr Hatchback Candy White under 35,000 miles 

£12,895 

11/111.6 TDI 105 Elegance 5dr Pacific Blue under 13,000 miles 

£12,495 

11/111.6 TDI 105 Elegance 5dr Estate Arctic Green under 31,000 miles 

£11,995 

12/121.6 TDI 105 SE Plus 5dr Petrol Blue Metallic under 35,000 miles 

£11,650 

11/11 2.0 TDI 140 Elegance 5dr Hatchback Brilliant Silver under 34,000 miles 

£10,995 

10/10 1.6 TDI 105 Elegance 5dr Hatchback Meteor Grey under 37,000 miles 

£10,695 

10/10 1.4 TS1122 Elegance 5dr Aqua Blue under 12,000 miles 

£10,595 

10/601.2 TSI 105 S 5dr DSG Auto Storm Blue under 9,000 miles 

£9,850 

SKODA Superb 

13/63 2.0 TDI 170 Outdoor Estate 4x4 5dr Black Magic under 4,000 miles 

£23,650 

11/111.8 TSI 160 Elegance 5dr DSG Brilliant Silver under 36,000 miles 

£11,895 

SKODA Estate 

13/63 Superb 2.0 TDI 170 Outdoor Estate 4x4 5dr Black Magic under 4,000 miles 

£23,650 

13/13 Octavia 1.6 TDI 105 Elegance 5rr Estate Cappuccino under 10,000 miles 

£15,495 

11/11 Octavia 1.6 TDI 105 Elegance 5dr Estate Arctic Green under 31,000 miles 

£11,995 

14/14 Fabia 1.6 TDI 75 SE Estate 5dr Denim Blue Delivery Mileage 

£10,995 

13/63 Fabia 1.6 TDI 90 SE Estate 5dr Brilliant Silver under 3,000 miles 

£12,995 

12/12 Fabia 1.2 TSI 105 Elegance 5dr Estate DSG Auto Candy White under 14,000 miles 

£10,995 

11/11 Fabia 1.2 TSI 105 Elegance 5dr Estate Corrida Red under 22,000 miles 

£9,695 

11/61 Fabia 1.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr Estate DSG Sprint Yellow under 14,000 miles 

£9,495 

11/11 Fabia 1.6 TDI SE 5dr Estate Cappuccino Beige under 27,000 miles 

£8,995 

11/11 Fabia 1.2 TSI 86 SE 5dr Estate Cappuccino Beige under 31,000 miles 

£7,895 

DSG/Automatics 

13/13 Fabia 1.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr DSG Candy White under 5,000 miles 

£13,495 

11/11 Superb 1.8 TSI 160 Elegance 5dr DSG Brilliant Silver under 36,000 miles 

£11,895 

12/12 Fabia 1.2 TS1105 Elegance 5dr Estate DSG Auto Candy White 14,000 miles 

£10,995 

11/61 Fabia 1,2 TSI 105 Elegance 5dr DSG Auto Brilliant Silver under 25,000 miles 

£10,495 

12/62 Fabia 1.2 TSI 105 Elegance 5dr Estate DSG Black Magic Pearl under 32,000 miles 

£9,995 

12/61 Roomster 1.2 TSI 105 SE 5dr DSG Cappuccino Beige under 16,000 miles 

£9,695 

11/60 Fabia 1.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr DSG Race Blue under 40,000 miles 

£9,750 

11/61 Fabia 1.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr Estate DSG Spirit Yellow under 14,000 miles 

£9,495 

11/60 Fabia 1.2 TSI 105 Elegance 5dr DSG Black Magic Pearl under 17,000 miles 

£9,495 

10/60 Octavia 1.2 TSI 105 S 5dr DSG Auto Storm Blue under 9,000 miles 

£9,495 

Demonstrators 

13/63 Superb 2.0 TDI 170 Outdoor Estate 4x4 5dr Black Magic under 4,000 miles 

£23,650 

13/13 Octavia 1.6 TDI 105 Elegance 5dr Estate Cappuccino under 10,000 miles 

£15,495 

13/63 Spaceback 1.2 TSI 105 SE 5dr Candy White under 3,000 miles 

£14,995 

13/63 Rapid 1.6 TDI 105 SE 5dr Red Rosso Brunello under 3,000 miles 

£14,650 

13/63 Spaceback 1.2 TSI 105 SE 5dr Candy White under 1,000 miles 

£13,995 

13/13 Fabia 1.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr, DSG Candy White under 9,000 miles 

£13,495 

13/63 Citigo 1.0 MPI 60 Sport 5dr Deep Black under 3,000 miles 

£9,650 

13/63 Citigo 1.0 MPI 60 S 5dr Candy White under 3,000 miles 

£7,395 

Other makes 

12/62 Audi A3 2.0 TD1140 S-Line 3dr Silver under 15,000 miles 

£17,995 


Choose from our comprehensive range of approved used vehicles in stock, all with: 

> Comprehensive parts and labour warranty 

> 1 year's free RAC Roadside Assistance 

> Multi-point vehicle inspection check 

> Vehicle status checks 

> 30 day /1,000 mile exchange 

Prices and specifications are accurate at time of print. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time and are not available in conjunction with any other offer. 
Models shown for illustrational purposes only. 


□ Caffyns SKODA Ashford 

The Boulevard 
Orbital Park 

Ashford, Kent TN24 OGA 

01233 220785 
www.caffynsskoda.co.uk 
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